
I wish you all a belated Happy New Year for 2020.
The cover of the GA magazine from December 2019 

delighted	me	 in	 that	 it	 was	 so	 different,	 and	 yet	 reflected	
the keen eye the GA membership has for how we celebrate 
our geological heritage. The photo of the commemorative 
stained-glass window at Manchester University’s Sackville 
buildings was an inspired choice.

In this edition of the GA Magazine there is a broad range 
of geological themes. There are abstracts for three very 
diverse monthly lectures, including the Halstead Lecture by 
Kevin Wong - Deep Carbon cycling over past 200Ma. Kevin’s 
impressive talk was voted the best presentation at last 
years GA Student Symposium (GASS2019). Presentations 
of this calibre are an endorsement of the event, which 
I would encourage all GA 
members to support by 
attending. To register 
please go to https://
geologistsassociation.org.
uk/gass/.  

Lesley Exton has provided 
two excellent reports on 
recent monthly lectures by 
Mike Simms (Search for an 
Impact crater in Scotland) 
and Aaron Hunter (The 
secret life of Starfish).  If 
it is not possible for you 
to attend the GA monthly 
lectures then there is 
always the option for GA 
members to access the 
talks retrospectively via the 
GA website.
We	 also	 have	 two	 field	

trip reports, one from an 
excursion to the Yorkshire 
Coast and, another to Thorndon Country Park in Essex. 
Further articles include a Geoconservation piece by Alan 
Halliday on Dorset’s Important Geological Sites group (DIGS) 
and, a book review of Darwins Fossils (authored by Adrian 
Lister) by Haydon & Lucas Bailey.

On to business matters. Like many societies and associations 
throughout the country there has been a steady decline 
of membership noticeably over the last 20 years. In order 
for the GA to respond coherently to this trend, there is a 
requirement for some hard data on how the Association has 
been performing to help formulate a plan. Much like the 
initiative at the turn of the century, the GA promoted the The 
Way Forward strategy which is detailed in The Wyley History 
of the GA Association in 50 years (1958-2008) Bob Symes & 
Dick Moody (1996-2000) and articulated by Jonathan Larwood 
in  ‘The Association’ (Geologists’ Association Magazine Issue 
4 Volume 2 2003). Not surprisingly much of what was stated 
then is relevant to our current challenges.

To address the issue a three-phase action plan was 
proposed to Council and approved. It is as follows:

Phase 1:  Intern collated Membership data (August 2019). 

Assimilated GA data from 2000 to 2019 on membership 
numbers,	events	–	monthly	lectures,	field	trips,	conferences	
and publications. Over the last 4 months we have focused 
on the output of the work delivered by our Intern Rifky 
Wijanarko, which was presented to Council in December. 
Rifky is a third-year geoscience student from Imperial 
College, London and we really valued his contribution. 

Phase 2:  Workshop on 3rd January 2020 to address 
themes aimed at sustaining GA membership and attracting 
new GA membership. These included examining membership 
benefits,	 marketing	 the	 GA	 and	 events,	 focus	 on	 GA	
membership for students and early career individuals, and as 
a catch-all (legacies, grants, what are other societies doing?). 
I would like to thank Vanessa Banks, Rebecca Bell and Adrian 

Champion for facilitating 
the syndicate groups at the 
workshop and providing 
such timely and detailed 
feedback.

Phase 3:  This is where 
we are presently. The 
Workshop on 3rd January 
developed ideas for projects 
to increase membership of 
the GA. The next stage 
is to more accurately 
define	 the	 scope,	 timeline,	
resources,	 benefits,	 risks	
and success measures for 
each project in a paper for 
Council. When the project 
scope	 is	 further	 defined	
the Executive will review 
and hope to approve the 
projects including funding 
for delivery. 

It is recognised some of the projects are more easily 
deliverable than others 

One objective is to provide Council with continuity and a 
long-term picture on the strength of GA activities, as we do 
with Accounts, Risk Register and Safeguarding, etc. In line 
with other societies GA membership has declined from 2,098 
in 2000 to 1,296 in 2019 this is in contrast to Rockwatch for 
example which moved from 1,033 in 2009 to 1,396 in 2019 
which is heading in the right direction; but requires some 
thought to convert to long term GA membership. 

The aim is to provide a report in the summer GA Magazine. 
The GA must listen to what the membership is saying and 
respond accordingly in a timely fashion. The Groups Meeting 
in the autumn provides that opportunity; but for those who 
cannot attend please feel free to contact the GA through the 
following e-mail admin@geologistsassociation.org.uk.

There has been much activity behind the scenes at the GA 
office	preparing	the	Annual	Report,	Accounts,	arranging	field	
trips, and convening the GA Student Symposium (15th May 
2020) and the Edinburgh GA Conference (16th-18th October 
2020) 

FROM THE PRESIDENT                    Mr Nicholas Pierpoint
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Figure 1: Edinburgh Castle; a highlight of the host city for 
the GA Annual Conference 2020



In early January Vanessa Banks and myself met with 
Robert Gatliff, President, Edinburgh Geological Society and 
BGS colleagues to discuss the GA Edinburgh Conference - 
The Changing Face of Scotland’s Geology. The advert in this 
magazine illustrates how the planning is progressing for the 
event with on-line registration opening in April 2020. The 
weekend will start with an opportunity to have a guided 
tour of the Geoscience exhibits at the National Museum of 
Scotland. On Saturday 17th October, the GA Conference 
venue is The Surgeon’s Hall, Edinburgh with an eclectic range 
of talks already scheduled.
On	 Sunday	 morning	 a	 selection	 of	 three	 parallel	 field	

trip options are planned - the Geology of Arthur’s Seat, 
Edinburgh’s seaside geology and a Building Stones walk in 

Edinburgh. 
For those contemplating travelling some distance to 

Edinburgh I would seriously consider travelling by rail given 
the location of the Conference Venue and the Sunday trips 
which are all in close proximity to Waverly Station. 

Finally, as the days get longer and you start thinking of 
booking	GA	field	trips,	do	not	delay	-	they	are	filling	up	fast!			
Book now at https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/ukfield

The big event for Council in the past 3 months was the 
workshop we held on 3 January with the objective of looking 
at ways to reach out to new potential members. It was 
nearly a full house and it was heartening to see the level of 
involvement. Many congratulations to the organisers. 

The Executive has been looking into the structure of GA 
Council and Committees with a view to rationalising the 
number of post-holders to allow additional vacancies for 
new Council Members. This, too, 
is work in progress and will be 
reported on in the June issue 
of the GA Magazine, along with 
details of the new members of 
Council, post the May AGM.

The AGM will be held on 
Friday 1st May followed by the 
Presidential address. This will 
be	Nick	Pierpoint’s	final	 duty	 in	
his 2-year Presidency and it is 
anticipated that he will hand over 
to our Senior Vice President, 
Vanessa Banks, at the meeting. 
The AGM is always interesting as 
this is when we present the GA 
Prizes. The Agenda can be found 
on p.27. The Annual Report will 
be sent to members in mid 
April. If you would like a black 
and white paper copy please let 
Sarah know as soon as possible, 
otherwise we will send electronic 
copies to all those for whom we 
have email addresses. Please 
make sure that Sarah has your 
most recent email, and if you 
have not already done so, please 
complete	 the	 Confirmation	 of	
Details form with your wishes 
of how you would like the GA to communicate with you 
and	 return	 to	 the	 office.	 It	 can	 be	 downloaded	 from	
this link: https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/about and 

sent	 electronically	 to	 the	office.	 You	will	 be	 sent	 the	new	
password for the Members Page on the website in the letter 
accompanying the Annual Report. It will change on Friday 
1st May 2020, AGM day. As in previous years, the Annual 
Dinner following the Proceedings will be held in the Lower 
Library of the Geological Society. The prize-winners are 
invited and there is always a buzz. We do hope you will 
consider joining us. Full details and how to book can be 

found with the Agenda on p.27.
We were delighted that Andy 

Gale’s revised GA Guide to the 
Isle of Wight was out in time 
for the GA Festival of Geology 
in November and Andy came 
along to sign copies. It can 
be purchased at meetings, 
through	 the	 office	 or	 via	 the	
website. The reduced price for 
members is £9. There are still 
some 2020 calendars available 
at the knock-down price of £1, 
featuring geological images 
from photo competitions and 
including old photos from the 
GA archive.

Thank-you to David Ward who 
took the GA stand along to 
the Amateur Geological Society 
Mineral, Gem & Fossil Show 
in December. The GA likes to 
have a presence at such events 
so do please notify us well in 
advance of any outreach days 
you are organising. We can 
also advertise them as Special 
Events in the GA Circular.

Booking for the Madrid 
museums trip in October is 

open. Details are on the website. The trip to Turkey in  
April is now full. Details of overseas trips for 2021 are 
currently being planned.

REPORT FROM COUNCIL               By: Diana Clements
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Figure 1:  Front cover of the latest GA Guide; 
The Isle of Wight
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