
Taking on the Presidency of any organisation is associated 
with a period of both apprehension and excitement. Stepping 
into this role at the beginning of May 2020, in the midst of 
the Covid-19 “lock-down”, it was inevitable that such feelings 
would	be	magnified.	Three	months	later	they	have	not	been	
quelled. As the country starts to embark upon the “new 
normal” it is, as yet, unclear how this will affect the activities 
of the Geologists’ Association in the longer term. However, it 
is certain that the membership of the GA Council has, during 
the	 last	 three	 months,	 demonstrated	 significant	 resilience,	
and enthusiasm to ensure 
ongoing engagement with and 
communication of geology 
for the GA membership and 
beyond. Further to this, it is 
both humbling and reassuring 
to attend both Executive and 
Council meetings where such a 
capable membership offering 
a diverse range of skills, 
experience and perspectives 
collaborative so effectively to 
steer the Association through 
the constantly evolving 
challenges imposed by both 
the Charities Commission and 
society more broadly.

The “lock-down” has 
affected nearly all areas of 
GA business. Notably, we have, 
at short notice, joined the Virtual 
World for meetings. Whilst this 
imposes a requirement for more 
forward	planning	to	ensure	efficient	
use of time; it offers the advantages 
of reduced carbon footprint and 
more	flexibility	 for	those	of	us	that	
ordinarily	travel	significant	distances	
to London. Meetings of the Curry 
Fund, External Relations Committee 
and Publications Committee have 
all been successfully hosted in 
Zoom. Susan Brown has ensured 
that the Festival of Geology 
Committee has made 
fantastic progress using 
a combination of Zoom, 
email and telephone 
conversations. Meanwhile, 
the Geology from your 
Sofa initiative, described 
by Nicholas Pierpoint in June, continues to grow almost 
exponentially and has been regularly enriched with increasing 
amounts	 of	 new	 material	 including	 lectures,	 courses,	 field	
trips, geo fun and news. Having recently been researching 
the	 potential	 hydrogeological	 influence	 of	 the	 Northern	
Province Upper Cretaceous Chalk on the landslide processes 

being monitored by the BGS Coastal Landslide Observatory at 
Aldbrough,	it	was	pleasing	to	be	taken	on	a	virtual	field	trip	
of the Flamborough Head area by Dr Paul Hildreth, President 
of the Yorkshire Geological Society!

Effective decision making, led by Nicholas Pierpoint, 
provided clarity with respect to Geologists’ Association 
events: the Annual Conference (delayed to October 2021), 
the GA Student Symposium (archive), and the Festival 
of Geology. To date, the publications have been largely 
unaffected in terms of delivery. Our thanks to Liam Gallagher 

as Editor, and to you for the 
wide-ranging content, of the 
June volume of the Magazine 
of the Geologists’ Association. 
It was so good to receive the 
quality,	 field-based	 content	
during “lock-down”. Similarly, 
to David Bridgland, Susan 
Marriott and Barbara Silva 
who were able to achieve 
timely delivery of the on-line 
Earth Heritage Magazine 
(Issue 53) providing access 
to a range of reports on 
geoconservation projects for 
members.  Publishing of the 
Proceedings of the Geologists’ 
Association has been 
particularly challenging during 

this period and Malcolm Hart, Editor, 
warrants special thanks for treating 
us to a fascinating volume (131,2) in 
April 2020 with papers ranging from 
Lower Palaeozoic palaeontology to 
Palaeolithic archaeology, including 
a long overdue review paper on the 
evolution of Dartmoor.
Dartmoor,	 more	 specifically	 Hay	

Tor, formed the backdrop for the 
most recent of the succession of 
individual, “socially-distanced” 
Award Ceremonies (Figure 1) 
arranged by Nicholas Pierpoint. The 

covid-19 Award Ceremony 
formats have allowed 
greater engagement with 
recipients’ geoconservation, 
research or teaching 
interests, which has been 
especially interesting. 

Unfortunately, following 
Government guidance, the numbers of people that could 
attend these events was limited. For the same reasons it 
has	 not	 been	 possible	 to	 run	 field	 visits,	 however	 Graham	
Hickman and Sarah Stafford arranged two very popular 
sessions of a Zoom hosted Art and Geology workshop led by 
Emma Theresa Jude.

FROM THE PRESIDENT                       Vanessa Banks

Figure 1: Nicholas Pierpoint presenting Zoe Milton with the 
Halstead award and a bottle of wine for her subsequent 

celebration with family. Photograph taken looking north-
east towards Haytor (Upper), which is a jointed tor formed 

of Dartmoor granite that it is characterised by aligned 
feldspar phenocrysts with mega-quartz and biotite (Lower)

topmost scale graduated in cm
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We welcome the following new members to the Geologists’ Association:

New Members elected June 2020 – September 2020

Tegan Allen   Michael Andrews Efe Awaritefe  Stephen Bennett  Archie Bunney  
James Codd   Steve Cousins   Peter Crow   David Hall  Graeme Hughes 
Hayley Hunt  Alan Marples   Claire McMullen Thomas Phillips  
Claire Priestley-O’Keeffe   Sharon Moore   David Ricardo Pedreros Bastidas  

   Bernard Skillerne De Bristow   Christopher Taylor David Webster 

Deaths
During the past three months we have been made aware of the death of the following members:

  Margaret Place   Bernard Worssam

Please	 notify	 the	 office	 if	 you	 become	 aware	 of	 the	 death	 of	 a	GA	member.	We	 are	 always	 open	 to	 receipt	 of	 short	
obituaries and/or a photograph - so if you would like to write one please get in touch.

At the June Council meeting we welcomed Professor Tony 
Doré and Peter Jones to Council. Subsequent to the June 
Council meeting work has resumed on some of the on-
going activities initiated by Adrian Champion and Nicholas 
Pierpoint; these include the Risk 
Register & Governance issues, 
Safeguarding and Membership 
related activities; which are being 
guided by Tony Doré, Peter Jones 
and Nicholas Pierpoint respectively. 
Following the Black Lives Matter 
(founded in 2013) movement 
response to the death of George 
Floyd that rippled across the country 
in late May-June, Lucia Pérez Díaz 
and Tom Phillips took the initiative to 
respond on social media and on the 
website on behalf of the Geologists’ 
Association. Subsequently Council 
has encouraged Lucia’s initiative, 
supported by a select sub committee, 
to ensure that the Geologists’ 
Association seeks to be an exemplar 
in terms of Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusivity.

Looking forward, I have been 
wondering whether the plans for 
economic recovery, including the 
Government “Build, Build, Build” 
initiative will provide an opportunity 
to strengthen our links with some of 
the	 regional	 and	 affiliated	 groups.	
In addition to widening the range of types of commercial 
buildings allowed to change to residential use and the 
24 000 houses proposed for the West Midlands, Greater 

Manchester, West Yorkshire, North of Tyne and Tees and the 
cities of Liverpool and Manchester, a National Infrastructure 
Plan will be launched. There will inevitably be some new 
exposures and potential impacts on Geoconservation. It 

would be interesting to hear your 
thoughts and experience in this 
regard, or indeed the broader issues 
of the Geologists’ Association at this 
time.

It is not surprising that this short 
narrative is concluded with some 
particular notes of thanks. Firstly, 
to Nicholas Pierpoint, Senior Vice 
President, for his ongoing support and 
tireless work to ensure that Council 
is in a good position to face the 
challenges that inevitably lie ahead 
of	us.	Secondly,	 the	stable	financial	
management led by Dr Graham 
Williams underpins our ability to 
continue “as normal” during a period 
of	 significant	 financial	 uncertainty.		
Whilst electronic communication 
has enabled Council matters to run 
smoothly, the volume of emails has 
increased	significantly	and	meetings	
have become more dispersed 
through the month with inevitable 
impacts on Sarah Stafford, Geraldine 
Marshall, Diana Clements and Sandy 
Colville-Stewart. Their availability 
and responsiveness is very much 

appreciated. More broadly, thank you to GA Council, and to 
other members that have been in touch, for the warmth of 
your welcome.

Figure 2: Vanessa receives the 
President’s badge of Office at Thorndon 

Park



Council meetings have been different since Lockdown. To 
begin with they were held by telephone conferencing but with 
24	members	of	Council	 it	was	difficult	
to have effective group discussions, 
then, when Vanessa Banks took over as 
President, she was able to host Zoom 
meetings via the BGS and soon after 
the GA signed up to Zoom which we 
can use for Lectures and other events 
as well as meetings. This has been very 
effective for our Council Meetings. As 
well as being able to see each other 
again it has enabled everyone to attend 
regularly. There are some members 
who	live	remotely;	they	can	fulfil	their	
GA roles but frequent attendance has 
often	been	difficult	in	the	past.	

The Publications Committee also met 
via Zoom and made the decision to 
always hold future meetings virtually 
as it allows greater attendance from 
widely-scattered members. It also 
saves the GA money for room hire and 
associated expenses. Amongst their 
discussions was a proposal to replace 
plastic wrappers for our publications 
with something more environmentally 
friendly. 

Council has recently appointed a 
new Student Representative, David 
Pedreros Bastidas. He is working on 
a PhD at Imperial College London and 
was one of the helpers at last year’s 
Festival of Geology. We welcome him 
and hope that he can help us maintain 
the link with students at Imperial 
College as well as serving on various 
GA committees and contributing to our 
GA Student Symposium. 

Tony Doré, one of our new Council 
Members, has co-authored a little book 
about Eric Robinson: Ericdotes. Many 
of you will remember Eric. He was in 
turn Secretary, then President of the 
GA as well as being the Editor of the 
Circular and Geology Today for many 
years. Many others will have enjoyed 
his extensive range of Building 
Stone walks, often written up in 
PGA. The book is published by the 
History of Geology Group and is on 
sale through the GA shop on the 
website and I for one am greatly looking forward to reading 
it.	Apparently	Eric	feels	very	flattered!

Preparations for our Virtual Festival of Geology (vFOG) are 
coming on apace. We have set up a separate website with 

a direct link via both the GA and Rockwatch websites. The 
main events will be on Saturday 7th November 2020 with 

much the same schedule as usual. The 
four lectures will take place at allotted 
times with opportunities for live Q&A 
afterwards. The usual Festival exhibits 
by	 our	 Local	 Groups	 and	 Affiliated	
Societies will be submitted virtually and 
there will be links to the ‘shops’ selling 
minerals, fossils, jewellery, chocolates, 
books etc – much as usual, but with the 
advantage that groups and traders from 
further	 afield	 can	 participate.	 Exciting	
events will be happening throughout 
the day in the ‘Virtual’ Discovery Room 
and the Photographic Competition 
will be displayed and the winners 
announced. All of these happenings 
will remain available on the website 
to dip into at a later date. For the day 
we are also proposing a chatroom to 
enable participants to meet. For those 
who still need to send information with 
their intention to have a display at the 
vFoG, please send this to festival@
geologistsassociation.org.uk as soon as 
possible. For those whose actual content 
is ready to go, send your contribution 
to gafog@geologistsassociation.org.uk 
as soon as possible so that the vFoG 
website manager can begin to populate 
the site.

On Sunday 8th November 2020  
we are hoping that the Lockdown 
restrictions	will	be	sufficiently	 lifted	 to	
hold	actual	field	trips.	We	decided	this	
year that the theme would be building 
stones and we have extended the remit 
out of London and invited all our Local 
Groups	 and	 Affiliated	 Societies	 to	 run	
their own trips: Urban Geology near 
you. These will be bookable events run 
locally but with links from the main 
Festival of Geology website (subject 
to government guidance and local 
restrictions that may apply at the 
time). We hope that these will be 

written up so that we can add them 
to the Festival website (and the 
GA Magazine) in due course: www.
festivalofgeology.org.uk. Three trips 
will be run in the London area by the 

GA	and	are	detailed	on	p.	10	and	you	can	also	find	details	
of	the	talks	on	p.21.		There	is	also	a	general	flier	about	the	
Festival. Do please advertise it to anyone you may think will 
be interested.

REPORT FROM COUNCIL               By: Diana Clements
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Figure 1: Ericdotes by Nina Morgan & Tony 
Doré now on sale through the GA shop on 

the website at £5 + £1.50 p&p. 


