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  In September our thoughts would normally turn to the 
forthcoming annual conference; however the delights of 
Edinburgh and Scottish Geology have been postponed until 
October 2021. Notwithstanding, there has still been much 
GA activity in the background. In early September we were 
considering the membership that might not have access to 
electronic media and started to make contact with individuals 
to discuss GA matters from their perspective, Dr Liam Gallagher 
favoured	 publishing	 the	 findings	 of	
some	of	these	discussions.	The	first	
person contacted on this basis was 
Christine Woodward, a particularly 
interesting discussion that can be 
found elsewhere in the Magazine of 
the GA. The Curry Fund Committee, 
one	of	 the	flagships	of	 the	GA	met	
on 11th September. It is a pleasure 
to take part in these meetings. The 
requests for funding are invariably 
diverse and interesting. Members 
of the Committee are clearly very 
dedicated to ensuring fairness, 
encouragement, diversity and value 
for money. Good decision making is 
facilitated by considered preparation, 
wisdom and open discussion. 
Decisions are communicated clearly 
and in a timely way. On the following 
day, 12th September 2020, it was 
equally pleasurable to be involved 
in the presentation of the Fullerton 
Award to a very worthy medal winner, 
Dr Susan Marriott. The GA guides 
have	 benefitted	 from	 Susan’s	
literary skills and willingness 
to undertake training to extend 
her illustrating capability in her 
role as editor over a number of 
years. This presentation took 
place on a beautiful September 
day and it proved to be a very 
memorable and enjoyable occasion. For further details please 
see Nick’s article in this magazine. 
   Activity was very evident in the packed agenda of the 
Council Meeting on 2nd October. During this meeting we had 
reports on a number of ongoing activities, including: Nick 
Pierpoint’s initiative to report on the GA covid response; 
the appointment of David Bone as treasurer for Rockwatch 
(following the passing of John Crocker); ongoing support from 
Natural England for the Earth Heritage Magazine; an initiative 
(through the Adrian Champion Fund) to support School Rocks 
with visualisers, which may help to ensure ongoing access 
to specimens for schools. Hopefully more of this, as we get 
feedback from some of the schools involved, in the Magazine 
of the Geologists’ Association over the coming months. 
  Thanks to Mick Oates, the winter lecture series has resumed 

in a virtual, Zoom hosted format. On 11th September we were 
treated	to	a	very	engaging	talk	that	compared	the	flints	of	the	
Upper	Cretaceous	of	England	with	the	cherts/flints	from	the	
Eocene-Miocene	White	 Limestone	 of	 Jamaica.	 This	 talk	was	
given	by	Professor	Simon	Mitchell	from	the	University	of	the	
West	Indies,	Kingston	Jamaica.		Simon’s	UK	based	PhD	was	
focused	on	the	Northern	Provence	chalk,	an	under-researched	
topic in itself. My own interest drew me to comparisons 

with the chert of the Carboniferous 
limestones of the Peak District. Nick 
Pierpoint’s very clear articulation of 
his Zoom hosted lecture on risks in 
the hydrocarbon industry left us all 
with a better understanding of deep 
drilling techniques, the potential risks 
and how the oil industry experience 
of	 risk	 has	 fed	 into	 our	 day-to-day	
lives. The Geology from your Sofa 
initiative continues to attract some 
very positive feedback and it is clear 
that the updates every two weeks 
are well received by the membership 
and beyond. If you missed either of 
the GA lectures you can access them 
via Geology from your Sofa and I 
really would recommend that you 
do this. Particular thanks are due, 
once again, to Janet Wright, Alison 
Barraclough, Sarah Stafford and 
Barbara Silva for keeping on top of 
the incoming content and making it 
so accessible to us all.
  In early October I was away on 

fieldwork,	 helping	 to	 install	 an	
observatory for monitoring the 
potential impacts of diffuse 
contaminants from abandoned 
mine waste on river quality 
at a site in the Lake District. 
It was exciting to return to a 
demonstration of the Virtual 

Festival of Geology site (Figure 1). This has been another 
exemplary Committee. Planning and communication started 
early and Susan Brown ensured proportionately spaced 
meetings, with frequency increasing as we approached 
delivery on 7 November 2020. The group was very dedicated 
to representing the spirit of the live Festival of Geology event 
in the virtual format with both GA and Rockwatch perspectives 
being well represented. Our thanks to each of them: Susan 
steered	the	group	very	effectively	and	identified	some	superb	
speakers; Geraldine Marshall both represented Rockwatch 
and provided wisdom and insight with respect to potential 
contributors and communications; Amy Edgington contributed 
much needed design skills, outreach understanding and 
wisdom regarding social media communications with incredible 
efficiency;	Sarah	Stafford	worked	tirelessly	with	contributors,	

Figure 1: . Zoom meeting to discuss the web layout for 
the virtual Festival of Geology. Attendees included: 
Susan Brown, Sarah Stafford, Vanessa Banks, Susan 
Brown, Barbara Silva, Diana Clements, Geraldine 
Marshall, Wendy Kirk (UCL), Amy Edgington (UCL) & 

Kevin Perry (Geological Society of London).



e.g. regional group and trader representatives, as well as with 
Kevin Perry (Geological Society of London), to ensure that 
the technology was in place; Diana Clements provided deep 
knowledge of the GA, valuable review skills and enthusiasm 
for, and leadership of,	 the	 Sunday	 fieldwork	 activities,	 and	
similarly Wendy Kirk for her insight and experience of all 
aspects of the festival. The success of the Virtual Festival 
also hinged on the dedicated support of our web master 
Barbara Silva and the technological support from the 
Geological Society of London 
(Kevin Perry), we extend our 
thanks to both.  For the size 
of the task it was a relatively 
small committee (Figure 1) 
and support from Council 
members, e.g. checking 
links (Graham Hickman) 
and design support and 
advice from Gerald Lucy was 
gratefully received.
  On 13th October the 
Geological Society of 
London External Relations 
Committee meeting chaired 
by my colleague, Dr Joel Gill, 
noted	 that	 falling	 financial	
budgets, impacted by 
Covid-19,	affected	Geological	
Society of London business. 
A new business plan is being 
developed. Despite this, an important, remaining priority for 
the Society is to engage with COP26 in Glasgow in November 
2021. The virtual Lyme Regis Fossil Fair took place on 
24th October, for which we provided a short presentation 
comprising an introduction to the Geologists’ Association. 
This too was a virtual event that successfully captured the 

spirit of the event. In this case the backdrop was an aerial 
view of Lyme highlighting the usual festive locations. 
  Publications are an important part of GA business, therefore I 
cannot close without noting that publishing of the Proceedings 
of the Geologists’ Association has been particularly challenging 
during this period. It would seem that this is largely 
attributable to the current typesetters contracted by Elsevier. 
Council and the broader membership would like to express our 
thanks to Professor Malcolm Hart, the current Editor, who has 

persevered, despite the 
current situation, to see 
this year’s copy through 
to a published format. 
This has necessitated 
dedicated, forensic 
monitoring and a number 
of meetings with Elsevier 
staff. Going forward, it 
would seem that Elsevier 
have secured the services 
of another typesetter, 
which offers promise, 
once the current crop of 
papers has been seen 
through to publication. 
With this in mind it is 
hard to describe Malcolm’s 

disappointment	 at	 finding	 the	 scheduled	 colour	 images	 for	
the “Raymond Casey” volume had been printed in black and 
white. Discussions regarding whether this can be corrected 
are ongoing.
  Please do come back with any comments or questions that 
you may have on any aspect of the above.

We welcome the following new members to the Geologists’ Association:

Elected October 2020 – December 2020

Teresa Batrick  Linda Beskeen  Bruce Buswell   Andrew Crossley  Alan Dainty 
Prashant Dhote  Christopher Griffiths  Thomas Horseman Gillian Michaels  Emily Rayfield
Jeremy Spencer-Cooper    Samantha Papesh  Mike Steggles   
Diann Walker- Gambil    Tom Winder

Dr Anthony Booth was inadvertently left off the list of new Members in 2019; our apologies to Dr Booth

Deaths
During the past three months we have been made aware of the death of the following members:

    

   Stephen Codling   Stephen Holman  David Mudge

   Neil Preston    Robert Williams

Please	notify	the	office	if	you	become	aware	of	the	death	of	a	GA	member.	We	are	always	open	to	receipt	of	short	
obituaries	and/or	a	photograph	-	so	if	you	would	like	to	write	one	please	get	in	touch.

Figure 1: . The online vFoG portals to the day’s content
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 The last months have been dominated by preparations for 
the GA virtual Festival of Geology which has engaged many of 
our Council members. We do hope that many of our members 
were able to join us live on 7th November, but if not, being a 
virtual event, it will remain available on a new website set up 
for the purpose until 31st December: www.festivalofgeology.
org.uk, or link via our main website through Events/Festival 
of Geology. The event is described elsewhere in this issue.

As usual we held our meeting of Local Groups 
and	 Affiliated	 Societies	 the	 Friday	 before	 the	
Festival, on 6th November. This year it was 
via Zoom with 17 different groups attending 
(23 members), several of them for the 
first	 time.	 We	 discussed	 how	 Covid-19	
had affected the way we operate and 
pooled measures we had all taken to 
try to continue our business. We also 
looked ahead to some of the possible 
long-term	outcomes.	For	 the	GA,	our	
Senior Vice President, Nick Pierpoint, 
has been collecting short descriptions 
for posterity on how we handled the 
various elements that make up the 
GA. We agreed to send the GA Covid 19 
generic Risk Assessment and our ‘Virtual 
meetings, Advice, protocol and risk 
assessment’ to the groups, both documents 
that we have recently been working on. We 
also touched on how, collectively, we could 
engage with museums to ensure that Earth 
Science, and particularly 
specimens remained on 
view in any upgrades.

It is clear that the Janet 
Watson Lecture Theatre in 
Burlington House will not be 
open to the public until at 
least the end of April 2021. 
This means that certainly in 
the early part of 2021 our talks will continue to be virtual. 
This has the advantage of being able to engage speakers 
from	abroad.	Much	of	the	proposed	UK	field	trip	programme	
for 2021 is rescheduled from 2020 and we are hoping that we 
will	be	able	to	get	into	the	field,	albeit	with	limited	numbers	
and certain restrictions. For 2021 we hope to reschedule 
the overseas trip to the museums in Madrid but all other 
overseas trips have been postponed until 2022. Full details 
of what is planned can be found in the Green Membership 
and Meetings Card mailed with this December issue of the GA 
Magazine.	More	details	of	 the	2021	field	trips	can	be	found	
in the Circular.

One of our new Council Members last May, Tony Doré 
agreed to take on the role of Governance and is revising 
our Risk Register to include the new circumstances. He 
has also reviewed some of our other policy documents 
including the way we handle virtual meetings. Another new 

Council Member, Peter Jones, has taken on looking after our 
Safeguarding Policy. 

Two new funds have been set up following bequests to the 
GA.	The	first	is	the	Palaeontological	Fund,	a	generous	bequest	
from an anonymous benefactor which has been invested so 
that the income can support projects of a palaeontological 
nature. Applications are welcome through our Research 
Awards (deadline annually, 15th November) and grants are 

eligible	 to	 assist	 both	members	 and	 non-members.	
The other is the Adrian Champion Fund. Adrian 

died in May while still actively a member of 
GA Council in charge of Governance. The 

bequest’s objective is to support the GA’s 
SchoolRocks! initiative and has come at 
an opportune moment, allowing Council 
to	 purchase	3	Aver	U50	Visualisers	 to	
use in schools with the rock box at a 
time when handing around specimens 
to pupils is not permitted. 

This is the issue where we invite 
nominations from Members for new 
GA Council Members from next May. 
This	year	we	have	six	vacancies	to	fill	

(see details on the Council list on p.7). 
If you feel you would like to stand for 

Council, do get in touch with us. You will 
need 3 members to support you and we can 

help you sort out the paper work. One of the 
vacancies is because, after ten years in the job, 

I feel it is time I stepped 
down as General Secretary. 
I have thoroughly enjoyed 
the experience but my 
personal circumstances 
have changed and I would 
like to spend more time 
on the work I do with 
the London Geodiversity 

Partnership. We also invite nominations for our Halstead 
Medal, Halstead Award and Henry Stopes Medal (the latter 
is only awarded once in every 3 years). We hope the awards 
can be distributed at our AGM on Friday 1st May. Details 
about the awards and for making nominations for these and 
for new Council can be found on page 30.

When you receive this, Christmas will be just around the 
corner and it may interest you to know that the Christmas 
Lectures from the Royal Institution this year will be on a 
geology-related	theme	About:	Planet	Earth:	A	user’s	guide.	
A departure from the usual format brings three lecturers who 
will reveal the hidden wonders of Earth that keeps us all alive 
and explores the impact of human activity on our planet. The 
speakers are Chris Jackson (one of our speakers at the GA 
Festival of Geology in 2019), Helen Czerski and Tara Shine:  
www.rigb.org/christmas-lectures. Something to look forward 
to.

REPORT FROM COUNCIL               By: Diana Clements

Figure 1: The gravestone of Reverend Frederick Blake 1839 
– 1906, who was 17th President of the GA (1871-1873), one 
of the tombstones we should have visited during the Kensal 
Green Cemetery Geotrail as part of vFoG – sadly cancelled 
because of lockdown restrictions. It is an interesting 
lighthouse memorial in larvikite with glass crystal for the 

light, replicating the Eddystone lighthouse.
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