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Since 1858 the Geologists’ Association has served the interests of both professional and amateur geologists, as 
well as making geology available to a wider public.  It is a national organisation based in London, but is 
represented by Local Groups in 17 centres around the country.  There are 72 other geologically related societies 
that are affiliated with the GA in the furtherance of our common aims and objectives. 

The objectives of the Association are:- 

To promote the study of Geology and its allied sciences by holding Ordinary Meetings for the purpose of 
hearing lectures and encouraging discussion among Members, and by arranging Field Meetings; to extend 
knowledge of the science by publication, by the maintenance of a library, and by such other means as the 
Council may from time to time determine. 

To promote interest in Geology at all levels of knowledge. 

To promote awareness of our geological heritage and to actively campaign on issues of geoconservation. 

All of these objects are actively pursued.  Monthly Ordinary Meetings are held in London with talks from 
distinguished geologists, and an extensive programme of Field Meetings is maintained throughout the year in 
the UK and abroad. An Annual Festival of Geology brings us together with our Local Groups and Affiliates as 
well as providing outreach to the general public.  Geological research is supported financially, notably from the 
Curry Fund of the G.A., which also assists geological conservation projects and the dissemination of geological 
interest to a wider public; research is also encouraged  by the awarding of research grants and by the 
publication of a scientific journal, The Proceedings of the Geologists’ Association, and through our quarterly 
magazine. Our website provides an additional forum. The interests of children are provided for through 
Rockwatch, the junior club of the G.A.  

In planning our activities, we keep in mind the Charity Commissions guidance on public benefit. 

The Geologists’ Association is an unincorporated association governed by a set of rules from a scheme at the 
Charity Commission dated 18 January 1967 as amended 03 July 2015.  The management of the Association is 
vested in a Council normally consisting of twenty four members which includes the following Officers: 
President, Treasurer, General Secretary and up to three Vice-Presidents.  Council Members, being trustees, are 
appointed annually at an Annual General Meeting by nomination by members of the GA.  A ballot of all 
members is held if there are more nominations than vacancies. 
Cover photo 2015 Photographic competition winner:  Terry Keenan Ichthyosaur Teeth 

THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

AGENDA 6  MAY 2016 at 6.00 pm 

1. Minutes of the 2015 AGM. 

2. Introduce and approve Annual Report for 2015.  

3. Proposed Officers for 2016/17 

4. Proposed Council Members  for 2016/17 

5. Expression of thanks of the Association to retiring Council Members. 

6. Presentation of Foulerton Awards to Mr Maurice Whiteley  

7. Presentation of Halstead Medal to Anthony Waltham 

8. Presentation of the Halstead Award jointly to Craig Magee and Tom White 

9. Presentation of Richardson Award to  Adrian Palmer 

10. Presentation of  Calloman Certificate to Doreen Smith 

11. Presentation of Curry MSc and Tupper Awards  

12. Research Awards 

13. Long serving members 

Presidential Address for 2016  

Dr Haydon Bailey - Foraminifera 11— the free floating story. 
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REPORT FROM TRUSTEES  

for year ended 31st December 2015 

At the AGM in May we said our final farewells to Rory Mortimore who has been such a stalwart of the GA 
for the past four years. During his final year as Senior Vice President he has deputised for Haydon Bailey, 
our current President, who has had severe health problems. We are very pleased to say that Haydon is back 
on form and was able to deliver his Presidential Address. We welcomed five new members of Council, 
something of a record in recent years. 

It has been an eventful year. As well as our own GA conference on Building Stones, the GA supported the 
conference in Ludlow The Geology of the Marches, Murchison to the Modern Era organised by a 
consortium of local geology groups. It was a departure from the usual conference with workshops of local 
topical interest including a visit to the Shropshire Museums Resource Centre. We hope the conference 
highlighted the importance of the collection which is still under threat from the local authority staffing cuts.  

Through 2015 we celebrated 200 years since the publication of the first geological map created by William 
Smith. Many of our groups held special events which were widely advertised by the GA as well as the 
Geological Society. The Dorset Group of the GA held a conference (also celebrating the life of John 
Calloman) which sold out extremely quickly. The History of Geology Group and the BGS also held 
conferences which many GA members attended. Hugh Torrens led a marvellous trip for us around Bath 
looking at the area Smith studied during his formative years. A second trip was led by Mike Howgate 
which included a visit to Smith’s birthplace in the Cotswolds. Tom Sharpe gave a fascinating talk on the 
Smith maps. 

Our own conference was titled Building our Future and was held at the BGS in Keyworth, organised by our 
Vice President, Leanne Hughes. It brought together a number of experts in the rather specialised field of 
Building Stones and proved an extremely interesting meeting. We were able to take advantage of the 
Geological Walkway at Keyworth as well as the caves of Nottingham. Many thanks to Leanne and her 
colleagues at the BGS as well as our sponsors Elsevier.  

A new GA Guide was launched in the autumn on the 
Devonshire Marbles, generously sponsored by Lloyd’s 
Register Foundation. The Guide is in two volumes, the 
first on understanding the marbles and the second is a 
field guide. The author, Gordon Walkden came down 
from Aberdeen on three occasions to give talks and 
guided walks. The first was to Torquay where the 
marble was quarried and worked as an ornamental 
stone at the height of its fashion. Our Building Stones 
conference at the BGS in Keyworth could not have 
been better timed as Gordon was able to give us a talk 
and a trip around the magnificent Art Gallery in 
Birmingham. Finally Gordon came down to the GA Festival of Geology to sign copies of the Guide and 
give talks and trips in London. They are selling well and we are very grateful to Gordon for promoting 
them so assiduously and to Susan Marriott, our GA Guides Editor, for the very attractive presentation. 

We held three other UK weekend trips during 2015, the 
first looking at south coast chalk in combination with 
French geologists, the second to the Old Red Sandstone of 
South Wales and the third to the Dorset coast.  These 
weekends are becoming a feature in the GA calendar. They 
were in addition to a more than usually active day trip 
programme. Unfortunately not all the trips were fully 
subscribed by GA members but in many cases were run 
jointly with local groups who were able to enjoy them too. 
Thanks to Geoff Swann and the GA office for the extra 
work involved.  During 2015 we only ran one overseas field 

Keyworth conference delegates on the BGS  
Geological Walkway - Photograph Don Aldiss  
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 trip to the Greek Island Volcanoes, led by Paul Olver. As is customary for Paul’s trips this was very popular. Ian 
Sutton, our Overseas Meetings Secretary has had a very busy year organising trips for 2016 and beyond. 

Mick Oates continued to organise the GA talks from overseas and still provides us with an interesting range of 
lectures. Our Halstead Lecturer at the British Association of Science Festival in September was Tom Dunkley 
Jones. 

The GA Festival of Geology at University College 
was buzzing and our public lectures attracted an 
even greater number, many of them a new 
audience for the GA. The Rockwatch tent was as 
popular as ever and many families also enjoyed the 
core event provided by our groups highlighting 
their activities around the country. We are very 
grateful to the organisers, Susan Brown, Sarah 
Stafford and Geraldine Marshall from the GA and 
Wendy Kirk and Ruth Siddall from University 
College. This is by far and away our most 
prodigious annual event, reaching out to the public 
as well as geological enthusiasts and they do a 
terrific job. We sold a large number of very good 
second-hand books which were generously 
donated. Our Librarian, Sara Osman has been 
cataloguing the GA map collection and the 
duplicates put out for sale were very popular. The 
map library is now more accessible so members are 
encouraged to take advantage of it when planning 
trips. For the Festival this year we organised the 
Photographic Competition a bit differently with the 
deadline at the end of September to give us time to 
prepare the 2016 GA Calendar in time for sale at 
the Festival. It contains archive photographs as 
well as winning entries from 2016 and previous 
years. Many thanks to Gerald Lucy. 

The GA website continues to be the main channel 
for advertising our activities to the wider 
community. We now use it to advertise the events of our groups as well under ‘Other Events’.  Sarah Stafford 
uses MailChimp to reinforce selected events to our members. This year we added to the website a list of geotrails 
and building stone walks published by our groups. This is linked to an interactive map on the BGS website and 
we hope that the walks will be useful to teachers as well as our members. Many thanks to Barbara Silva, our 
webmaster, for all her advice and for keeping our website looking fresh; also to Leanne Hughes for managing 
our Facebook and Twitter communications. 

During 2015 Full and Associate members received electronic copies of the GA Magazine as well as paper 
copies. The links for the Magazine, PGA and Earth Heritage are sent to members by MailChimp. Our GA 
Magazine editor, Liam Gallagher has generated a considerable amount of extra copy and GA Council made the 
decision to lift the limit of 24 pages as we feel that the magazine is the most important way of communicating 
with our members and was worth the additional postage costs. Many congratulations to Liam for increasing the 
profile of the magazine and our thanks also go to David Bridgland for his role in producing Earth Heritage and to 
Jim Rose who continues to produce a quality journal with the Proceedings of the Geologists’ Association. 
Geology Today is published by the GA in collaboration with the Geological Society. We thank Peter Doyle and 
the production team for continuing to provide an attractive magazine at a reduced price for members. All our 
publications are overseen by a Publications and Communications committee chaired by Colin Prosser. 

We are pleased to announce that we now hold official Associate status with the Geological Society. For the past 
three years we have had a Memorandum of Understanding which allows us to exchange advertisements and 
work collaboratively on areas of common interest. The Presidents of both organisations meet twice a year. Our 

Barbara Butler and Diana 
Clements at the GA stand 



5 

 

3 Presidentsand 
Sarah Stafford in 
Worthing 

Associate status formalises this relationship.   

The Curry Fund continues to support geoconservation initiatives and other requests for funding. It meets 4 times 
a year and full details of its grants are reported below by the Secretary, Susan Brown. She is also Chairman of 

our junior club, Rockwatch and has detailed 
the activities of both groups for 2015. Susan 
continues to be a tower of strength in the GA 
and we do thank her and the Curry and 
Rockwatch committees. 

It has been a very busy year but the 
Association has managed to keep a careful 
watch over its activities and there were no 
reports of serious incidents. We believe we 
have fulfilled our aims and objectives to 
promote the interest, awareness and 
conservation of geology in the range of 
activities outlined above. This is in no small 
part due to the hard work of the office and the 
efforts of many volunteers and the 
Association warmly thanks all those who have 
participated including co-operation from the 
Geological Society in many ways. 

 

Hugh Torrens beside the plaque to commemorate William Smith, sponsored by 
the Curry Fund, at his birthplace in Churchill, Oxfordshire.  
Photograph Churchill Heritage Centre. 
 

Activities in the Discovery 
Room at FOG 
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GA COUNCIL AND COMMITTEES 2015 

MEMBERSHIP 

The deaths of the following GA members were reported during 2015 

Eileen Bennett, Derek Briggs, Clifford Burridge, Michael Coviello, Colin Forbes, William French,  

Julia Hubbard, Fred Imm, Christopher King, Norman Le Roux, James Nelson, Carol Pauley, Hugh Prudden, 
Michael Purton, John Rivington, Brenda Slavin, Alec Smith.  

Total Membership reported for 2015  1350; 107 New members and 18 members formally resigned. 

Rockwatch Members  1002  

Officers: President: Dr  Haydon Bailey; Senior  Vice-President: Dr Colin Prosser; Vice-Presidents: Professor 
John Cosgrove, Miss Leanne Hughes; Treasurer: Dr Graham Williams; General Secretary: Mrs Diana Clements.   

Postholders: Minutes Secretary: Dr  Sandy Colville-Stewart; Meetings Secretary: Dr Michael Oates; Field 
Meetings Secretary: Mr Geoff Swann; Overseas Field Meetings Secretary: Dr Ian Sutton; Chair of Publications: 
Dr Colin Prosser; Guides Editor: Professor Susan Marriott; GA Magazine Editor: Dr Liam Gallagher; GA 
Archivist: Dr Jonathan Larwood; Librarian: Sara Osman; Awards Panel Secretary: Mrs Barbara Cumbers; 
Membership Team Chairman: Dr Paul Olver; Earth Heritage Representative: Professor David Bridgland; 
Rockwatch Chairman: Mrs Susan Brown. 
 

Non-Council Postholders: Proceedings Editor : Professor  J im Rose, Librar ian: Sara Osman 
 

Ordinary Members of Council: Dr Rebecca Bell, Mr  Anthony Brook, Mr  John Cooper , Mrs Nikki 
Edwards, Dr Anjana Ford, Mr Roger Lloyd, Mr Gerald Lucy, Mr Richard Pollock Co-opted: Professor  Richard 
Howarth. 
 

Executive Committee: Officers, Mrs Sarah Stafford.   
 

Investment Panel: Treasurer : Dr  Graham Williams; Professor  Bernard Leake, Mr  Roger  Lloyd, Ms 
Susanna van Rose, Dr Christopher Green, Mrs Susan Brown. 
 

Curry Fund Committee: President, G.A. Treasurer ; Cur ry Fund Treasurer : Dr  Chr istopher  Green; Curry 
Fund Secretary: Mrs Susan Brown; Curry Fund Minutes Secretary: Mrs Gilia Slocock; Mr David Bone, Mr John 
Cooper, Dr John Crocker,  Mr Alan Holiday, Professor Richard Howarth, Dr Jonathan Larwood, Dr Jonathan 
Radley, Dr Eric Robinson. 
 

Publications Committee: President, Treasurer , Chairman: Dr  Colin Prosser , Minutes Secretary: Professor  
John Cosgrove; Proceedings Editor: Professor Jim Rose, Guides Editor: Professor Susan Marriott;  GA Magazine 
Editor: Dr Liam Gallagher; Earth Heritage Representative: Professor David Bridgland; Dr Rebecca Bell, 
Professor Richard Howarth, Miss Leanne Hughes. 
 

GA Magazine Production Team: Editor : Dr  Liam Gallagher ; Council Representative: Professor  John 
Cosgrove. 
 

Geology Today Management Committee: Editor : Professor  Peter  Doyle; Dr  Graham Williams, Mrs Susan 
Brown. 
 

Rockwatch Management Committee Chairman: Mrs Susan Brown; Treasurer : Dr  John Crocker ; 
Professor Peter Doyle, Mr Alan Holiday, Dr Wendy Kirk, Miss Andrea Kaszewski,  Dr Jonathan Larwood, Mr 
Roger Le Voir, Ms Susanna van Rose; Rockwatch Co-ordinator: Mrs Geraldine Marshall. 

 

Library Committee: Chairman: Dr  Peter  Riches; Professor  Richard Howar th, Ms Sara Osman. 
 

Membership Team: Chairman: Dr  Paul Olver ,  Dr  Haydon Bailey, Mr  Anthony Brook, Mr  John Cooper ,  
Ms Nikki Edwards, Gordon Hull, Mr John Lonergan, Mr Nigel McGaw, Ms Jane Michael , Mr John Nicklin,  
Ms Linda Tonkin. 
 

Awards Panel: Dr Haydon Bailey, Professor  David Br idgland, Professor  Rory Mor timore, Dr  Graham 
Williams, Secretary: Mrs Barbara Cumbers. 
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OUR LONG SERVING MEMBERS 

The following members joined the GA in 1965 and reached 50 years in 2015  

William Groves, Roger David Kettle, John Richard Reynolds, David Carlton Smith,  
Jean Margaret Waller, Robert Stamford Raffles Wood, Christine Marie Woodward.  

 

 

THE GA CALENDAR 2016   

INCLUDING SOME OF THE WINNING ENTRIES FROM THE 2015 PHOTOGRAPHIC COMPETITION  
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The financial statements were prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in the notes to 
the financial statements and comply with the charity’s governing document, the Charities Act 2011, and 
Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities 
preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and 
Republic of Ireland on 16 July 2014’. 

The Geologists’ Association (GA) finances are in two parts: first, the General Fund provides money for the 
day-to-day administration of the Association;  second, a suite of Restricted and Designated Funds are 
Bequests and Legacies where the capital is invested and the GA uses the income to pursue its charitable 
responsibilities. 

Income for the General Fund was threatened, particularly, on two fronts – a material decrease in 
membership subscriptions and a decrease in royalties received for the Proceedings of the Geologists’ 
Association (PGA).  

The 2015 membership subscriptions were slightly higher (+£,2,500) than for 2014.   Royalties from the 
PGA were £30,000 (+£13,000).   Consequently, together with a £6,000 donation from the Lloyds Register 
Foundation the General Fund showed a surplus of some £20,000. 

The total net assets of the GA decreased slightly (1%) due to a decrease in the capital value of the GA’s 
investment portfolio. 

The long-term objectives for the GA’s Investment Portfolio (ie in the General, Restricted and Designated 
Funds) are to maintain long-term capital value and to yield a growing income.   We continued to focus on 
enhancing income generation from our investments. 

In 2015, after a somewhat torrid time on the world’s stock markets, the Capital Value of the investment 
portfolio decreased by about 3.5% (+4% in 2014);  this was due, primarily, to a 6.5% reduction in the value 
of the “Schroder Charity Funds” held in the Curry Fund.    

The Investment Portfolio of the General Fund provides the GA’s “reserve”.   It is the GA’s policy to 
maintain a capital reserve approximately equal to two year’s expenditure;  this reserve to be invested, such 
that its income supports the charitable work of the Association.   I am delighted to report that this reserve is 
sufficient to fund normal GA activities for about 2 years (best practice is 2 years). 

The Income from the GA’s investment portfolio showed a healthy increase of about 12%, a particularly 
satisfactory outcome.   Of note, Curry Fund investment income increased by an extremely satisfactory 
£7,000 and, once again, enabled the Fund to meet all of its commitments during 2015.    

We congratulate Susan Brown for her fund raising efforts on behalf of Rockwatch;  the GA’s junior group 
is on a sound financial footing;  Rockwatch funding is very dependent on donations, particularly the 
substantial donations from Statoil, Anglo-American, Geological Society Petroleum Group and Lynx 
Information Systems (UKOGL).   We thank all our donors for their very generous donations. 

Income from “Geology To-Day” (a publication jointly owned with the Geological Society of London) was 
some £12,000 (as in 2014).   Sales of the GA’s Geological Field Guides increased (£12,700, compared 
with £10,200 in 2014), partly due to sales of our new Guide on Devonshire Marbles.   Susan Marriott, our 
Guides editor, is preparing a number of guides for publication during 2016.   We thank, particularly, all of 
the authors, Geology To-Day Editor Peter Doyle and Publishers Wyley, and Guides Editor Professor Susan 
Marriott and Publishers City Print. 

The revitalised GA Magazine attracted increasing copy.   This enabled editor Liam Gallagher to enlarge 
the Magazine;  very close co-operation with the Publishers, City Print, meant that this as accomplished 
with minimal cost changes.   The Magazine is available on line;  members who prefer and take this option 
(rather than the printed version) will help reduce future costs.   We thank Liam, Sarah Stafford in the 
office, and City Print for an excellent, affordable, product. 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
1st January to 31st December 2015 
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 The GA is extremely grateful for all Donations and Legacies;  they enable the GA to pursue its charitable 
objectives and to do something new that the donor or the GA members may wish to see implemented.   
(Incidentally, there are significant TAX benefits;  Legacies reduce the inheritance tax duty on an estate, whilst 
the GA can reclaim an additional 25% Gift Aid on Bequests made during a donor’s lifetime.) 

Thanks to Donations and Legacies, the GA has created a number of grants and awards to support geological 
research for new (undergraduate, MSc, PhD) and established researchers, and to support worthy 
undergraduates in their studies.   During 2015, the GA was delighted to award a total of £6,200 to 9 recipients. 

The annual Elsevier-GA Conference entitled “Building our Future”, was held at the British Geological Survey 
centre in Keyworth, Nottinghamshire.   The Association thanks Elsevier for their financial support, which 
helped to cover a significant part of the costs of the Conference. 

The annual Festival of Geology is, perhaps, the GA’s showpiece event;  a remarkable number of people from 
all over the country, from many societies and institutions, contribute their time and expertise for zero cost;  this 
helps to constrain the cost of the event and enable its continuance.    

There was a considerable increase in the number of members, and the public, who used the GA’s on-line 
electronic payment facilities to purchase goods and services and pay subscriptions.   This eases the 
administration pressures on the GA office. 

I (and the GA Trustees) thank the GA Investment Panel for their invaluable, wise advice concerning the GA’s 
investment portfolio (Professor Bernard Leake, Susanna van Rose, Susan Brown, Dr Christopher Green).   On 
a personal note, I thank Sarah Stafford and Geraldine Marshall in the GA office, Maurice Whiteley (the GA’s 
accountant) and Ray Flack (the GA’s Auditor) for their continued, amazing, patience and good humour when 
they assist and advise the Treasurer. 

On balance, the GA had a very satisfactory financial year.   Future risks remain concerning the economic 
environment which could threaten our Investment Portfolio, membership decline, an uncertain revenue from 
our publications, and office accommodation costs.  

Lectures, field meetings (home & abroad), the Elsevier-GA Conference in Keyworth, the Festival of Geology 
(University College, London), an extensive programme for our young geologists (Rockwatch), a flow of 
monies to support exceptional students of geology and the projects of numerous geological groups around the 
country (particularly from the Curry Fund), and increased support for all geo-conservation issues at local and 
government level, enabled the GA to fulfill its public objectives, successfully, during 2015. 

Graham M Williams  
Honorary Treasurer 

 

ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 

The accounts for 2015 appear at the end of this report 

 

 

 
	
	
	
 

DONATIONS, LEGACIES AND SPONSORSHIP 
 

Legacy:  Harold Ison Por ter  - £13,452 

Donations: 

GA              ROCKWATCH 

Lloyds Register Foundation - £6,000   Statoil-Hydro - £20,000 

Elsevier - £2,000          Anglo-American - £16,000 

Iuean David - £1,000        Lynx Information Systems (UKOGL) - £5,000 

Southampton GS - £365       Geological Society Petroleum Group - £4,209 

Marshall’s - £150         BG - £500 

CW Goldring - £100 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2015 

Senior Vice President Professor Rory Mortimore conducted the AGM on behalf of the President, Dr 
Haydon Bailey, who presented the certificates 
 

1. At the AGM on 1st May 2015 the report of Council and the Annual Accounts for 2014 were adopted. 
 

2. The President thanked the retiring officers and Post Holders: Senior Vice President Professor Rory 
Mortimore; Minutes Secretary: Roger Le Voir, Librarian: Paul Winrow. Dr Colin Prosser was elected Senior 
Vice President. Professor  John Cosgrove and Leanne Hughes remain as Vice Presidents.  Graham Williams 
remains as Honorary Treasurer and Diana Clements as General Secretary. Post holders remain: Dr Ian Sutton 
Overseas Field Trip Secretary, Dr Liam Gallagher GA Magazine Ed, Sara Osman (non-Council) as GA 
Librarian, Dr Sandy Colville-Stewart as Minutes Secretary, Barbara Cumbers  Awards Secretary, Dr  
Michael Oates Meetings Secretary, Prof. David Bridgland Earth Heritage,  Dr Jonathan Larwood GA 
Archivist, Dr Paul Olver Membership, Susan Brown Rockwatch. Geoff Swann (Field Meetings Secretary) and 
Prof. Susan Marriott (Guides Editor) find it difficult to attend meetings and will become co-opted 
members of Council. The President also thanked the remaining Ordinary Member of Council, Anthony Brook, 
whose 3 years on Council have expired. The proposed 5 New Members of Council were elected: Richard 
Pollock (Sponsorship/Marketing), Roger Lloyd (ordinary member), John Cooper (ordinary member), Rebecca 
Bell (Student Liaison) and Tony Brook (ordinary member , coincidentally the same name as our  retir ing 
member).  
 

3. This year the President presented the Foulerton Award for work of merit connected with the Association to 
Dr Michael Ridd. Mike has been a member  of the GA since 1966 and known to us all as our  Overseas 
Field Secretary for 8 years from 2005-2013.  Those who have been on any of Mike’s own field trips will know 
how wonderfully organised and led they have been in exotic parts of the world including Japan and New 
Zealand. In addition, Mike has been tireless in his support for the GA and provided very wise advice to a 
number of presidents and is now looking forward to a period of calm. 
 

4. The President awarded the Halstead Medal for work of outstanding merit deemed to further the objectives of 
the Association and to promote geology to Peter Oliver. Peter has for several decades given generously and 
tirelessly of his time, ideas, energy and personal resources to inspire enthusiasm for geology. His guiding 
principle has been that everyone benefits and can learn from our rocks and landscapes. Peter’s voice has been a 
powerful one in the field of geological conservation. His work has greatly enhanced the recognition of this 
once neglected topic by wide audiences and has contributed over the years to its inclusion in policy and 
legislation, so that the concept of geoconservation is now firmly established in the UK.  He has made a 
particularly outstanding contribution to this work in the area of Herefordshire and Worcestershire where his 
innovation has been an inspiration to others across the country. Peter was unable to attend the AGM to receive 
his award but Paul Olver, a University contemporary, accepted it on his behalf and read Peter’s response: 

 
President, Council and GA members; I am honoured that you have chosen to give me the Halstead Medal. 
This award has encouraged me look back over a long period of raising public awareness of geology. From 
the late 1960s onwards I taught geology courses and ran fieldtrips for the public, all of which helped to 
establish a long lasting programme of geoconservation involving large numbers of volunteering non 
geologists, and to establish an interest by the public in geology in general. Over the years I became better at 
achieving results and eventually I established Herefordshire and Worcestershire Earth Heritage Trust and 
then the Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark followed by the 109 mile long Geopark Way – the first long 
distance geology themed trail in the UK, and also the Whitmans Hill geology reserve with its strong public 
access programme. These were and are great successes because they have introduced thousands of children 
and adults to geology and to its importance. Thank you for recognising my achievements as significant 
enough to deserve this award. 
 
 

5. The President presented the Henry Stopes Memorial Medal awarded once every 3 years, for work on the Prehistory 
of Hominins and their geological environment to Dr Simon Lewis Queen Mary University of London. Simon’s work in 
Quaternary science, in particular in fluvial system development over the Quaternary and in geoarchaeology and the 
Palaeolithic record in Britain makes him a worthy recipient. He has been involved in a number of major UK Palaeolithic 
archaeological research projects and was a core member of the Ancient Human Occupation of Britain (AHOB) Project, 
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funded by the Leverhulme Trust. His research activity in Quaternary fluvial stratigraphy has encompassed a wide range 
of British geological sequences mainly in lowland Britain, focusing on the reconstruction of former river systems in 
eastern England. He has also worked on the fluvial system response to environmental change, with specific reference to 
the upper Thames. Simon is a long-standing member of the Association and has been a good servant to it over the years, 
publishing nine papers in the Proceedings and leading and participating in field meetings. There can be few to compare 
with Simon as an Earth scientist who has done much to further our knowledge of early humans and their geological 
context. Part of the award is to give a lecture which we will look forward to. 
 

6. The President presented The Richardson Award to Bryony Caswell a,b  and  Angela Coe a (a Open University   b 
Liverpool University) for the best research-based paper in the PGA in 2014:  ‘The impact of anoxia on pelagic 
macrofauna during the Toarcian Oceanic Anoxic Event (Early Jurassic)’ 2014. Proceedings of the Geologists’ 
Association Volume 125, 383-391. Bryony is now working in Australia and Angela accepted the award on their behalf. 
 

7. The President presented the Curry Fund MSc Award to encourage student excellence, for the best Masters 
degree theses on a geology-related topic arising from an MSc taught course in a UK university, to Andrea 
Gabrieli, University of Lancaster for  his MSc disser tation “Volcano-tectonic interactions as triggers for 
volcanic eruptions”. Our judges found this to be: A very readable and well argued thesis with excellent 
results and conclusions including wider application to the Planets. The modelling, including measurements 
and stress analyses , has strong links to rock mechanics and engineering geology. Some very good ideas. 
Other nominees were Highly Commended for their submission: Tamsin Leaver  Birmingham University, 
MSc dissertation “Late Cretaceous Nannofossils of the Machar oil field chalk reservoir,  well 23/26A-12Z, 
UK Central North Sea”  and Sarah Munday Cardiff University, MSc dissertation “Groundwater Risk 
Assessment of a Former Council Highways Depot and Clay Pits, Bicester”  
 

8. The President presented the Ivor Tupper Award to give financial assistance to a deserving undergraduate 
who demonstrates outstanding academic excellence to Allan Hollinsworth, Glasgow University. He was 
awarded the Joseph Black Medal for outstanding performance in Level 1 Earth Science, The E.B. Bailey 
prize for outstanding performance in Level 2 Earth Science and The Sir Alwyn Williams Prize for 
outstanding performance at Level 3 Earth Science. The judges were impressed by the views of his 
Department where Allan is considered to be the best Earth Science student in 25 years. Allan received a 
cheque for £2000. This year we are able to make two Tupper runners-up awards of £1,000 each, with a 
certificate and free student membership of GA for one year. The two runners up are: Richard Turley, 
Cambridge University 3rd year of 4 year programme Petroleum Exploration Society of Great Britain award 
for 2nd year map work, President of the Sedgwick Club (student geological society): ‘among the brightest 
prospects  in Geology that the Cambridge department has produced in the past few years’; Timothy Gregory  
Manchester University. 4th year of 4 year MEarthSci with Planetary Science, BP Integrated  Masters 
Scholarship Award Lunar and Planetary Institute undergraduate  summer internship 10 weeks in Houston, 
Texas, with NASA, cosmochemistry of meteorites: ‘he gave an inspirational talk to a local academy …. an 
insight into how self-belief, hard work and a little bit of luck can make anyone’s dreams come true’  
 

9. The President listed those who were awarded Research grants May 2014 – April 2015 Helen Lacey £500 
from GA Middlemiss Fund to assist with ‘implications of fluid flow and fracturing interplays in Cretaceous 
host rock in the Gulf of Corinth, Greece’. Arthur Tingley £550 from the GW Young Fund Mapping the 
Knighton Sheet area (Teme Valley). 
 

10. The President acknowledged that this year we have sent 7 members their 50 year plus certificates for 
continuous membership.  He finished by thanking all Officers of the Association, Executive Secretaries and 
Council Members as well as speakers and field trip leaders.   

 

 

Presidential Address for 2015 by Dr  Haydon Bailey  
Foraminifera...in the inner secrets of a single celled organism. 
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LECTURE MEETINGS 2015 

UK FIELD MEETINGS 

 
 
January 9   Did the Earth move for you? From great earthquakes to silent slip 
      Dr Rebecca Bell 
 
February 13   Overturning our understanding of the Ediacaran fauna 
      Dr Alexander Liu 
 
March 6    When coccoliths become oil the hard way: a food chain in the Kimmeridge Clay of Dorset 
      Dr Dave Martill and Steve Etches 
 
April 10    How Life bounces back after an extinction 
      Dr Marcello Ruta 
 
May 1     AGM and Presidential Address  
      Foraminifera….. the inner secrets of a single celled organism 
      Dr Haydon Bailey 
 
June 5    Unusual Minerals in the Mendip Hills  
      Mike Rumsey 
 
July 3     Mr Smith’s remarkable maps 
      Tom Sharpe 
 
October 2    The rock that wouldn’t stay still; an introduction to salt 
      Dr Chris Jackson 
 
December 11   The largest airspace shutdown since WWII: Volcanic ash  prediction and its challenges! 
      Dr Helen Dacre 
 
Michael Oates 
Meetings Secretary 
 

The 2015 programme started in March when Simon Carpenter and Richard Ashley led 14 members around 
the village of Saltford in Somerset to examine exposures in old railway cuttings and quarries that will form 
the basis of a geological trail promoting the geological heritage of the area. 

In April Eddie Bailey and Rob Palmer led a meeting to the Malverns to examine the Neoproterozoic rocks 
of this classic area. 9 members attended. 

There were two meetings in May. Rory Mortimore organised a joint meeting with the French AGBP along 
the South coast and Isle of Wight. John Davies and Geraint Owen then led a meeting to the Brecon Beacons 
to examine the ORS in the area. Unfortunately only 3 members attended but the numbers were made up by 
the South Wales group. I am grateful to Steve Howe for organising this meeting. 
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 There were also two meetings in June; both part of the William Smith Bicentenary celebrations. Hugh 
Torrens led a party around Bath focusing on the most significant places where Smith was involved. 13 
members attended. Two weeks later Mike Howgate took a party of 14 to Stonesfield and Churchill in 
Oxfordshire. This meeting included an opportunity to visit an old “slate” mine. The climb down was a lot 
easier than the climb back up. 

In July we combined steam engines and rocks with a meeting examining the geology exposed along the 
Severn Valley Railway led by Peter Worsley.14 attended. We also had the annual Wealden excursion led 
by Ken Brooks, Pete Austen and Ed Jarzembowski. This was the third in a series of visits to the classic 
coastline near Hastings. It was raining heavily when we arrived and the weather did not get any better 
however, 5 members braved the conditions. 

There were 3 meetings in August. John Nicklin and members of the Teme Valley Geological Society led a 
meeting focussing on a geological trail around Martley in Worcestershire.  Di Smith then led 16 members 
around the building stones of St Albans concluding with a visit to the Verulaneum museum. Finally Geoff 
Downer led a party of 15 members to examine the geology of Reculver Country Park in Kent. 

There were also 3 meetings in September. David Bridgland and Peter Allen organised a visit examining the 
Lower Thames gravels that led on from a QRA meeting to the area in 2014, 4 GA members attended.  John 
Cope led the fourth in a series of weekend meetings to West Dorset based on his GA guide to the area. 10 
members attended. Finally Gordon Walkden led another weekend meeting. This was based on his new GA 
guide to the Devonshire marbles and was based in Torquay. Over 50 attended the talk and about 22 
members and locals attended the field trips.  Finally, on November, we were offered an additional field trip 
by Simon Kelly to Dimmocks Cote quarry in Upware, 12 members attended.  

As always I would like to thank all of the field meetings leaders for their efforts on our behalf. Thanks also 
to those who volunteered to write up the various field meetings for the magazine. If you have any 
suggestions for future meetings please contact me through the GA office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Geoff Swann 
UK Field Meetings Secretary 
 

GA Dorset field trip 

Photo: Martin Brown 
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There was only one overseas field meeting during 2015, the other to Portugal had to be postponed for 
logistical reasons. The Greek Island Volcanoes excursion from 14th – 27th September, led by Dr Paul 
Olver, was attended by 31 GA members. The twin aims of the trip were to study volcanism both past 
and present on Kos, Nisyros and Santorini and to explore the effects and products of the catastrophic 
eruption of Santorini in 1620 BC. Evidence was studied on Santorini especially at the buried city of 
Akrotiri and also on neighbouring Crete at the Minoan capital of Knossos and at the former port of 
Kato Zakros in the east. The overall geology of Crete with its impressive series of stacked nappes was 
well exposed in visits to the two national Geoparks on the island namely at Sitia in the east and 
within the Psiloritis Mountains close to Heraklion. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Ian Sutton 
Overseas Field Meetings Secretary 

The party studying the lavas and pyroclastics of Megalo Vuono outcropping 

on the roadside rom Fira to Oia in north-west Santorini    photo Kwame Ofori  

OVERSEAS FIELD MEETINGS 
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THE CURRY FUND 

At its four meetings in 2015, the Committee received 23 applications and of these 15 grants and 2 loans (1 
of which was subsequently declined by the applicant) were offered totalling some £20,899 from a total 
request of £46,162.22.  There were 4 applications refused by the Committee, 1 loan declined by the 
applicant and 2 applications withdrawn. The total actually paid out during 2015 was £19,989.50 but this 
included grants awarded in previous years going back to 2013 because many projects cannot be completed 
in the year they received the grant for a variety of reasons. 
 
Four grants and 1 loan were paid to individuals. Of the grants, 1 was for geological booklets to be 
distributed free of charge via libraries (£396), 2 to cover printing costs already paid out on behalf of a 
geological group (£270 for leaflets and £48 for geological drawings), 1 contributed to meeting costs (£350) 
and the loan (£1,000) covered book printing costs which was repaid during 2015.  
 

We supported a wide range of organisations and activities during the year. We are seeing rather more 
applications for technological projects including on-line libraries with a grant of £870 to the University of 
Leeds, a £500 grant for fossil images online for the Virtual Natural History Museum highlighting the UK’s 
fossil heritage for example, as well as support for websites. We awarded a grant of £1,500 towards a 
geological ‘app’ for a geo-garden at the University of Worcester and Publication of the Geologists’ 
Association’s field guides also won support from the Fund, as did geo-leaflets highlighting Peak District 
geology for the public with a £270 grant and the Abberley and Malvern Hills Geopark with a grant of £500 
for an information leaflet.  

 
Birmingham Museum was awarded £3,000 for an ichthyosaur conservation project and Warwickshire 
Museum received a grant of £1,200 towards its Icthyosaur project aimed at introducing and encouraging 
new visitors to the museum. Geological meetings gained support this year, including a loan of £650 to 
GeoEast. An innovative project was a grant of £3,000 for the Emerald Ant Street Theatre project, a 
travelling geological street theatre visiting schools and geo-festivals. A grant of £1,900 was awarded to the 
North West Highlands Geopark for a new permanent exhibition. This is probably the most remote part of 
the British Isles to have been awarded one of our grants. A number of the applicants we support are asked 
to write articles about their projects for the GA Magazine ensuring that information about the Fund reaches 
many more people than those directly involved in the project and which I believe will encourage people to 
visit some of these interesting places, explore new websites and try out some of the interactive on-line sites 
and apps which have received grants.  
 
This year has been an interesting one for the Curry fund with rather more requests for support for 
technological projects than in the past which we are pleased to be able to support. But, our somewhat more 
traditional areas of publication, information and geological conservation have not been neglected.  
 

The Fund is an important part of the GA, enabling it to support many geological initiatives which 
otherwise may not get started. It has a long and distinguished record of support for geoconservation both in 
the field and in museums and for projects informing and educating the public in a range of innovative and 
accessible ways, showing how important geology is to us all in our everyday lives.  

 

Susan Brown  
Curry Fund Secretary 
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Rockwatch had an excellent year. We were involved in a number of bicentenary celebrations for William Smith’s 
famous map. The annual Rockstar and Rockwriter competitions, supported by Anglo American Group 
Foundation (AAGF) had some superb entries. Our public events included activities at Festivals of Geology, 
Family Days in museums and country parks and a school visit. Members benefitted from some excellent field 
trips including day and weekend trips and our annual residential course on the World Heritage Jurassic Coast of 
Dorset and East Devon. The magazine continued to attract articles from current and former members, 
researchers, academics, geologists and our two excellent science editors.  

The Rockstar and Rockwriter competitions, open to all, thus supporting our charitable status, showed how 
talented the entrants were. The winners’ day, hosted by AAGF at its London HQ, is a memorable day for the 
children. Erica Shinnie organised the event, Suzie Austen gave an excellent talk on porphyry copper deposits, 
Craig Morley, an Anglo mining geologist visiting from Australia, presented the prizes and a number of Anglo’s 
geologists joined us to hear the talks and meet the winners. Lunch was marvellous and gave everyone an 
opportunity to meet each other and some of Anglo’s staff, sharing their achievements. 

Public and Member Only Public activities included National Science Week with the British Geological Survey 
(BGS) running activities for East Midlands’ schools and a Rockwatch Family Day for the public on the Saturday. 
More schools’ activities at Lyme Regis Fossil Festival for one day and two days geo-activities for the public 
including some amusing William Smith celebratory games and puzzles.  At Tegg’s Nose Country Park, Cheshire, 
we did a geological walk, then later ran a range of geo-activities in the visitor centre.  Family Days at Hertford 
and Ware Museums, at Sidmouth Science Week Festival and at the Geologists’ Association’s Annual Festival of 
Geology with Rockwatch families and  geology students from Imperial College helping us– good for their CVs 
and helpful for us!  

Field trips included Shorncote Quarry in the Cotswolds, with a geologist from Statoil, one of our sponsors. 
Sponsors are welcome at any of our events.  During the Lyme Regis Fossil Festival members had a ‘Behind the 
Scenes’ visit to the Museum with Dr Tom Sharpe and Chris Andrews. Tom gave a talk on Smith and his map and 
brought some of Smith’s original hand drawn and painted map sections for us to inspect at close quarters, an 
enormous privilege and thrilling. Chris talked about the museum’s collections followed by a guided tour of the 
museum, allowing the children to handle some of its specimens. We explored many Silurian/Devonian sites 
including Whitman’s Hill Quarry in Herefordshire and the Pembrokeshire Coast on our annual Welsh weekend, 
both firsts for us. The theme for our annual residential week on the Jurassic World Heritage Coast of Dorset and 
East Devon was ‘Fossils in the Service of Science’. The week was voted hugely successful by the ‘punters’ and, 
as well as learning much, they all had a ‘brilliant’ time, developing many useful transferable and geo-detective 
skills during the week.  Our field trip season ended with more visits to various areas of the Cotswolds looking at 
a range of different environments laid down during the Jurassic Period – a firm favourite with members, mainly, 
I suspect, because of the extraordinary wide range of fossils they find on these visits.  

The Magazine is our flagship publication.  We are very fortunate in having two dedicated and excellent Science 
Editors for it: Susanna van Rose and Peter Doyle.  We get articles from geologists, academics, researchers, 
students, current and former Rockwatch members and museum curators, for example, with many at the ‘cutting 
edge’ of our science.  The magazine is well-received by the Earth Science community, by museums and schools, 
and, of course by members and others to whom it is distributed.   

It is largely thanks to our dedicated band of volunteers, to whom we are hugely indebted, that Rockwatch 
members and the public benefit from the excellent range of geological activities we offer. Volunteers include our 
Magazine editors and authors, many geologists who tirelessly give their time and expertise leading field trips and 
everyone who helps at public events. We continue to maintain links with many former members. They are great 
mentors for current members and volunteer to help in many ways, including writing articles for the magazine, 
helping on field trips, at public events or just keeping in touch.  
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  Our only paid employee is our administrative assistant/co-ordinator, Geraldine Marshall. She works part-
time and is the first point of call for enquiries, giving a helpful and enthusiastic response to everyone she 
comes into contact with. 

We have evidence that many former members are now geology graduates, working as researchers, 
academics, in the oil and minerals industry, in museums, as school teachers or in companies providing 
ancillary geological services, for example.  And, many former members who are geology graduates were 
winners in our annual competition, which clearly demonstrates the significance of Rockwatch and the 
competition in their choice of higher education options and the world of work.  

Rockwatch is immensely grateful to its sponsors and supporters (Anglo American Group Foundation, 
Statoil, the UK Onshore Geophysical Laboratory, the Petroleum Group of the Geological Society and 
GeoEd) without whose faith and support we could not provide the range of activities for members and 
the public that we currently do. Indeed, Rockwatch would cease to exist without their support. We 
deliberately keep our subscription rates low so that membership is an option for any child who wishes to 
join.   
2015 was an excellent year for Rockwatch. We are indeed fortunate to have so much help and support 
from volunteers and sponsors who together enable us to enrich, support and enthuse our young members 
and the public. Our activities help them all to understand the importance of geology,  not only to their 
everyday lives, but also to the economic health and welfare of our nation. I feel very  privileged to be 
involved with such an enthusiastic group of young people, watching them develop their skills and 
understanding of our Planet Earth, becoming competent to manage its stewardship in due course. Thank 
you all for your help and support. 

 
Susan Brown 
Rockwatch Chair 

Residential Week in Lulworth Dorset 

Dr Haydon Bailey                            Dr Graham Williams 
President                                   Treasurer 

The Foregoing reports have been approved by the Council and signed on their behalf 
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GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION LOCAL GROUPS 

DORSET GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION GROUP 
www.dorsetgeologistsassociation.com 

 
We had another full programme in 2015. After the AGM in January, Bob Chandler treated us to a fascinating 
talk on the Jurassic of Tibet. We have enjoyed a range of field trips, including our local WHS, the Jurassic 
Coast. In February we looked at the new sea defences at Lyme Regis and followed this up with a look at 
building stone in the town. Moving eastwards in March we looked at the Corallian sequence around 
Osmington Mills and noted the evidence of another wet winter in the form of fresh cliff falls. In April we had 
the chance to look around Upwey, with its new sections at Bayard Dairy.  

This year’s residential trip in May was based around Bude and Widemouth Bay in north Cornwall. Covering 
the coast between Hartland Quay and Boscastle, our chairman Alan Holiday was able to show us some 
fantastic sections, including some amazing chevron folds at Millook. We greatly appreciated the range of 
geology, with sedimentary structures and tectonic structures in abundance as well as some Quaternary 
interest. The trip ended with a ferocious Atlantic storm but some of us made it into Bude on the Monday to 
look at the Whale Rock section. There was once again a supportive input by DGAG to the annual Fossil Fair 
at Lyme Regis. We ran a joint trip with OUGS SW group in June, with an interesting geological traverse 
across Dartmoor, by car I hasten to add! As usual, we had the Chairman’s Picnic in July, based at Poxwell 
Quarry and including a walk around the Poxwell Pericline. In August we had the last Fossil and Mineral Fair 
at Wimborne. Doreen has done an amazing job over the (22) years organising this event and the problem with 
the venue in 2016 meant it was time to move on. 

In the autumn we had the William Smith Bicentenary event at Sherborne which bought delegates from far and 
wide and the whole event was an outstanding success thanks to some careful organisation by Doreen Smith 
and Bob Chandler. The weather was brilliant for this event meaning that the programme at Sherborne Castle 
and in the field was extremely enjoyable. We had a lot of positive feedback from our overseas guests and a 
commemorative booklet has been published to mark the event. In October, we had our annual ‘Holiday 
Rocks’ series of talks by members on their geological highlights from trips to Provence, Lanzarote and New 
Zealand. In November we had the annual dinner which again proved very successful. Steve Etches gave the 

William Smith event at Sherborne Castle 
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 after-dinner talk and gave us a taste of the Museum of Jurassic Life, due for opening in the summer of 2016. 
The Christmas Workshop in December also provided a great opportunity for members to meet up and 
discuss areas of interest as well as having an enjoyable seasonal lunch. 

We continue to promote the study and appreciation of geology through our visits, newsletter, local contacts 
and website. We also continue to give our support to local schools and other organisations with donations, 
advice, resources, annual prizes and fieldwork assistance. Hopefully the programme of events planned for 
2016 will result in another enjoyable, successful year. 

 
ESSEX ROCK & MINERAL SOCIETY  

www.erms.org 
Membership stood at 70 individuals at the end of September. We enjoyed a very wide range of talks and 
demonstrations including Flint Knapping. Subjects ranged from microfossils to the Neanderthals and places 
from Santorini to Somerset. Thanks go to our Secretary Ros Smith for organising this programme. The 
success of Members' Evenings was due to the efforts of members themselves. Tuesday attendance was 
generally 25 to 30, peaking at 40. Visitors paid £4 for attendance, which was well received and which gained 
extra funds for the Society. Our Play and Display table has been in constant use at meetings and members’ 
rocks, fossils, crystals, holiday finds, etc. have maintained extra interest each evening.  
 
Eight of our 2015 trips took place. Some trips were well attended, such as the Walton visit, but with the 
majority of attenders from other clubs or joined as guests; other trips were very low on numbers. 
The ERMS Essex Gem and Mineral Show in February was a great success with an attendance higher than 
last year. Stallholders were happy with the sales and the help received in setting up and taking down. An 

ERMS exhibit, 
'Stuck in the M25' 
prepared by Ros 
Smith and Ian 
Mercer, was set up 
at the November GA 
Festival of Geology 
using photos and 
Essex Field Club 
specimens made 
available by Graham 
Ward. This was also 
shown at Essex 
Field Club, 
Havering Museum 
and the new Essex 
Wildlife Trust 
centre at 
Ingrebourne, 
Hornchurch, which 
helped raise our 
profile locally.  
 
The reprinted 

publicity leaflet helps to maintain visibility and has been praised by other clubs and societies. Members 
attending mineral shows around the country have taken our leaflets with them. Publicity was aided by 
Havering Arts Council, to whom the Society is affiliated, who included our activities in their Festival 
brochure. ERMS members are also involved on the committee of GeoEssex and with the Essex Field Club. 
 

The Greenwood Award was presented at the December social to Doreen White, who has given so many 
years of support, not least in organising December socials. Thanks go to all who have contributed in any 
way, great or small, to the successful continuation of ERMS through this 49th year of geological enjoyment. 

ERMS M25 display at the GA Festival 
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FARNHAM GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

www.farnhamgeosoc.org.uk 
The Farnham Geological Society continues to thrive. Although average attendance at monthly meetings has 
dropped slightly, we have seen a few new visitors coming along who wish to join the society, and mostly have 
found the society via the excellent website, which continues to be maintained by Mike Weaver. Attendance has 
averaged about 44 per meeting. Janet Catchpole again excelled in finding some excellent speakers. The lectures 
began in January after the AGM with a member, John Williams talking on Geology from a Train Seat. We visited 
the Moon with Dr William Joyce, from Birkbeck College, who told us what Moon Rocks could tell us about its 
Origin and Evolution and Dr Mike Streule, from Imperial College, spoke about the History of Tectonics in the 
Alps. From there, to South East Asia, where Dr Gina Barnes, from SOAS London, had studied Jade, its Tectonic 
Formation, Geochemistry and Archaeology. Dr Phillippa Mason, from Imperial College, has been working in 
Greenland and told us about Exploration using Remote Sensing. Back in England David Bone spoke about The 
Historic Building Stones of West Sussex Churches. Dr Matthew Pope from University College, London, spoke 
about English Channel Neanderthals and the year concluded with Dr Paul Taylor from the Natural History 
museum talking about A Brief History of Time in 100 Fossils and had copies of his book to show us. At our 
member's evening in July, Susan Williams gave a short talk on William Smith and this was followed by Janet 
Catchpole and Sally Pritchard recounting their visit to New Zealand. Linda Hamling kindly made a long journey 
to tell us of here experience in New Zealand as she was there during the earthquake. 

There have been 3 residential field trips commencing in Gower, followed by Dartmoor, where granite was 
examined in great detail. Graham was aided and abetted by Dr Alan Bromley and some  interesting discussions 
ensued between a "hard" rock and a "soft" rock geologist. These continued when Dr Alan Bromley again 
accompanied many of "the regulars" on a trip to Dumfries and Galloway, looking for evidence of the closing 
Iapetus Ocean. The first day trip was to Brown's Folly in Gloucestershire, followed by geology and archaeology 
at Cherhill-Uffington, where Graham was assisted by keen archaeologist, Mile Rubra. Further trips were to 
Dunstable, Petersfield and finally theTeme Valley. Members did get rather wet on two occasions but generally 
the weather had been fine. Graham Williams has decided to retire as Field Secretary after 11 years, 80 field trips, 
including 8 overseas. The work and time he has put in has been greatly appreciated and a token of thanks, in the 
form of photos and members' personal memories, was given to him at the AGM. He will continue for the time 
being to assist 2 members to organise some trips. 

Graham Williams leading the FGS 
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 There was a good attendance  from members at the GA Festival this year. Graham and Susan Williams had 
prepared the display on the Dartmoor Granite and the Glamorgan Coast. Thanks as ever go to the rest of the 
committee: Peter Luckham, commencing his 44th year as Treasurer, Sally Pritchard, who is membership 
secretary and Liz Aston, newsletter editor, who compiles 3 newsletters a year. Susan Williams helps to 
prepare the display for the GA Festival and generally helps Graham, and Alan Watts who looks after the 
society's computer, where eventually minutes of meetings will be stored and perhaps some photographic 
records; he also manages the projection of the speaker's pictures at lecture meetings. 

 
HARROW AND HILLINGDON GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

www.hhgs.org.uk 
This year seems to have been one of ups and downs. On the minus side we have had the death of our long-
serving treasurer and three of our speakers have been unable to attend due to illness. On the plus side we have 
been able to quickly get a new (experienced) treasurer as well as a couple of new committee members and all 
three speakers have been re-booked. 

Our main field meeting this year was a week-long visit to Anglesey which we haven’t visited as a Society for 
several years. This was self-led and worked out extremely well due to the enormous amount of work put in by 
our field meetings secretary. We had a great time with good weather and everyone found all the sites easily. 
While there was plenty to do no-one found the schedule too strenuous. This trip formed the basis of our 
exhibition at the GA’s Festival of Geology. 

We had several day visits, mostly to museums and we also had a couple of long week-ends in the West 
Country. Our lectures this year have been varied in content and have been given by both our own members 
and by outside speakers; probably most of the talks have been based on the speaker’s own research. Our 
members evening this August was a DIY building stones walk with attention drawn to all the stones but not all 
the answers given: we were able to meet up afterwards to discuss findings. 

While we have been unable to have our usual fortnight exhibition this year due to the refurbishment of the 
only suitable venue we have been able to put on smaller displays and exhibitions at several local locations; 
unfortunately these rarely seem to bring in any new members. 

Once again our vice President has done a huge amount of work as the Chairman of the London Geodiversity 
Partnership. HHGS has been a member of this partnership since its inception by the GLA in 2008. 

Serpentenised peridotite at Kennack 
Sands, Cornwall  
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HERTFORDSHIRE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

www.hertgeolsoc.ology.org.uk 
 

The start of our 40th anniversary year saw our Chairman in hospital, so the first few meetings were 
chaired by other members of the committee. We celebrated the occasion after our AGM in March with 
cheese and wine and a Micraster cake baking competition. The evening concluded with a whistle stop 
slide show of 40 years of HGS field trips.  
Our lecture programme started the year with Change and decay – studies of the weathering of natural 
stone at the Building Research Establishment 1920-2015 by Dr Tim Yates, this was followed by Bromate 
and other challenges to water supplies from the Chalk of Hertfordshire given by Dr Rob Sage. In April 
Prof. John Catt gave his Presidential Address (Percy Evans Lecture) on What has happened on the 
Chilterns since London Clay times? This was followed in May by Prof David Nash on Puddingstones. 
June saw Dr Tom Argles explaining the current situation for Earth Science teaching: firm foundations or 
shifting sands. One of our own members Dr Peter Banham then celebrated William Smith’s bicentenary 
with William Smith in the Three Counties. After the summer break Dr Laurance Donnelly introduced us 
to Forensic Geology and a full house saw Dr Clive Edmonds talk about a topic of great local interest The 
geology of the Chiltern section of HS2. Dr Susan Evans stepped in to give the final talk of the year on 
Early Cretaceous vertebrate fossils in China.  
Our field trips started in March with a local day trip to Monken Hadley Church and the geology around 
Water End (Potters Bar) led by member Mike Howgate. In April we took a coach to Avebury where we 
were met by Isobel Geddes who showed us around the sarsen stones. In the afternoon we walked up on 
the Upper Chalk of Fyfield Down and finally explored West Kennet Long Barrow. The following month 
we had a guided tour of Oxford Museum by the director Prof. Paul Smith, which included some of 
William Smith’s archives. In June we hosted a joint trip with Reading Geological Society. In the morning 
Dr Liam Gallagher, standing in for Haydon, took us around Kensworth Quarry and in the afternoon Prof. 
John Catt and Clive Maton described Little Heath and the Berkhamstead Puddingstone site to us. Dr Liam 
Gallagher returned to Kensworth Quarry three weeks later for a second joint half day tour of the quarry, 
this time with Farnham Geological Society. Our final field trip of the year in October was a three day 
exploration of the English Riviera Global Geopark (ERG), at Tor Bay, led by Prof. Malcolm Hart.  
At the Festival of Geology in November we exhibited a topical display about the St Albans sinkhole that 
had opened up overnight the previous month. 

 
 

 

HGS outside Oxford Museum 
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 THE KIRKALDY SOCIETY 
Alumni of Queen Mary College Geology Department 

 
Chairman: Mr R A D Markham, Meetings Secretary: Mr M E Howgate, Membership Secretary: Mrs S 
M Greenwood, Newsletter Editor: Mr D A Greenwood, Treasurer: Mr C Walker. Contact: Susan 
Greenwood, 7 Vernon Crescent, East Barnet, Hertfordshire, EN4 8QG. Tel: 020 8449 6614. E-mail: 
kirksoc@sky.com 

As before our program has been limited with just an Annual Dinner in London in April and a Fossils in 
the City walk in May led by Mike Howgate that looked at examples ranging from Ordovician orthocone 
nautiloids at St Paul’s Cathedral, Carbonifereous Limestone productids, crinoids and corals in 
Aldermanbury Square, many examples of Portland Stone fauna en route, and ended at a spectacular 
Megalosaurid footprint on a wall near Bank Underground Station. A planned weekend in Scarborough 
to coincide with the William Smith celebrations had to be abandoned due to the indisposition of the 
leader. The Society also saw the retirement of only its second Chairman, Dr A C Bishop, after ten years 
faithful service. 

Once again Members of the Society were saddened to hear of the death of another of our stalwarts, Dr 
Bill French, in November. Bill was a keen supporter of the Society and was well known to Members of 
the GA having served as General Secretary (1978-82), President (2002-04) and as a long-serving 
member of Council. He was also a recipient of the Foulerton Award in 1986.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr Bill French - 
1934-2015 (photo  
2009 by Tony Iles 
who is still with us 
in spirit!)  
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 GEOLANCASHIRE 

www.geolancashire.org.uk 
The year began with an Annual General Meeting when a revised constitution was presented and 
approved. After some discussion and designs from two professional graphic designers, members voted to 
adopt the idea put forward by the Secretary. Our new website has been developed, with generous 
financial support from the Curry Fund. 

The latest Geotrail Guide for Shedden was published in early 2015. This is a collaboration between 
GeoLancashire, the Ribble Rivers Trust and United Utilities, part of a Heritage Lottery funded project, 
the Urban Rivers Enhancement Scheme. The Ribble Rivers Trust hosted the national Rivers Trust 
conference in Burnley, when Jennifer Rhodes was one od sixteen speakers representing organisations and 
professional bodies from all parts of the United Kingdom. 

Indoor lectures during the year included subjects as diverse as the geology of New Zealand (based on a 
GA tour in 2014), the geology of Kintyre and the use of seismic techniques in geological and structural 
exploration. During the autumn, we heard an extraordinary story of a man who died alone in an 
abandoned lead mine and was not discovered for over seventy years. By a series of amazing 
coincidences, it has been possible to discover his identity and the probable reason for his presence in the 
mine. A presentation in October included a unique set of glass slides, taken during the construction of the 
Manchester Ship Canal. A talk on Crummack Dale in the Craven area of Yorkshire was followed in 
December by a members’ evening with a variety of short presentations.  

GeoLancashire organized a field excursion to Todmorden Moor, led by Dr John Knight, president of the 
Yorkshire Geological Society. This was run as part of Yorkshire Geology Month. We were delighted that 
it was attended by 32 people drawn from six geological societies – Liverpool, Manchester, Lancashire, 
Yorkshire, Craven and Pendle and the Open University. This excursion and the two which followed were 
organized jointly with the Manchester Geological Association. In May, Hilary Davies of the Liverpool 
Geological Society led an excursion to examine the Triassic rocks and glacial deposits exposed along the 
Dee shore of the Wirral peninsula. In July we were the guests of John Peate, Hanson’s Principal 
Geologist, in a visit to Criggion Quarry near Oswestry, the source quarry for much of the olivine dolerite 
used as road stone in England and Wales. On the same day we visited the heritage area at Llanymynech, 
where a Hoffmann lime kiln has been restored and interpreted. Our final excursion took place in August 
when we visited several quarries in the Skipton anticline area. 

Inspecting the geology exposed in a road cutting at 
West Kirby Wirral 
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 MOLE VALLEY GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY  

www.mvgs.org.uk  
In January Dr Chris Duffin gave us a hilarious talk on the eccentric Professor Buckland. In February Dr 
Zerina Johanson amazed us with an account of the love life of Devonian fish and in March we learnt from 
Dr Waltham how lucky we are to live on Planet Earth. In April Dr Natalyn Ala told us about ground water, 
clean and polluted. In April we spent a day looking at the chalk guided by Professor Rory Mortimore. In 
May Professor Colin Summerhayes horrified us with stories of how our planet has swung from greenhouse 
to ice house climates. In June we held our Summer Soireé when members’ micro-lecturettes were 
accompanied by Pimms, wine and even soft drinks. 

In late September over 20 members enjoyed a field trip to North Devon lead by Professor John Cosgrove – 
with amazing fine weather! The Annual Dinner in October was very jolly and by holding it at the end of 
the AGM kept AOB wonderfully short. In November Dr Julia Prytulak described the results of her recent 2 
month cruise on the Joides Resolution drill ship to study the largest volcano on Earth on the Shatsky Rise 
in the NW Pacific. The year concluded with the Annual Christmas Soireé with members’ micro-lecturettes, 
accompanied by mulled wine and mince pies.  

Our finances are currently sound. Membership continues stable at +/- 80. Attendance is good. Lectures and 
soireés normally attract an audience of at least 50, including visitors who often metamorphose into 
members.  

 

Pontificating Professor 
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 NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE GROUP OF THE GEOLOGISTS ASSOCIATION 
www.esci.keele.ac.uk/nsgga  

 
Our programme included both lectures and fieldtrips this year with lectures attended by 40% to 50% of  
members at each meeting, including students from Keele University; we have just under 90 members and two 
schools/sixth-form colleges have joined under the new education group category. Lectures were given by Dr 
John Nudds (Manchester University) entitled Dinosaur Embryos - Exceptional Preservation of Dinosaur Eggs 
and Embryos from the Upper Cretaceous of Henan Province; by Dr Tony Waltham (formerly Nottingham Trent 
University) on Sinking Cities; by Dr Patrick Cossey (Chair NSGGA) Tunisian Tales Part 2 – Phosphates and 
Water; and by Professor Dave Tappin (British Geological Survey) Tsunamis – learning from recent events. 
Professor Hugh Torrens (Keele University) gave the 15th Wolverson Cope Lecture in celebration of the Bi-
Centenary of the publication of William Smith’s 1815 Geology Map of England and Wales.  

The series of fieldtrips included visits to the National Stone Centre and Black Rock led by Peter Jones (NSGGA) 
and to Congleton Edge and Bosley Cloud led by Eileen Fraser (NSGGA). A weekend field trip to the Mid Wales 
Coast was led by Dr Keith Nichols and Dr Jerry Davies. An evening field trip to Masson Hill, Bonsall, led by 
Colin Bagshaw (EMGS), was a joint event with East Midlands Geological Society.  Peter Jones attended the 
Local Groups meeting of the GA in London. The year finished with the Christmas Social at The Keele 
Sustainability Hub which included a display of members’ “pet rocks”, an opportunity to purchase signed copies 
of Peter Floyd’s newly published book Building Stones and Stone Buildings of Staffordshire, and a short talk by 
Eileen Fraser entitled Bermuda. 

The John Myers awards for Keele University Geology undergraduates’ final year projects were administered by 
a NSGGA sub-committee. The third year mapping project winner was Hannah Warrener, the runner up was 

Louis Howell. The MGeoscience 
winner was Amy Parker and the 
runner up was Sean Whitley. This 
award is part-funded by Ann 
Myatt, John Myers’ daughter, 
who has kindly agreed to continue 
the cash awards. Many thanks to 
Dianne Lawrence for co-
ordinating this.  

We would like to thank two long 
serving committee members who 
stood down as officers at the 
AGM; Brenda Kay for her work 
as Treasurer and Eileen Fraser as 
Secretary. Tony Marks and 
Barbara Kleiser have taken over 
these roles and Peter Jones that of 
organising the lecture programme. 
Thanks are also due to Janet 
Osborn for taking and providing 

the Minutes, David Osborn as Membership Secretary, Dr Ian Stimpson for his production of the Bulletin, Steve 
Alcock for organising the fieldtrip programme and Chris Eardley and John Parton who make everyone welcome 
at our meetings. Dr Ian Stimpson as GeoConservation Staffordshire Liaison Officer kept us well informed of 
activities. Finally we would like to give huge thanks to Dr Patrick Cossey who among many tasks encouraged 
new membership of the committee and on handing over the position of Chairman to Dr Ian Stimpson has 
continued to give his valuable guidance as Vice Chairman. Notification was given that in tribute to the life and 
work of David B Thompson (1932-2013), NSGGA together with the Earth Science Teachers’ Association had 
established the David B Thompson Fieldwork Archive and made this available via the NSGGA website. It was 
also with great sadness that the death of honorary committee member Ted Watkin was recorded; he had been an 
active NSGGA member since 1950. 

Liaison between GeoConservation Staffordshire and the NSGGA is ongoing and there have been site clearance 
and maintenance events attended by members. There are also strong links with local organisations such as the 

NSGGA members at Llangrannog  
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Potteries Museum, the Institute of Materials, Minerals and Mining, Ecton Hill Field Study Association, the 
OUGS and other GA and GS groups. We would like to thank all members, speakers and field trip leaders 
and look forward to another year of involvement in the promotion of geology to the general public as well 
as ourselves.  

SOUTH WALES GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION 
Cymdeithas y Daearegwyr – Grwp de Cymru 

www.swga.org.uk 
 

President: Rhian Kendall; Vice President: John Davies; Programme Secretary: Stephen Howe, Treasurer: 
Hazel Trenbirth; Secretary: Janet Hiscott; Acting Membership Secretary: Caroline Davies; Editor: Rhian 
Kendall; Ordinary committee members: Lesley Cherns, Tom Sharpe, Cindy Howells, Marnix Roels, Mike 
Gregory (resigned), Christian Baars (resigned), Co-opted member for Geo-conservation: Nigel McGaw; ex 
officio President: Geraint Owen.   
In January a successful ‘Holiday Geology’ was held in the National Museum of Wales with 12 talks by 
members and a Review of the Year from Stephen Howe. In May, Stephen Howe led a walk as part of the 
Vale of Glamorgan Waking Festival to Ogmore and Pant-y-slade.  The Group mounted a stall at the Out of 
the Woods Festival in Sophia Gardens in July, holding a Fossil Bash. There was also a Rockwatch 
weekend led by Stephen Howe and Sid Howells that was attended by 27 children and their families. In 
November, 5 members of the Group attended the Festival of Geology in London, putting on a display in 
conjunction with the National Museum of Wales about the new dinosaur that has been discovered on the 
South Glamorgan Coast. In addition field meetings visited Martley in Worcestershire with John Nicklin, 
Brecon Beacons (weekend trips) with John Davies and Geraint Evans, Mendip Hills with Doug Robinson, 
Malevern Hills with Dr R M Owens, Severnside with Peter Hodges, Porthcawl & Sker with Stephen Howe 
and Vaynor & Pontsticll wih John Davies. Lecture meetings included British Dinosaurs: A  story untold by 
Dean Lomax, Underlands - a journey through Britain's Lost Landscape by Ted Nield, Mr Smith’s 
Remarkable Maps by Tom Sharpe, Forensic Micropaleontology by Haydon Bailey (TR Owen Memorial 
lecture),  ; Intrusive Lava Flows by Ian Skilling (joint meeting with Geol Soc) and Minerals and Gems of 
the Cairngorm Roy Starkey. Thanks go to all our Speakers and Field Trip Leaders, to the National 
Museum Cardiff, and to Swansea and Cardiff Universities for their continued support in the use of their 
facilities. 
The Group maintained its website and its Facebook page with up-to-date entries concerning its events. A 
Newsletter was issued on 4 occasions and distributed electronically to the majority of the membership, the 
remainder receiving a paper copy. A generous donation of books was made by Janet Courtier on behalf of 
her late husband Barry. These books were offered, with others, to members in exchange for a donation to 
the Group’s funds, thereby raising £74.50. We have over 130 members and there is a steady turnover in 
membership. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GA South 
Wales at the 
Festival of 
Geology 2015 
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WEST SUSSEX GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY  

www.wsgs.org.uk 
 

Chairman: John Lonergan, Deputy Chairman: Robert Robelou, Secretary: Elizabeth Steel, Treasurer: 
Dennis Corlett, Field Trip Secretary: John Lonergan: Membership Secretary: Val Anniston. 

Founded in 1977, we have 80 members from West Sussex and beyond. We run field trips here and further 
afield, and hold regular lectures in Worthing on all aspects of geology. We publish our journal Outcrop 
twice a year. This year we hosted the GA’s GeoLab, to encourage more to enjoy geology and we have had 
lectures on a very wide range of topics, from both visiting speakers and our own members. January Virtual 
Palaeontology Dr Mark Sutton, February AGM, March Numerical Modelling for Strata Professor Peter 
Burgess, April Lusi Mud Volcano Disaster in Indonesia David Shilston, May Seafloor Methane Gas 
Hydrates Dr Angus Best, June The Chalk Aquifer: Present and Future Nigel Hoad, September Does the 
Earth move for you? From Great Earthquakes to Silent Slips Dr Rebecca Bell, October Structure Under 
S.E. England Dr Richard Ghail, November Active Faults in Indonesia Myanmar Dr Ian Watkinson, 
December Maldives Geology David Bone and Christmas Meeting. 

Our field trips in 2015 covered building stones, landscape, fossils, historical geology and the underlying 
geology. In addition to our annual May long weekend field trip to the Lleyn Peninsular, joint with the 
Woolhope Society and led by Dave Green, we ran eight day field trips. March Geology of Fernhurst led by 
John Lonergan and Alan Bell, May Bognor Foreshore led by David Bone, June Building stones of 
Steyning Church led by David Bone June Thirteenth Annual Downland Walk led by Anthony Brook, July 
William Smith in Sussex with the GA and OUGS led by John Lonergan and Sue Vernon, August Rock-a-
Nore towards Fairlight led by Peter Austen, September Worthing Building Stones led by Alan Bell and 
John Lonergan, September Coastal change around the Selsey peninsula led by David Bone.  

In addition we held our annual displays at the Worthing Library and the GA Reunion, both based on our 
annual long weekend to the Jurassic Coast. We are very grateful to all our speakers and Field trip leaders 
and we welcome everyone (expert, novice or somewhere in between) with an interest in any aspect of 
geology. We are also involved with the Worthing Heritage Trails to ensure geology is included in these, 
and led a building stones walk for the Worthing Coastal Sustainability Fair and MCS Beach Clean Day. 

 

David Bone leading the trip to 
Steyning Church 
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THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION      Page 1               
 
STATEMENT OF COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES AND DISCLOSURE TO AUDITOR 
FOR THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The trustees are responsible for preparing the Trustees Report and the financial statements in accordance with 
applicable law and United Kingdom Accounting Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice). 
 
The law applicable to charities in England and Wales requires the trustees to prepare financial statements for 
each financial year which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the charity and the incoming 
resources and application of resources of the charity for that period.   
 
In preparing the financial statements the trustees are required to: 
 
- select suitable accounting policies and then apply them consistently; 

 
- observe the methods and principles in the charity’s SORP;  

 
- make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
 
- state whether applicable accounting standards have been explained in the financial statements; 
 
- prepare the financial statements on the going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that 

the charity will continue in operation. 
 
The trustees are responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with reasonable accuracy at 
any time the financial position of the charity and enable them to ensure that the financial statements comply with 
the Charities Act 2011, the Charity (Accounts and Reports) Regulations and provisions of the trust deed.  They 
are also responsible for safeguarding the assets of the charity and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE GEOLOGISTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We have audited the financial statements of The Geologists’ Association for the year ended 31 December 2015 
which comprise the Statement of Financial Activities, the Balance Sheet, and the related notes.  The financial 
reporting framework that has been applied in their preparation is applicable law United Kingdom Accounting 
Standards (United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting Practice). 
 
This report is made solely to charity’s trustees, as a body, in accordance with the Charities Act 2011.  Our audit 
work has been undertaken so that we might state to the charity’s members those matters we are required to 
state to them in an auditors’ report and for no other purpose.  To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not 
accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than the charity and the charity’s trustees as a body, for our 
audit work, for this report, or for the opinions we have formed. 
 
Respective responsibilities of trustees and auditor 
 
As explained more fully in the Trustees’ Responsibilities Statement set out on page 1, the trustees are 
responsible for the preparation of financial statements which give a true and fair view. 
 
We have been appointed as auditor under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 and report in accordance with 
regulations made under section 154 of that Act. Our responsibility is to audit and express an opinion on the 
financial statements in accordance with applicable law and International Standards on Auditing (UK and 
Ireland).  Those standards require us to comply with the Auditing Practices Board’s [APB’S] Ethical Standards 
for Auditors. 
 
Scope of the audit of the financial statements 
 
An audit involves obtaining evidence about the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements sufficient to 
give reasonable assurance that the financial statements are free from material misstatement, whether caused 
by fraud or error.  This includes an assessment of: whether the accounting policies are appropriate to the 
charity’s circumstances and have been consistently applied and adequately disclosed; the reasonableness of 
significant accounting estimates made by the trustees; and the overall presentation of the financial statements.  
In addition, we read all the financial and non-financial information in the Trustees Annual Report to identify 
material inconsistencies with the audited financial statements.  If we become aware of any apparent material 
misstatements or inconsistencies we consider the implications for our report. 
 
 Opinion on financial statements 
 
In our opinion the financial statements: 
 
 give a true and fair view of the state of the charity’s affairs as at 31 December 2015, and of its income 

and application of income for the year then ended; 
 

 have been properly prepared in accordance with United Kingdom Generally Accepted Accounting 
Practice; and 
 

 have been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Charities Act 2011. 
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT TO THE TRUSTEES OF THE GEOLOGISTS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Matters on which we are required to report by exception 
 
We have nothing to report in respect of the following matters where the Charities Act 2011 requires us to report 
to you if, in our opinion: 
 
 the information given in the Trustees’ Annual Report is inconsistent in any material respect with the 

financial statements; or 
 

 sufficient accounting records have not been kept; or 
  

  the financial statements are not in agreement with the accounting records and returns; or 
 

 we have not received all the information and explanations we require for our audit. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
Simpkins Edwards LLP     Date:  1st April 2016 
Statutory Auditor  

Michael House  

Castle Street  

Exeter EX4 3LQ 
 
 
  
Simpkins Edwards LLP is eligible to act as an auditor in terms of section 1212 of the Companies Act 2006. 
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(INCLUDING THE CURRY FUND) 
 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2015 
_______________________________________________________________________________________                 
                                                                         
 
                  2015             2014 
 Notes   £  £  £  £ 
 
FIXED ASSETS            
Fixtures and Fittings 5  1,291          1,614     
 
INVESTMENTS          
General Fund    306,313 315,659   
Trust Funds   590,866 559,249      
Curry Fund  714,812   754,364  
  _______  _______ 
 6  1,611,991  1,629,272 
              
CURRENT ASSETS           
Stock 7  37,291 34,840   
Debtors and Prepayments 8 29,414 39,628   
Bank and cash 9 298,470 308,108   
  _________ _________             
  365,175  382,576 
 
CURRENT LIABILITIES      
Creditors due within one year 10  (96,447)    (108,653)
           _________  _________ 
 
NET ASSETS  1,882,010    1,904,809         
  _________  _________ 
 
REPRESENTED BY: 
      
General Fund 11/12  389,174  381,540 
Designated Funds 11/12  231,441  243,163  
Restricted Funds 11/12  488,149  483,011 
Curry Fund 11/12   773,246  797,095 
   _________  _________ 
 
   1,882,010  1,904,809 
   _________  _________ 
 
 
Approved by the Council on April 1st 2016 and signed on their behalf by: 
 

  
Dr Haydon Bailey  Dr Graham Williams  
 
 
President           Honorary Treasurer 
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(INCLUDING THE CURRY FUND) 
 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
__________________________________________________________________________              
      
          Notes        General and 
  Designated Restricted Curry Total Total 
  Funds Funds Fund 2015 2014 
  £ £ £ £ £ 
Income  
Subscriptions, donations and legacies        80,847 46,298                1,366       128,511           166,792 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Trading activities                             11,830 - -             11,830             11,936             
   ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Investment income    20,834 14,775 29,987 65,596 58,291 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
   
Charitable activities                                  136,615  9,058  2,716        148,389          163,143 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Total income                2            250,126 70,131 34,069 354,326 400,162 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
Expenditure 
  
Charitable expenditure  229,717 59,005 18,369 307,091 332,739 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ _________ 
 
Total expenditure             3         229,717 59,005 18,369 307,091 332,739 
   ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Net incoming and movement in funds 
before gains and losses on  
investments   20,409                 11,126 15,700 47,235 67,423 
 
Gains/(losses) on investments  6 (24,497)  (5,988) (39,549)  (70,034) 62,759     
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
     
Net movement in funds  (4,088) 5,138     (23,849)  (22,799) 130,182    
 
Total funds brought forward          11         624,703 483,011 797,095 1,904,809 1,774,627 
  ________ ________ _______ _______ ________ 
 
Total funds carried forward        11        620,615 488,149 773,246 1,882,010 1,904,809 
  ________ ________ _______ _______ ________              
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES 
 
a) Basis of accounting 
  

The financial statements have been prepared are on the basis of the historic cost convention at cost or transaction value, 
except property and investments which shown at fair value in accordance with: 

 
• Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities (FRS 102); and Update Bulletin; 

 
• And with the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the United Kingdom and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102); 
 
 And with the Charities Act 2011. 

 
• And with  Accounting Standards  (UK Generally Accepted Practice) as applied from 1 January 2015 

 
The financial statements have been prepared to give a ‘true and fair’ view and have departed from the Charities 
(Accounts and Reports) Regulations 2008 only to the extent required to provide a ‘true and fair’ view.  This departure 
has involved following Accounting and Reporting by Charities preparing their financial statements in accordance with 
the Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102) issued on 16 July 2014 
rather than the Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice effective from 1 April 
2005 which has since been withdrawn. 

 
  The charity constitutes a public benefit entity as defined by FRS 102. 
 
b) Reconciliation with previously Generally Accepted Accounting Practice 

  
In preparing the financial statements, the trustees have considered whether in applying the accounting policies 
required by FRS 102 and the Charities SORP. FRS 102, a restatement of comparative items was needed.  No 
restatements were required. 

 
c) Income 

 
Subscriptions, donations and legacies 

  
Subscriptions and associated tax claims are included in the year to which the subscription relates. Legacies are 
recognised by reference to the date probate is granted, or if later, as soon as they are capable of being measured 
in financial terms. 

 
Trading Activities 
Income from trading activities consists of the profit share on ‘Geology Today’. 
 
Investment income  
Income from dividends is accounted for on receipt. Interest is accounted for on an accruals basis. 
 
Charitable activities  
Sales of publications, income from field meetings, insurance and from miscellaneous income are included in the 
financial statements when due. 

 
  d)  Resources expended  
 

All expenditure is accounted for on an accruals basis and has been classified under headings that aggregate all 
costs related to the category. Where costs cannot be directly attributed to particular headings they have been 
allocated to activities on a basis consistent with the use of resources. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE GEOLOGISTS’ ASSOCIATION                                      Page 7 

 
NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
1 ACCOUNTING POLICIES (continued) 

 
 Charitable activities include the costs involved in the provision of services that the Geologists’ Association 

provides. 
 Governance costs include those incurred in the governance of the charity and its assets, and are primarily 

associated with constitutional and statutory requirements. 
 

Grants payable are recognised in the financial statements when a commitment has been made, and there are no 
conditions to be met relating to the grant which remain in the control of the charity. Grants with performance 
conditions are only recognised in the statement of financial activities once the recipient of the grant has provided 
the specified service or output. 

 
e)           Gains/(losses) on investments 

 
Realised and unrealised gains and losses on the revaluation and disposal of investment assets are included in the 
statement of financial activities as “gains/(losses) on investments”.  They are split according to the fund concerned 
(see note 11).  The breakdown of the split between realised and unrealised profits/(losses) can be found in note 6. 

  
f)  Assets and liabilities  
   

These are included in the balance sheet at the following amounts: 
         

Fixed assets at cost less an appropriate provision for depreciation.  
Current assets at the lower of cost and net realisable value, including bank balances held in deposit accounts. 
Liabilities at their settlement value 
 

g)         Tangible fixed assets 
 

Depreciation is provided on all tangible fixed assets, at rates calculated to write off the cost, less estimated 
residual value, of each asset over its expected useful life, as follows: 

  
Fixtures, fittings and equipment  20% per annum on reducing balance basis 

 
h) Investments  

 
Investments are valued at fair value based on a market value derived from a quoted stock market price. 

 
i) Stocks 

 
Stocks of books are valued at the lower of cost and net realisable value. 

 
j) Unrestricted funds  

  
The unrestricted funds of the charity consist of general funds that the charity may use at its own discretion. 

 
k) Restricted funds 

 
Restricted funds are funds that can only be used for restricted purposes within the objects of the charity. 
Restrictions arise when specified by the donor or when funds are raised for a particular purpose. 

 
l) Basic financial Instruments 

 
The charity only has financial assets and liabilities of a kind that qualify as base financial instruments.  Basic financial 
investments are initially recognised at transaction value and subsequently measured at their settlement value. 
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NOTES FORMING PART OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
2 INCOME  2015              General and 
  Designated Restricted Curry Total Total 
  Funds Funds Fund 2015 2014 
  £ £ £ £ £               

Subscriptions, donations  
and legacies:   

              Annual subscriptions 55,635 3,954 - 59,589   57,736 
              Gift Aid  7,100 1,631 -  8,731 9,675  
              Donations, bequests  
              and sponsorship  18,112 40,713 1,366          60,191 99,381  
  _______ _______ _______ ______ _______  
 
  80,847 46,298 1,366 128,511 166,792 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______      
             Trading activities: 
             ‘Geology Today’ profit share 11,830 - - 11,830           11,936    
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
          
            Investment income  20,834 14,775 29,987 65,596 58,291 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
            Charitable activities: 
            Sales of publications  52,844 - - 52,844 37,809 
            Group payments for insurance 12,246 - - 12,246 11,634 
            Field meetings  64,417   6,035 - 70,452  98,912 
            Miscellaneous income  3,821       3,023 2,716 9,560  9,848 
            GA Annual Conference  1,931 - - 1,931 3,325 
            GA Festival of Geology  1,356 - - 1,356 1,615 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
   
  136,615 9,058 2,716 148,389 163,143 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________
   
 
            Total income                      250,126 70,131 34,069 354,326 400,162 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 

           2014 
 
           Subscriptions, donations  
           and legacies:   
           Annual subscriptions 52,876 4,860 -   57,736  
           Gift Aid  9,675 - -  9,675  
           Donations, bequests  
           and sponsorship  14,655 84,726 -          99,381   
  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
  77,206 89,586 - 166,792 
  _______ _______ _______ _______     
          Trading activities:  
          ‘Geology Today’ profit share 11,936 - -           11,936  
  _______ ______            _______ _______ 
 
          Investment income   22,611 11,736 23,944 58,291 
  _______ _______ _______ _______  
          Charitable activities: 
         Sales of publications  37,809 - - 37,809 
         Group payments for insurance 11,634 - - 11,634  
         Field meetings    98,912 - -  98,912  
         Miscellaneous income      1,938   7,910 -  9,848  
         GA Annual Conference  3,325 - - 3,325    
         GA Festival of Geology  1,615 - - 1,615 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
  155,233 7,910 - 163,143  
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
         Total income                         266,986                   109,232                 23,944          400,162  
  ________ ________ ________ ________  
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
3 EXPENDITURE  2015   

 
    General and 

                      Designated         Restricted            Curry               Total Total  
 Funds            Funds                Fund                 2015 2014 
                                                      £                      £                      £                      £                    £ 

Charitable expenditure     
 Publications:   
 Printing and Production Costs  45,379 17,378 -    62,757 60,841 
            Office Costs 15,803 - - 15,803 14,696  
 _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
           
                                                        61,182 17,378 - 78,560 75,537     
 
 Other costs: 
 Grants, Awards and Subvention  5,059 8,774 13,794 27,627 23,730     
 Salaries                                      60,173 - - 60,173 57,440  
 Officers’ Expenses     2,647                      - 219 2,866 2,900 
 Office Expenses                         16,198 - 3,188 19,386   16,792  
 Less: Charged to Publications  (15,803) - -             (15,803) (14,696) 
 Less: Curry Fund contribution    (3,188) - - (3,188) (3,188) 
 Less: Rockwatch contribution    (8,514) - - (8,514) (8,619)        
 Administrative Expenses   
 of Rockwatch                                     - 14,957 -              14,957 24,102  
 Meetings and Functions 16,868 10,675 940 28,483 16,294  
 GA Annual Conference 2,446 - - 2,446 7,602  
 GA Festival of Geology 2,087 - - 2,087 2,935  
 Stationery and Printing                2,998 - -              2,998  3,925  
 Depreciation of Equipment          323  - -              323     403  
 Accountancy                                2,020 - 200          2,220      1,825  
 Insurance for Groups                 12,453 - -             12,453   12,239 
 Insurance             2,345 - -                2,345  2,587  
 Bank Charges       1,537    - -            1,537      1,442  
 Miscellaneous                       1,667      - 28            1,695     2,456  
 Field Meetings                    61,957 7,221 -           69,178    98,783  
 Library                - - -           -    - 
 Earth Heritage 1,155                - -           1,155 1,000  
 Advertising                       727 -  -           727    944  
 Website - - -           -    3,023  
 Membership Team Project 140 - - 140 399  
                                          ________  _______ _______ _______  _______ 
       
                 226,477 59,005 18,369 303,851    329,855      
  Governance:  
 Audit 3,240 - - 3,240 2,884  
  ________  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
  
 Total Expenditure 229,717 59,005 18,369 307,091 332,739  
  ________ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
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 3   EXPENDITURE 2014 

 
General and 

                      Designated         Restricted            Curry               Total   
 Funds            Funds                Fund                 2014  
                                                      £                      £                      £                      £                     
Charitable expenditure     
Publications:   
Printing and Production Costs  43,485             17,356                   -               60,841        
Office Costs 14,696 - - 14,696  
 _______ _______ _______ _______ 
           
                                                 58,181             17,356                    -             75,537        
 

 Grants, Awards and Subvention  3,259               7,020             13,451         23,730        
Salaries                                      57,440                     -                        -              57,440  
Officers’ Expenses                       2,435 -      465 2,900  
Office Expenses                         13,604                   -                 3,188          16,792  
Less: Charged to Publications  (14,696)                    -                        -             (14,696)  
Less: Curry Fund contribution    (3,188) - - (3,188)  
Less: Rockwatch contribution    (8,619) - - (8,619)        
Administrative Expenses   
of Rockwatch                                     -             24,102                    -              24,102  
Meetings and Functions 14,094 -    2,200 16,294  
GA Annual Conference 7,602 - - 7,602  
GA Festival of Geology 2,935 - - 2,935  
Stationery and Printing                3,925                     -                         -               3,925  
Depreciation of Equipment           403                     -                         -                  403  
Accountancy                                1,575                     -                    250               1,825  
Insurance for Groups                 12,239                     -                         -               12,239  
Insurance                  2,587                      -                         -                 2,587  
Bank Charges          1,442                     -                         -                 1,442  
Miscellaneous                            2,456                     -                         -                2,456  
Field Meetings                    98,783                     -                         -              98,783  
Earth Heritage                1,000                -                         -           1,000  
Advertising                        944                -                         -              944  
Website                        3,023                -                         -              3,023 
Membership Team Project 399 - - 399 
                                          ________  _______ _______ _______   
      
                261,823            48,478          19,554    329,855       
 Governance costs 
Audit 2,884 - - 2,884  
 ________  _______ _______ _______  
  
Total Expenditure 264,707 48,478 19,554 332,739  
 ________ _______ _______ _______  
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4 STAFF COSTS, TRUSTEES’ REMUNERATION AND EXPENSES  

    
    2015   2014   

      £   £ 
 

Salaries     53,505   51,110   
 Social Security Costs - Employer’s NI 2,671 2,898     
 Employer’s Pension Contributions 3,997 3,432  
  _______ _______  
   
   60,173 57,440  
   _______ _______ 
 
 Geologists Association  48,471 45,633  
 Rockwatch contribution towards salaries 8,514 8,619  
 Curry Fund contribution towards salaries 3,188 3,188  
  _______ _______ 
   
  60,173 57,440  
  _______ _______ 
 

 The Geologists’ Association employs 2 staff in administration. No member of staff earns more than 
£60,000 per annum. No remuneration was paid or payable, directly or indirectly out of the funds of the 
charity to any Council member or to any person or persons connected with any of them. However Council 
members are reimbursed out of the funds of the charity for expenses incurred in carrying out their duties. 
In 2015, officers’ expenses reimbursed totalled £2,866 (2014: £2,900). 

 
 
5  FURNITURE, FITTINGS AND EQUIPMENT 

  £ 
 Cost at 1 January 2015 33,117           
 Additions - 
 ________    
     
 Cost at 31 December 2015 33,117           
  ________ 
 
 Depreciation at 1 January 2015 31,503 
 Charge for year 323 
  ________    
     
 Depreciation at 31 December 2015 31,826       
 ________    
     
 Net Book Value at 31 December 2015 1,291             
  ________ 
 
 Net Book Value at 31 December 2014          1,614  
 ________  
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6  INVESTMENTS                                                                                       Market Value 
  Cost 2015 2014 
  £ £ £ 
 General Fund 255,249 306,313 315,659  
   _______ ________ ________ 

 
 Foulerton Award 5,900 8,582 8,509  
 Henry Stopes Memorial Fund 1,054 1,251 1,291  
 G W Young Fund 23,304 21,890 14,322  
 Baker-Arber Fund 7,000 11,948 11,803  
 Halstead Fund 5,000 5,069 5,265  
 Richardson Fund 5,000 5,069 5,265  
 Middlemiss Fund 13,600 20,630 20,027  
 Japec Fund 64,989 82,363 87,149  
 Wyley Fund 178,228 194,067 208,375  
 Tupper Fund 64,697 93,813 94,008  
 Callomon – Porter Fund 23,394 25,025 12,295  
 Rockwatch 90,000 97,501 67,716  
 UKOGL 24,991 23,658 23,224  
  ________ ________ ________ 
   
  507,157 590,866 559,249  
  ________ ________ ________ 
   
 Curry Fund not known 714,812 754,364  
  ________ ________ ________ 
 
 Total investments 762,406 1,611,991 1,629,272  
  ________ ________ ________ 
 
 The investments summarised above are listed on a recognised stock exchange.  A detailed summary of 

these investments can be found in the notes accompanying the statutory financial statements. 
 
 Investment reconciliation  2015 2014 

  £ £ 
 
 Market value at 1 January  1,629,272 1,513,899  
 Acquisitions during the year  147,525 112,971  
 Sales during the year  (94,772) (60,357)  
 Realised profits/(losses) on investments  7,228 2,788  
 Unrealised profits/(losses) on investments  (77,262) 59,971  
   ________ ________ 
 
 Market value at 31 December  1,611,991 1,629,272  
   ________ ________ 
 
7 STOCK  2015 2014 

   £ £ 
 
 Stock of guide books  37,291 34,840  
   ________ ________ 
 
8 DEBTORS AND PREPAYMENTS  2015 2014 

   £ £ 
 

Debtors and prepayments  26,176 34,360  
 VAT recoverable  2,588 2,268  
 Loans outstanding  650 3,000 
   ________ ________ 
 
   29,414 39,628  
   ________ ________ 
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9 BANK AND CASH  2015 2014 

   £ £ 
 
 The Royal Bank of Scotland:  General Fund  130,000 116,588  
                                                 Rockwatch  8,054 45,203  
 Barclays Bank Plc                   Curry Fund  35,750 23,827  
 Charities Deposit Fund:           Curry Fund  46,392 46,184  
                                                  Rockwatch  72,872 72,545  
 Hargreaves Lansdown Asset Management Ltd  5,149 3,761  
 Cash in hand  253 -  
   _________ _________ 
 
   298,470 308,108  
   _________ _________ 
 
10 CREDITORS DUE WITHIN ONE YEAR  2015 2014 

   £ £ 
 
 Subscriptions in Advance  43,645 43,110  
 Creditors and Accruals 28,846 36.042 
 Grants payable 23,956 29,501 
  _________ _________ 
 
  96,447 108,653  
  _________ _________ 
11   RESERVES 
  

a)   Restricted Funds 2015 
                                                                              Unrealised  
            profit/(loss)   

  Opening                         on   Closing 
                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  Balance  
   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 Restricted Trust Funds 
 Foulerton Award 9,027 341 200 73 - 9,241 
 Henry Stopes Memorial   2,142 53 250 (40) - 1,905 
 G W Young Fund 20,108 731 850 (1,615) - 18,374 
 Baker-Arber Fund 13,265 456 - 145 - 13,866 
 Halstead Fund 8,805 213 234 (196) - 8,588 
 Richardson Fund 8,088 213 500 (196) - 7,605 
 Middlemiss Fund 22,907 487 50 603 - 23,947 
 Japec Fund 98,182 3,227 2,090 (4,786) - 94,533 
 Tupper Fund 102,938 4,162 4,000 (195) - 102,905 
 Rockwatch 174,049 58,857 50,231 (215) - 182,460 
 UKOGL 23,500 1,391 600 434 - 24,725 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
  483,011 70,131 59,005 (5,988) - 488,149 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
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11   RESERVES (continued) 
  
 The Restricted Funds above exist to make grants to individuals and groups within the field of geology. 
   
 Rockwatch is the junior section of the Geologists’ Association and exists to develop an interest in 

Geology amongst young people.   
 
  
 
 Curry Fund  2015                      Unrealised 
      profit/(loss)   
  Opening  on  Closing 
                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  Balance  
   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 
 Curry Fund:  Capital Fund 754,386 - - (39,549) - 714,837 

                    Income Fund 42,709 34,069 18,369 - - 58,409 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 

 
 797,095 34,069 18,369 (39,549) - 773,246  

  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
The statement of financial activities for the Curry Fund is split into a capital fund and an income fund, both 
of which are restricted funds for charity accounting purposes.  The reason for showing a separate capital 
fund is to show how the initial capital used to set up the Curry Fund has altered over the years when 
realised and unrealised profits and losses on investments are taken into account.  The income fund 
shows how investment income specifically designated for the payment of grants has been applied 
towards this objective and meeting the incidental administrative expenses of running the fund. 

 
A separate balance sheet and a statement of financial activities for the Curry Fund are included as  
separate schedules to the financial statements.  

      Unrealised 
      profit/(loss)   
  Opening  on    Closing  
                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  Balance  
   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 
             Total Restricted Funds 1,280,106 104,200 77,374 (45,537) - 1,261,395 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________  
  

                                     Unrealised 
      profit/(loss)   
b) Designated Funds 2015 Opening  on    Closing  
                                                  Balance         Income    Expenditure  Investments  Transfers  Balance  
   £ £ £ £ £ £ 
 
 Wyley Fund 217,739 8,409 6,672 (14,306) - 205,170 
 Callomon – Porter Fund 25,424 1,783 269 (667) - 26,271 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
  243,163 10,192 6,941 (14,973) - 231,441 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
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 The Wyley and Callomon-Porter Funds are for general purposes which have been specifically designated 

by the Trustees for the funding and particular objectives of the Geologists Association. 
    
d) Unrestricted Funds 
 

General Fund   381,540 245,451 228,293 (9,524) - 389,174 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
 Total Funds 1,904,809 359,843 312,608 (70,034) - 1,882,010 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ ________ ________  
 
 12   ANALYSIS OF NET ASSETS BETWEEN FUNDS 
 
    General and    

  designated  Restricted Curry Total Total 
 funds funds fund 2015 2014 

  £ £ £ £ £ 
       
 Fixed assets                              1,291                    - - 1,291 1,614 
 Investments  525,405 371,774 714,812 1,611,991 1,629,272 
 Current assets 158,436  122,077 84,662 365,175 382,576 
 Current liabilities (66,489) (5,702) (24,256) (96,447) (108,653) 
 Inter-fund balance                     1,972 -  (1,972)            - - 
  _______ _______ _______ _______ _______ 

   
  620,615 488,149 773,246 1,882,010 1,904,809 
   _______  _______ _______ _______ _______ 
 
13 Related Parties 
 
 There have been no transactions with related parties to the Association during the year. 
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THE CURRY FUND 
BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2015 
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                  2015             2014 
     Notes  £  £  £  £ 
 
INVESTMENTS 
Schroders Charities:                
  The Charity Equity Fund A Income Units   312,204      341,284       
  The Income Trust for Charities A Income Units 264,967      275,114            
Black Rock Charinco Income Units   1,207           1,245        
Artemis Income Retail Income Units   24,648          24,425  
City of London Investment Trust 25p ord. shares  44,612          25,265     
Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Class Y  19,000  - 
Murray Income Trust plc 25p ord. shares   20,183           22,883           
Royal London AM Corporate Bond Trust  10,126  10,469  
Royal London AM Sterling Extra Yield Bond 9,331  9,745  
Temple Bar Investment Trust 25p ord. shares 8,534  9,632  
Treasury 3% Stock undated  -  34,302 

  ________  ________ 
      
   714,812  754,364      

CURRENT ASSETS 
Tax Repayable 864 861  
Charities Deposit Fund 46,392  46,184         
Barclays Community Account 2,650  4,375           
Barclays Business Saver  Account 33,100     19,452   
HLAM Ltd Dealing Account 12 8  
HLAM Ltd Income Account 937 675  
Loans Outstanding 650 3,000 
Sundry Debtor 57 - 
  ________ ________ 
 
 84,662 74,555  
 ________ ________ 
        
CURRENT LIABILITIES         
Creditors        300           300 
Grants Committed 23,956 29,502  
Due to The Geologists’ Association 1,972            2,022           
 ________ ________ 
 
 26,228 31,824  
 ________ ________  
   
NET CURRENT ASSETS 58,434 42,731 
 ________ ________ 
 
 773,246 797,095 
 ________ ________     
   
REPRESENTING: 
Restricted Funds:            
 
Capital Fund    11 714,837 754,386 
Income Fund    11   58,409 42,709 
  ________ ________ 
 
 11 773,246 797,095 
  ________ ________
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THE CURRY FUND 
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES 
YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Note Restricted Endowment Total Total 
  Income Capital 2015 2014 
  Fund Fund 
  £ £ £ £ 
Incoming resources 
Investment income 
  Income received from Investments 29,766 - 29,766 22,765 
  Charities Deposit  208 - 208 195 
  Barclays Bank  13    - 13    9     
  Donations and Bequests                                     1,366               -        1,366                -   
  Miscellaneous income          2,716                            -         2,716 975   
     ________  ________ ________ ________ 
 
Total incoming resources  34,069 - 34,069 23,944 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
Resources expended 
Charitable expenditure 
  Grants – Paid and Committed   10,961 - 10,961 6,934 
  MSc Prize  1,000 - 1,000  1,000 
  Towards the Printing of The Geologists' 
  Association’s Guides  1,833 - 1,833 5,517 
  Office administration  3,188 - 3,188  3,188 
  Officer expenses  219    - 219    465 
  Accountancy  200    - 200    250 
  Meeting expenses  940    - 940   2,200  
  Sundry  28 - 28 - 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Net resources expended  18,369 - 18,369 19,554 
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Net incoming resources   15,700 - 15,700   4,390    
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
    
                                                        
Other recognised gains/(losses) - (39,549)  (39,549)  34,636                  
  ________ ________ _______ ________ 
 
Net movement of funds   15,700 (39,549)  (23,849) 39,026 
 
Total funds brought forward     11    42,709                754,386 797,095                  758,069       
  ________ ________ ________ ________ 
 
Total funds carried forward        11                    58,409  714,837                773,246   797,095 
  ________ ________ ________ _______    
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SCHEDULE TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 
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PUBLICATIONS ACCOUNT 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                  2015             2014 
         £    £ 
Proceedings         
Elsevier Payment 40,122 27,605
 ________ ________         
    
 40,122 27,605 
 ________ ________ 
Expenditure During Year:-           
Printing and Production Costs 28,177 26,937 
Proportion of Office Costs (15% of £15,803) 2,370 (15% of £14,696)       2,204
 ________ ________
  
 30,547 29,141 
 ________ ________                  
          
Net Surplus/(Cost) of Proceedings 9,575 (1,536) 
 ________ ________  
Guides 
Sales 12,722 10,204           
Donation 6,000 - 
Curry Fund Subvention 1,833 - 
Wyley Fund Subvention - - 
 ________ ________ 
 
 20,555 10,204 
 ________ ________
  
Opening Stock 34,840  40,907 
Expenditure During Year:- 
Printing and Production Costs  9,212 240 
Proportion of Office Costs (60% of £15,803) 9,482 (60% of £14,696)       8,818 
 ________ ________
  
 53,534 49,965   
Less:- 
Closing Stock 37,291 34,840 
 ________ ________ 
 
 16,243 15,125 
 ________ ________  
          
Net Surplus/(Cost) of Guides 4,312 (4,921) 
 ________    ________ 
Circulars and Magazines 
Advertising Revenue - - 
 ________ ________  
Expenditure During Year:-           
Printing, Production and Distribution Costs 10,441 10,241   
Proportion of Office Costs (25% of £15,803) 3,951 (25% of £14,696)       3,674 
 ________ ________ 
 
Net (Cost) of Circulars (14,392) (13,915) 
 ________ ________ 
 
Net Surplus/(Cost) of Publications (505) (20,372) 
  ________ ________ 



Holding Cost 2015 2014

GENERAL FUND 
5,056.87      COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 10,083         62,374        61,612            

14,540.27    18,850         19,111        19,847            
56,550.08    75,000         74,329        77,191            
2,546.11      2,952           4,842          4,993              

27,143.18    Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares 16,000         17,095        17,684            
26,717.55    Invesco Perpetual Monthly Inc.Plus.Inc.Units 29,381         28,879        29,921            
40,434.72    Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Income Units 35,011         35,441        36,225            
1,100.00      Murray Income Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares 7,000           7,378          8,366              
6,291.29      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Class A Inc.Units 6,000           5,880          6,113              

 Consolidated 4% Loan -               -              12,019            

£11,982.95 Redeemed during 2015
 Treasury 3% Stock undated -               6,815              

£7,811.25 Redeemed during 2015
 National Savings Income Bonds -               -              20,000            

Bonds cashed in during 2105

15,270.28    HL Multi-Manager Income and Growth Trust Inc Units 15,000         15,333        14,873            

Purchased in 2015
11,323.90    HL Multi-Manager Income and Growth Trust Inc Units 11,982         11,370        -                  

2,666.00      Murray Income Trust plc 25p Ord Shares 19,995         17,882        -                  
773.00         Murray International Trust plc 25p Ord Shares 7,995           6,399          -                  

255,249       306,313      315,659          

FOULERTON AWARD 
634.96         900              1,207          1,245              
211.92         COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 2,000           2,613          2,582              

1,233.00      City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares 3,000           4,762          4,682              

5,900           8,582          8,509              

HENRY STOPES MEMORIAL FUND
658.10         1,054           1,251          1,291              

G W YOUNG FUND
863.25         1,492           1,641          1,693              
578.00         Edinburgh Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares 3,757           4,170          3,757              

1,556.00      HICL Infrastructure Company Ltd 0.01p Ord. Shares 2,373           2,345          2,373              
332.00         Murray International Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. 3,403           2,748          3,403              
260.00         Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares 3,096           2,749          3,096              

Purchased in 2015
428.00         Edinburgh Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares 2,997           3,088          -                  
309.00         Murray International Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. 3,196           2,558          -                  
245.00         Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares 2,990           2,591          -                  

23,304         21,890        14,322            

BAKER-ARBER FUND 
438.95         COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 2,000           5,414          5,348              
529.79         COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 5,000           6,534          6,455              

7,000           11,948        11,803            

HALSTEAD FUND 
3,856.83      COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 5,000           5,069          5,265              

RICHARDSON FUND
3,856.83      COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund Income Units 5,000           5,069          5,265              

THE GEOLOGISTS' ASSOCIATION 
DETAILED SCHEDULE OF INVESTMENTS HELD BY ASSOCIATION 

YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2015

Market Value 

COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund Inc. Units

COIF Charities Fixed Interest Fund Inc. Units

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units

Black Rock Fund Managers Charinco Inc. Units



Holding Cost 2015 2014

Market Value 

MIDDLEMISS FUND
229.60         3,400           7,357          6,791              
289.68         3,400           5,162          4,906              

20,696.58    6,800           8,111          8,330              

13,600         20,630        20,027            

JAPEC FUND 
1,220.23      COIF Charities Investment Fund Income Units 11,670         15,051        14,867            
2,972.00      21,659         31,428        35,471            

15,353.00    Treasury 4 1/4% Stock 2032 15,001         19,214        19,788            
8,015.15      HL Multi-Manager Income and Growth Trust Inc Units 7,864           7,802          7,807              
7,944.92      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Income Units 8,795           8,868          9,216              

64,989         82,363        87,149            

WYLEY FUND
926.00         BP Plc US$0.25 Ordinary Shares 5,810           3,278          3,802              

 Experian Plc Ordinary Shares -               -              5,220              

Holding of 478 shares sold in 2015
585.00         GlaxoSmithKline plc 25p Ordinary Shares 7,947           8,039          8,057              

 HSBC Ordinary Shares  -               -              2,251              

Holding of 370 shares sold in 2015
3,704.00      4,259           5,583          5,649              
7,048.05      HL Multi-Manager Income and Growth Trust Inc Units 6,850           7,077          6,865              
9,167.03      Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares 5,774           5,773          5,972              

 -               -              1,546              

Holding of 2599 shares sold in 2015
 Land Securities Group Plc 10p Ord. Shares -               -              5,389              

Holding of 463 shares sold in 2015
695.00         6,988           12,690        10,043            

2,805.00      Murray Income Trust plc 25p Ordinary Shares 12,516         18,815        21,332            
1,945.00      12,739         16,133        19,936            

56.00           RBS 25p Ordinary Shares 2,349           169             221                 
585.00         Royal Dutch Shell Plc ''B'' Ordinary Shares 12,431         9,026          13,040            

6,165.62      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Income Units 6,850           6,918          7,152              
3,703.00      Schroder Asia Pacific Inv Trust Units 6,646           9,850          10,109            

463.00         Standard Chartered US$0.50 Ordinary Shares 8,343           2,610          4,453              
4,630.00      

5,660           5,463          5,811              
1,111.00      Tesco 5p Ordinary Shares 5,066           1,660          2,088              

25,594.39    Treasury 4 1/4% Stock 2032 24,800         32,044        33,005            
25,061.54    Treasury 4 1/4% Stock 2036 24,535         31,700        32,821            

883.00         Vodafone Group plc Ordinary Shares 3,009           1,952          3,613              

Purchased in 2015
12,027.61    Invesco Perpetual Distribution Inclusive Income 7,828           7,575          -                  

6,873.37      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Class M Income 7,828           7,712          -                  

178,228       194,067      208,375          

TUPPER FUND 
4,424.78      7,350           9,030          8,977              
5,963.00      12,498         23,032        22,642            

17,746.35    12,500         15,555        15,899            
1,249.41      12,500         22,267        21,161            

28,155.68    12,500         15,300        15,590            
816.00         7,349           8,629          9,739              

64,697         93,813        94,008            

Murray International Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares

Standard Chartered 8 1/4% Non-Cum Invest Pref 
Shares of £1 

Artemis Income Retail Inc

Invesco Perpetual Income Fund Acc. Shares
Invesco Perpetual Income Fund Inc. Shares

Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares

Shroder Real Estate Investment Trust Ltd

HICL - HSBC Infrastructure Co Ltd 0.01p Ord. Shrs

Jupiter Corporate Bond Income Units

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

M&G Investments Corporate Bond Fund A Shares 

Invesco Perpetual Corp Bond Income Units

The Mercantile Inv Trust 25p Ordinary Shares

Invesco Perpetual Income Income Units

Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares



Holding Cost 2015 2014

Market Value 

CALLOMON PORTER FUND
2,009.60      3,333           4,101          4,077              
1,142.00      3,331           4,411          4,336              
5,958.78      3,333           3,753          3,882              

Purchased in 2015
1,212.00      4,997           4,681          -                  
4,149.18      Invesco Perpetual Monthly Income plus Class Y InUn 8,400           8,079          -                  

23,394         25,025        12,295            

94,722.25    -               312,204      341,284          
424,423.95  -               264,967      275,114          

634.86         -               1,207          1,245              
12,077.50    20,500         24,648        24,425            
6,654.00      16,744         25,701        25,265            
3,009.00      19,743         20,183        22,883            

39,318.84    -               -              34,302            

9,025.27      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust M Income Units 10,000         10,126        10,469            
8,628.13      Royal London Sterling Extra Yield Bond Income Units 10,000         9,331          9,745              

807.00         9,992           8,534          9,632              

Purchased in 2015
4,896.00      19,997         18,911        -                  
9,687.03      Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Class Y - Income 19,318         19,000        -                  

126,294       714,812      754,364          

8,701.86      15,000         17,759        17,654            
17,419.58    HL Multi-Manager Income & Growth Trust Inc Units 15,000         17,491        16,967            
18,159.11    15,000         15,916        16,269            
25,827.10    Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares 15,000         16,266        16,826            

Purchased in 2015
3,445.74      Artemis Income Class 1 - Income 7,500           7,546          -                  
3,806.54      Invesco Perpetual Distribution Class Y -Income 7,500           7,429          -                  
3,842.61      Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Class Y Income 7,500           7,537          -                  
7,526.34      HL Multi-Manager Income & Growth Trust Class A Inc 7,500           7,557          -                  

90,000         97,501        67,716            

7,192.17      Artemis High Income 6,250           5,867          5,721              
1,607.00      City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. shares 6,250           6,207          6,102              
5,640.70      Royal London Corporate Bond Trust Income Units 6,250           6,339          5,481              

496.00         Temple Bar Investment Trust plc 25p Ord. shares 6,241           5,245          5,920              

24,991         23,658        23,224            

Grand Totals 888,700       1,611,991   1,629,272       

GA - General 255,249          306,313         315,659              
Trust Funds 507,157          590,866         559,249              
Curry Fund not known 714,812         754,364              

762,406          1,611,991      1,629,272          

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

Treasury 3% Stock Undated

The Charity Equity Fund A Income Units

Temple Bar Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

The Income Trust for Charities A Income Units

Black Rock Charinco Income Units 

Artemis Income Retail Inc

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

Murray Income Trust plc 25p Ord. Shares

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

Artemis Income Retail Inc

Invesco Perpetual Corporate Bond Income Units

ROCKWATCH

Artemis Income Retail Inc

City of London Investment Trust 25p Ord. Shares

Redeemed at par in 2015

Shroder Charities

UKOGL

CURRY FUND

Invesco Perpetual Distribution Fund Income Shares



Notes 



The Geologists’ Association 
A forum for amateur & professional geologists 

Membership Benefits 

Field Meetings: an extensive programme in the UK and overseas led by 
international experts.  

Lecture Meetings covering a wide variety of geological topics. Now mostly available 
on line to members 

Annual Festival of Geology an informative and fun day of talks, exhibitions and 
displays, as well as the chance to meet other geologists. It is followed by a day of trips in 
London and local regions. 

Annual conference supported by Elsevier on various geological themes followed by 
a day of field trips. 

GA Magazine interesting articles, book reviews, abstracts of lectures, details of 
trips, field meeting reports and up-to-date information on geological 
developments. Available on line and in paper format 

Proceedings of the Geologists’ Association our in-house journal, containing 
scientific research papers of regional and international interest. Members have 
electronic access to the journal, including 150 years of classic articles from the 
back catalogue.  Subscriptions are reduced for 'electronic only'.

Research and conference grants for both Full and Student members who may apply 
for a number of awards specifically designed to facilitate research and encourage 
attendance at scientific meetings 

Library access and borrowing rights from the library of University College London 
including a wide range of geological maps 

GA Guides field guides to specific regions available to members at reduced cost 
at meetings and through the GA website 

Geology Today reduced subscription to members 

Rockwatch a nationwide club for young geologists and their families 

A united voice for geologists on matters of national importance 

Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, W1J 0DU. Tel 020 7434 9298 

www.geologistsassociation.org.uk 
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