
This	 is	my	 final	 contribution	 to	 ‘From	 the	 President’	 as	 I	
handed over the Presidency of the GA to Vanessa Banks at 
our Virtual AGM on the 1st of May 2020.  I wish Vanessa well 
as	she	embarks	on	her	two-year	post	and	I	know	she	will	find	
it, as I have done, both fascinating and rewarding.    

What an amazing two years it has been, I certainly would 
not have predicted the circumstances of the handover of 
the GA Presidential baton.  We have had the ongoing Brexit 
negotiations, a General Election, which now seems a distant 
memory, followed by a coronavirus pandemic (Covid 19) 
which will have a profound and lasting impact on society.

In early March, the government issued guidelines to 
combat the pandemic which at the time of writing, are 
instructions that remain in 
place. The GA responded 
quickly reviewing the 
events calendar. Our 
lecture programme and 
field	 trips	 have	 had	 to	 be	
postponed or deferred, and 
when they can restart still 
remains uncertain. Our AGM 
became a Virtual meeting 
and we have pushed back 
the Awards Presentation 
and the President’s Address 
and Dinner to a potential 
October 2020 date.

Over and above these 
societal problems it is with 
great sadness and shock 
that we learnt of Adrian 
Champion’s death in early 
May. This has cast a long 
shadow over what we are doing. In the short time Adrian 
spent on GA Council he had made an important and hugely 
valued contribution in the area of Governance, and, with 
Helen (his wife) was an active supporter of the GA and the 
Herts Geological Society. His informed opinion and great 
charm are a deep loss. Our thoughts are with Helen and his 
family. A fuller appreciation will appear in September’s GA 
magazine.

The theme of my Presidency can be perhaps best captured 
by the phrase ‘building on and enhancing’, providing continuity 
on what is done well in the GA but also endeavouring to 
broaden its appeal.

I would like to thank everyone from the GA Council to Local 
Groups for their support, enthusiasm and hard work during 
the two years of my Presidency. It has been a privilege to 
work with familiar faces but also to meet so many new folk 
from the Local Groups, which make the GA such a unique 
and appealing network of like-minded individuals, all with 
a	common	passion	for	Geology.	In	particular	the	office	staff	
Sarah Stafford and Geraldine Marshall, who are so committed 
and work with such good humour.  Incidentally there was a 
seamless	transition	as	the	GA	office	staff	moved	to	working	
from home due to the lockdown as Burlington House remains 

closed.  I am in awe of the immense contribution from Diana 
Clements and Graham Williams, and the experience they 
bring to the running of the GA.

Looking back, we have achieved a great deal during 
the past two years and the highlights include the return 
to Burlington House GSL Council room for the GA Council 
Meetings, building an increasingly cooperative relationship 
with	 the	 Geological	 Society	 from	 which	 the	 GA	 benefits	 in	
many	ways	-	significantly	their	support	for	GASS,	our	Student	
Symposium.

We have also enhanced the skill set of Council – in particular  
in the Governance and Legal domains. We should all appreciate 
the input from Adrian Champion and Richard Trounson. 

Governance matters were 
driven and facilitated by 
Adrian;  Risk Register 
and Risk Assessments, 
Safeguarding Policy, Field 
Trip protocols, Trustee 
Induction and Complaints 
Procedures. These are all 
deemed best practice by 
the Charity Commission 
and keep us compliant. 
In the last year a new 
postholder role has been 
created – Geoconservation. 
The GA is fortunate that 
Colin Prosser has taken 
on the chair role for this 
ensuring we have informed 
and relevant engagement 
at Council level and are in 
a position to provide up to 

date advice and recommendations, and support informed 
intervention if required.
In	 the	Summer	of	2019	 the	GA	had	our	first	 intern	Rifky	

Waijanarko	 working	 within	 the	 office.	 He	 produced	 an	
attendance database of our events over the last 20 years 
which	 included	 lectures,	 conferences,	 festivals,	 field	 trips	
and membership numbers.  The idea is to help inform the 
GA’s response to falling membership and where to focus our 
energy. This is on hold at present due to Covid 19 lockdown 
– our focus is on retaining membership! When the External 
Relations Committee (formerly Outreach Committee) meets 
later this year we will have an opportunity to re-energise 
efforts and I am looking forward to the role of chair on that 
sub-committee.

I am sure you have all considered imaginative ways to 
satisfy	your	geology	fix	as	Covid	19	lockdown	impacts	hugely	
on our activities.  I am full of admiration as to how the GA has 
responded to this unprecedented situation and the impact 
it has had on the Association. There has been a innovative 
drive from Alison Barraclough, Janet Wright and Barbara 
Silva updating ‘Geology from your Sofa’ with fascinating and 
contemporary material. https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/
sofageology/.

FROM THE PRESIDENT                    Mr Nicholas Pierpoint

Figure 1: Adrian Champion at College Lake; in front of a 
cryoturbated chalk face
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Figure 2:  the body of water at the bottom of 
the photo is a flooded swallow hole at Bottom 
Farm in the valley of the Bourne Gutter in west 

Hertfordshire

We welcome the following new members to the Geologists’ Association:

Elected March 2020 - June 2020

 Richard Agar     Joanne Bourne  Edward Clement   Paul Davis    Oliver Demuth  
 Gary Fuller     Jackie Gibbs    Stephen Gibbs  Hannah Graham   
 Madeline Hussey    David Hooper    Tamas Jasko     Dee McLean    Marten Odinga   
 Derek Mottershead Peter Revill     Tor Sorensen   Madeleine Timmins  
 Nick Townley    Steve Villette  

Deaths
During the past three months we have been made aware of the death of the following members:

  David Horsley  Frank Diggon   Adrian Champion John Crocker

Please	 notify	 the	 office	 if	 you	 become	 aware	 of	 the	 death	 of	 a	GA	member.	We	 are	 always	 open	 to	 receipt	 of	 short	
obituaries and/or a photograph - so if you would like to write one please get in touch.

Lucía Pérez-Díaz took the initiative in standardising our 
promotional material giving it a contemporary look. The 
new GA branded material has been used from posters to 
presentation material. This work was needed as a diverse 
range of colours and styles were being used and this provided 
a GA identity for use on our published matter. 
  A further highlight was the Moon Rocks exhibition at the 
Festival of Geology (FoG) it really had a ‘Wow’ factor which 
appealed to the many visitors we had. We are grateful to 
the staff and students from UCL and Imperial who provided 
insightful presentations supporting the exhibition. FoG is 
the largest single event hosted by the GA and even when 
competing with a Rugby World Cup Final and a storm force 
gale nearly 400 people attended the event last year. This year 
it has not been cancelled; it will be held virtually - details of 
which will be shared in the usual way in the near future. It 
will be different but what isn’t at present!
The	‘building	on	and	enhancing’	theme	has	been	reflected	

by two very successful Annual Conferences (at the Lapworth 
Museum in Birmingham and at the University of Manchester). 
My thanks to Jon Clatworthy, 
Graham Worton, Cathy Hollis 
and their teams for facilitating 
such memorable and enjoyable 
conferences. Embracing the idea 
of taking the Conference around 
the country, the 2020 edition 
was to be in Edinburgh this 
October. It aimed to  showcase 
Geology in Scotland; and will 
now be carried forward to 2021.  

We have built on the GASS 
brand over the last two years 
but predictably this year’s event 
was cancelled; but we have 
compiled a montage of the best 
presentations from the last three 
years including Iain Stewarts 
keynote presentation for 2018. 
These are accessible via https://
geologistsassociation.org.uk/
gass/.

Over the last two years the Publications Committee has 
provided support to the new PGA Editor-in-Chief (Malcolm 
Hart) during a period change within Elsevier and the issue 

of Open Access. The GA has a great stable of publications 
reflecting	 the	 diverse	 breadth	 of	 our	 membership.	 I	 would	
like to thank those of you who have submitted an article for 
inclusion in the GA magazine – The magazine editor Liam 
Gallagher, has been overwhelmed by the response which has 
gone towards making this a bumper issue (yours will be in 
the next one in September 2020 if it hasn’t made this one). 

The eye-catching element of this magazine’s cover photo 
is	 the	 ‘NHS	with	heart	motif’	 ploughed	 into	 the	field.	There	
is a geological link - the body of water at the bottom of the 
photo	is	a	flooded	swallow	hole	at	Bottom	Farm	in	the	valley	
of the Bourne Gutter in west Hertfordshire. This is a rather 
enigmatic watercourse and, in the past, has been shrouded in 
folklore	and	termed	a	‘woe	water’	and	when	it	flowed	a	sign	of	
impeding pestilence, disaster or war! Enough said.  

It is an intermittent stream in the Chilterns which typically 
flows	 if	 rainfall	 exceeds	 32”	 per	 annum,	 critically	 in	 the	
preceding autumn or winter. This area was often visited by 
the GA in conjunction with the local Natural History societies. 
The Hertfordshire Bourne was made famous by John (later Sir 

John)	Evans,	who	was	the	first	in	
1878 to describe its intermittent 
flow.	 Later,	 whenever	 the	
bourne	flowed,	 it	was	visited	by	
members of the Hertfordshire 
Natural History Society, often 
under the leadership of John 
Hopkinson. One such trip on 
the April the 24th 1919 was 
organised by the Geologists’ 
Association. In early March this 
year my Local Geology Group 
had a ‘Pop Up’ geology trip in 
part replicating the trip to the 
Hertfordshire Bourne as there 
were	 sections	 of	 flow	 following	
excessively wet weather in 
February and March. Given the 
nature of the lockdown exploring 
our local area remains our focus 
–	maybe	a	short	film	clip	for	the	

virtual Festival of Geology later this year will be appropriate?
Thank you all for your continued support of the GA and we 

look	forward	with	anticipation	to	when	field	trips	and	meeting	
are possible again. Keep safe.



The AGM this year was very different. On May 1st 2020 at 
3pm it was held as a Conference Call by members of Council 
on	which	we	conducted	the	official	business.	Prior	to	the	AGM	
details	of	the	proposed	Officers	and	Council	Members	of	the	
GA were sent to Members either by email or post, along with 
the Annual Report and voting slips to ‘click on’ or return by 
post. We had 67 responses via email and 19 by other means, 
making a total of 86, and we are delighted that they all 
voted positively to accept the Annual Report and Financial 
Statements	and	the	proposed	Officers	and	Council	make	up.	
For those who received the package by post, we had to print 
the voting slip on the back of the covering letter so that we 
could send it at the cheaper rate. This means that you may 
have not retained the change of password for the Members’ 
page.	Please	contact	the	office	if	you	need	to	check.
This	 year	 the	 badge	 of	 office	 of	 President	 was	 handed	

over remotely by Nick Pierpoint to our Senior Vice President, 
Vanessa Banks. Vanessa works for the British Geological 
Survey as a research scientist (hydrogeology), where she is 
currently the Head of Shallow Geohazards in the Multihazard 
and Resilience Challenge area. As a trained engineering 
geologist Vanessa has an interest in all aspects of urban 
geoscience and its interface with society and appreciates 
the contribution of regional geology in this context. This is 
realised through her ongoing membership of the Geological 
Society of Norfolk, the Yorkshire Geological Society, the East 
Midlands Geological Society and the East Midlands Regional 
Group of the Geological Society of London. We will not be 
saying goodbye to Nick Pierpoint as he steps down from 
GA President to Senior Vice-President and will remain Chair 
of the External Relations Committee (formerly Outreach). 
Nick has been steering us through the nuts and bolts of 
the Coronavirus Pandemic and in his new role as SVP has 
agreed to continue with this aspect of the GA’s business. 
Many thanks Nick, for your dedication and enthusiasm, for 
taking the lead on this massive problem and for initiating our 
responses as well as guiding us through a number of policy 
initiatives during your presidency.
Liam	Gallagher’s	two-year	term	of	office	as	Vice	President	

has come to an end and we thank him for his contribution 
to the Executive. He will remain on Council as a postholder 
(Editor of the GA Magazine). Lucía Pérez Díaz (Awards 
Panel Secretary) becomes the new Vice President. We also 
welcome three new Ordinary Members of Council, Tony Doré, 
Peter Jones and Janet Wright and say thank you to Sara 
Osman who has stepped down as Librarian.   
The	term	of	office	for	John	Cosgrove	and	Nikki	Edwards	has	

come to an end but John will remain as a non-council member 
of the Awards and Publications Committees and Nikki will 
continue organising Geolabs as a non Council Member and 
will remain on the External Relations Committee. We thank 
them both for their long and committed years of 
service as Members of Council. Other members of 
Council remain and were re-elected.

Details of the Award winners were sent to 
Members and are also to be found on p.8-9. 

Congratulations to those who have been promised Awards 
and thank you for being patient.

At the GA Council meeting in February, the last time we 
were able to sit face to face, Council agreed that we should 
rationalise the make-up of Council and Committees. Liam 
Gallagher has been working on Venn diagrams, trying to 
make sense of all our various committees and how they 
interact. One of the problems we have had is that a large 
number of council members have become postholders 
which means that they can remain on Council for longer 
than the regulation 3 years. This has had the effect of 
reducing the turnover that creates space for new members. 
Executive member discussions around the Venn diagrams 
led to the following decisions: the Chairs of the External 
Relations Committee (renamed from Outreach) and the 
Festival of Geology Organising Committee, along with the 
role of Governance would formally become Postholders. The 
positions of Librarian, Archivist, Guides Editor, Secretary to 
the Publications Committee, Geolab and Earth Heritage Rep’s 
are essential jobs for the GA but it was felt that they did not 
need to be postholders. These roles could either be done by 
ordinary members of council, as a second role for existing 
postholders, or by non-council members. The Editor of the 
Proceedings has been a non-council postholder for a number 
of years. 

During this time of lockdown there is an opportunity to sort 
out some of those boxes of fossils that have lain around for 
years waiting for attention. SchoolRocks!	 is	currently	fitting	
up new boxes to be available to schools once the lockdown 
ends. They are particularly in need of spare echinoids, solitary 
corals, belemnites, ammonites and bivalves. Specimens 
need	 to	 fit	 into	 the	 boxes,	 so	 they	 need	 to	 be	 less	 than	
70mm across. If you can help, please contact schoolrocks@
geologistsassociation.org.uk. Alternatively, if you have others 
that are robust, in good condition and are well-labelled with 
location	and	identification,	Rockwatch	would	be	interested	in	
having them: Rockwatch@geologistsassociation.org.uk. With 
trips unlikely to be back to normal in time for write-ups for 
the September edition of the GA Magazine, now may be the 
time to think of writing an article of general interest to send 
to the Editor (gamagazine@geologistsassociation.org.uk). 
In the meantime do take a look at the Geology from your 
sofa page on the GA website. There are many interesting 
courses and virtual excursions to follow to keep you thinking 
about geology. At the conference call meeting on May 1st 
2020 Council made the decision to hold a virtual Festival 
of Geology this year. Updates on our other events will be 
regularly posted on the website and details sent via Mailchimp 
once	decisions	have	been	made.	Specific	notification	will	be	
given to any of you already booked on trips that have to be 
postponed or cancelled. At this time, above all, keep positive! 

REPORT FROM COUNCIL               By: Diana Clements
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