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By: Stephen K. Donovan, Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Leiden, the Netherlands

  In January 1993, in the days when I 
was still teaching at the University of 
the West Indies, Mona, the Geologists’ 
Association	 had	 a	 fun	 field	 trip	 to	
Jamaica, with about 12 members being 
taken around the eastern end and centre 
of the island. The four Jamaica-based 
leaders	wrote	a	field	guide	(Donovan	et 
al., 1995) and a report of the meeting 
was later published in the Proceedings 
(Robinson, 1996). The trip was such 
a success that it was ‘repeated’ by 
the (then) extra-mural department of 
the Natural History Museum in 2001 
(Donovan, 2019).
  By the early 21st Century, my 
Caribbean research had drifted east, 
to such islands as Carriacou, in the 
Grenadines, and Barbados. The idea of 
another	 Caribbean	 field	 meeting	 was	
in the air and I was keen to lead it. 
Barbados was the chosen island, in part 
due to the interesting geology, but also 
because of the ease of access (direct 
flights	from	the	UK)	and	infrastructure	
(good roads, hotels and restaurants).
  A quick word about that interesting 
geology won’t go amiss - In the 1930s, 
C.T. Trechmann proposed that Barbados had an autochthonous 
‘basement’ of Paleogene siliciclastics over which had been 
thrust sheets of Pleistocene limestones. Today, just the 
reverse is accepted. The siliciclastics 
are considered to be allochthonous as 
part of the accretionary prism of the 
Lesser Antilles arc. Look at a map of the 
eastern Caribbean and you will see that 
Barbados is east of the main arc, the 
only sub-aerial exposure of the prism. 
Overlying the allochthonous siliciclastics 
are autochthonous limestones arranged 
in three major terraces, with the oldest 
being the high point of the island.
  A date for the Barbados trip was set 
for May 2006. I produced a short article 
to whet the appetites of potential 
attendees, published in the Magazine 
about a year in advance (Donovan, 
2005; see Figures 1 & 2). Of two pages, 
one and a half were photographs and a 
geological map, and the text succinctly 
introduced the geology of the island.   
	 	 I	 also	 wrote	 a	 comprehensive	 field	
guide with new maps, diagrams and 
photographs. We were set.
And then… we didn’t go. I think the 

main problem was that the pound 
was weak at the time. So, at least 
some,	 prospective	 fieldworkers	 were	
dissuaded from risking their money. 
All	 perfectly	 reasonable.	 A	 final	 head	
count showed only about six people, I 
think, and we needed at least twice as 
many to make the trip viable. Jamaica 
remains the GA’s most recent excursion 
in the Antilles.
		And	what	of	the	field	guide?	That,	at	
least, is available. It was intended as 
a Geologists’ Association Guide, but, 
apparently, Donovan et al. (1995) was 
not a best seller. Understandably, the 
GA had cold feet regarding a Barbados 
guide. So, instead, it was published 
as six separate articles that, together, 
make one guide (Donovan, 2010, 
2011a-d; Donovan & Harper, 2010).
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Figure 1: Limestone mushroom at 
Bathsheba, northwest on the Atlantic 

coast

Figure 2: Simplified geological map of 
Barbados (redrawn and modified after 
Speed et al., 1991 Jl Petr. Geol., 14, 

fig. 2)
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