
COVID-19

Geologists’	Association	-	Interim	Status	Update	(4)
This is a further update on the Geologists’ Association response to government directives on the 

‘Coronavirus (Covid 19) pandemic’.

Since September 2020 when we were in the midst of the period of ‘Lockdown’ that was giving 
some	signs	of	a	reduced	R-number	and	some	prospect	of	a	return	to	a	‘new’	normal	-	we	have,	

unfortunately, gone backwards and were all recently in either Tier 1, Tier 2 or Tier 3 restrictions (with 
or	without	local	additional	measures)	in	England	before	falling	back	in	to	a	modified	‘Lockdown’	as	of	
Thursday 5th November 2020 that is due to last until Wednesday 2nd December, whereupon we will 
learn what lies ahead. Similarly restrictive measures apply in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland

Therefore, at the time of writing there remains considerable uncertainty in planning for the future, 
but GA Council will continue to do its best to provide you with access  

to a good range of geological enjoyment.

The Geological Society of London closed Burlington House in mid March 2020 with a skeletal staff 
presence	to	monitor	computer	servers,	etc.	Depending	on	Government	guidance	and	the	R-number,	
plans	are	not	now	being	made	to	reopen	Burlington	House	in	a	‘COVID-19	secure’	way,	strictly 
for business only, and with an occupancy that allows for social distancing, before Spring 2021. 

Currently	the	earliest	conceivable	time-scale	for	any	public	events	taking	place	there	will	be	early	to	
mid	2021.	Undoubtedly	the	opening	will	be	gradual	and	phased.  

As noted in the September 2020 edition of the GA Magazine, the Geologists’ Association has had to 
review its calendar for the remainder of 2020 and beyond. GA staff and Council members continue 
with remote working using electronic media to facilitate business, including Council meetings. As 
described in separate reports, the remainder of the Annual Awards have been made at a number 
of	outdoor	venues	and	our	first	‘virtual’	Festival	of	Geology	(vFoG)	has	come	and	gone	to	general	
acclaim; well done to all those associated with that event. Although the GA Conference has been 

delayed until October 2021, we have continued to respond to our membership through the website, 
providing	access	to	online	Zoom-hosted	lectures,	as	well	as	regular	updates	to	the	Geology from your 

Sofa pages (https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/sofageology/), which has become an increasingly 
rich resource and has been well received; don’t miss out! 

In	the	coming	months	you	can	look	forward	to	more	Zoom-hosted	lectures	direct	from	the	GA	
and	we	encourage	Local	Groups	and	Affiliated	Societies	to	share	links	to	their	content	to	as	wide	an	

audience within our community as possible. We want to continue to engage in innovative ways during 
these	difficult	times	and	we	welcome	any	ideas	from	members	to	increase	the	range	of	activities	on	

offer – all ideas welcome.

Please keep safe and enjoy Volume 19 No. 4 of the 
Magazine of the Geologists’ Association.

Keep all that interesting content coming!

By: The Magazine Editor on behalf of the GA 
Executive

Magazine of the Geologists’ Association Vol. 19, No.4 2020 3


