
This autumn is a really busy time for the Geologists’ 
Association as two of our flagship events have just taken 
place. In mid-October there was the GA Annual Conference 
in Manchester followed by, two weeks later, the Festival of 
Geology at UCL in London. The theme of the conference 
was ‘Geological Resources in the North West – Past, 
Present and Future’ which was illustrated by a fascinating 
series of talks providing delegates with an insight to the 
regional geology; in addition to  specific resources from salt, 
geothermal, petroleum, hydrogeology, and concluding with 
geoconservation challenges. As with last years programme 
there was two minutes of fame from the poster presenters 

- of which there were ten. The lecture programme was 
complemented by the four field excursions, to Apedale in 
Staffordshire led by Ian Stimpson, Clitheroe Quarry by Peter 
del Strother, Williamson Tunnels in Liverpool by Philip Firth 
and finally Jennifer Rhodes who led the Manchester building 
stones walk. This diverse range of trip options reflected the 
geological diversity of the region. 

I really want thank the convening group led by Cathy 
Hollis from the University of Manchester and the Manchester 
Geologists’ Association (MGA) who was ably supported in 
a real collaborative effort by Jane Michael also from the 
MGA, Peter Jones from the North Staffordshire Group of 
the Geologists’ Association (Representative on GA Council), 
Jennifer Rhodes from Geo Lancashire,  Philip Firth from the 
Liverpool Geological Society and Lyn Relph from the North 
Wales Geologists’ Association. I am also grateful to Phil 

Manning who provided a fascinating overview of the geology 
displays within the Museum of Manchester. Finally, thanks to 
the student helpers on the day, and of course, to Sarah and 
Geraldine in the GA London office.

The GA Local Groups meeting on the 1st November was 
attended by 35 representatives from Edinburgh to Essex 
and Yorkshire to Woolhope (Herefordshire).  This is an 
opportunity for the GA Council to provide an overview of what 
has been achieved over the last year and our aims for 2020 
and beyond. The Local Groups meeting provided us with an 
opportunity to share initial thoughts on the work undertaken 

by our summer intern. Rifky Wijanarko currently a 4th year 
student at Imperial College London compiled data on various 
activities the GA have supported over the past twenty years. 
It is now on one spreadsheet – accessible and easy to update.  
In January 2020 the GA Council have a workshop to consider 
the data and what the next steps may be to encourage and 
make GA membership more appealing. 

It is vital The GA listen and respond to feedback from the 
Local Groups, however the meeting is a wonderful chance to 
meet new people and see old friends. This also applies to the 
Festival of Geology (FoG) which was held at UCL the following 
day on 2nd November. 

A rugby match in Japan and the tail end of the tropical 
storm Pablo probably impacted on numbers in the morning, 
but by lunchtime the there was a buzz about the festival, with 
an estimated number of 350-400 visitors. 

FROM THE PRESIDENT                    Mr Nicholas Pierpoint

Figure 1: GA 2019 Conference Convening Group – Left to Right Nick, Phil, Lyn, Cathy, Peter, Jane & Jennifer 
(photo Don Wagstaff)
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There were the usual components of Local Groups and other 
stall holders in the North and South Cloisters, photographic 
competition and a Discovery Room for youngsters (including 
Rockwatch), lectures and field excursions on the Sunday.  
Special thanks in particular to the GA Office staff and GA 
Council volunteers again given that this event was only 
two weeks after the GA Conference in Manchester. Many 
individuals contribute to making the festival so enjoyable 
and distinctive (Geology without boundaries!) thanks go 
Susan Brown, Amy Edgington (UCL), and of course all the 
stall holders from the Local Groups from around the country, 
lecturers and field trip leaders.

Details of the UK field trips for 2020 are already on the GA 
website and particulars will also be on your Green Membership 

Card. https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/ ukfield/. I know 
Mick Oates; our Indoor Meetings Secretary is compiling 
a programme of the monthly Friday evening lectures 
at Burlington House. Mick has delivered this programme 
annually since the early 1990’s – remarkable. If you do not 
have the opportunity to attend the lectures in person, they 
are available to GA members through the website – I would 
encourage you to take advantage of this facility. https://
geologistsassociation.org.uk/members/

As I write this article the last fireworks fly into the sky and 
Christmas trees are in the garden centres!  I wish you all the 
very best over the festive period and if you are short of a gift 
why not consider the GA calendar? 

You should find a copy of the green Membership Card with 
this issue of the GA Magazine. This lists all the GA events 
for 2020. We have two overseas tours, one to Turkey in 
April and another in the series of David and Anne Bone’s 
wonderful museum trips, this time to Madrid for 4 days. Our 
UK Field Trip Secretary, Graham Hickman has found that 
weekend trips are popular with members so in 2020 there 
will be two weekend trips, plus a possible double trip with 
a visit to the BGS on a Friday and Charnwood Forest the 
following Saturday. In addition, we have a new departure 
with a Geology and Art workshop to Eridge Rocks, this is 
followed the next day by our annual Wealden trip in the 
near vicinity. Details of all these trips can be found in the 
circular and if possible, we would like you to book up via our 
website: https://geologistsassociation.org.uk/ukfield. Events 
run by our Local Groups and Affiliated Societies are listed 
in the Circular and we do encourage the organisers to send 
Sarah the details by the appropriate deadlines so that we 
can include them. We provide the website links to get details 
direct when they are not listed. We put the Circular on the 
GA website under events.

From my perspective the GA Festival at University College 
London seemed to go extremely well. There was a very good 
atmosphere. Nick Pierpoint has thanked everyone in his 
report and I would like to add my thanks to that. Many council 
members came forward to help and we were delighted that 
Rebecca Bell was able to secure help from 16 students from 
Imperial College London. They were well organised with time 
slots, some helping downstairs and many with the Rockwatch 
Activities. They were invaluable and we do hope they enjoyed 
it and will join us again in the future. The porters put out all 
the tables and boards as usual and that went particularly 
smoothly this year and they deserve our thanks too.

The following day we ran three trips, a London Building 
Stones walk in the City with Matt Loader, a trip to Thornden 
Park near Brentwood in Essex with Ian and Ros Mercer and 
a walk along the Thames Path from the Barrier to Greenwich 
with the London Geodiversity Partnership. We hope they will 
be written up in the March issue of the GA Magazine. Many 
thanks to our leaders and also the weather-monitor who 

allowed us to set off in glorious sunshine, very different from 
the huge downpour at the start of the Festival on Saturday. 

We hold our Groups’ Meeting on the Friday preceding the 
Festival. It is always very useful for Council to meet with the 
organisers in different regions, to discuss any issues of mutual 
concern and to address those of particular concern. This year 
Bob Gatliffe came down from Edinburgh, representing the 
Edinburgh Geological Society who have agreed to host the 
GA conference in that city in 2020 from 16th - 18th October. 
He talked to the groups about the plans that are already in 
place and was most interested to meet and talk to many of 
them more informally at the Festival the following day. We 
also had the benefit of his knowledge about dredging on the 
Thames Path Geotrail.

It was a joy to see some of the albums from the GA Carreck 
Archive at the GA Festival. Many of you will be aware that several 
of the albums are also displayed on the BGS website where 
you can view them: www.bgs.ac.uk/discoveringGeology/
geologyofBritain/ archives/GeologistsAssociation/home.html 
If you have not yet accessed them we do recommend it as 
it is very instructive to see quarries that we are trying to 
conserve, when they were actively being worked. I couldn’t 
believe the picture of Elmstead Wood from 1913, reproduced 
in the GA Calendar for 2020 – it is nothing like the small 
2m high, 4-5m long SSSI that we have today. Do buy the 
calendar and enjoy all the photographs. Most were entries 
in this year’s photographic competition but as well as the 
month from the archives, some are from entries in earlier 
years. Very many thanks to Gerald Lucy for organising the 
photographic display and the GA Calendar and to Jonathan 
Larwood for looking after the GA Archives. Council have 
just signed a new Memorandum of Understanding with the 
BGS who house the GA Carreck Archives for us. You can 
purchase calendars online through the GA shop: https://
geologistsassociation.org.uk/guidesales. 

This is the issue where I invite nominations from members 
for GA Council and our Halstead Medal and Halstead Award. 
The awards will be distributed at our AGM on Friday 1st May 
2020. Details about the awards and for making nominations 
can be found on p.20.

REPORT FROM COUNCIL               By: Diana Clements
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