
GA AWARDS PRESENTATIONS 2020    By: Nick Pierpoint & Vanessa Banks

  The world is a very different 
place since the onset of the Covid 
19 pandemic when many things 
we took as routine have had to 
change. Who had used Zoom 
routinely 6 months ago? Now it 
is second nature to many of us. 
The Geologists’ Associations AGM/
Awards, Presidential Lecture and 
Dinner planned for 3rd of May 2020 
in London had, largely, to be either 
conducted virtually or postponed. 
It was apparent that presenting the 
key GA awards at Burlington House 
in 2020 would not be possible. 
These awards are very special, 
so a solution other than a virtual 
presentation had to be found.  
What alternative arrangements 
could we make whilst still strictly 
adhering to the government rules 
at the time on social distancing, 
group sizes (6) and travel, etc?  
  An idea evolved... Find an 
outdoor location relatively close  to 
the prize winners’ home, possibly 
with a geological backdrop relevant 
to the work of the award winner, 
where we could make the award 
presentation, observe social 
distancing, talk geology and enjoy 
a picnic! 
  This short article will share the 
ceremony of presenting the awards 
and provide a brief geological 
summary of the locations visited. 
It is a reminder of the variety of 
UK geology and, how organisations 
and individuals have worked so 
effectively to ensure these sites 
remain accessible and an open 
resource to us all. 
	 	 The	 first	 trip	 in	 2020	 was	 to	
the Thorndon Country Park near 
Brentwood in Essex to present the 
Halstead Medal jointly to Ros 
and Ian Mercer. The medal is in 
recognition of work of outstanding 
merit, to further the objectives of 
the GA and to promote geology.  
With the Local Groups Essex Rock 
and Mineral Society and GeoEssex 
they have both worked together 
devising an instructive guided 
trail within the Country Park, and 
cleaned a quarried section (with 

a small excavator) to reveal the 
‘Pebble wall’.  The resultant small 
cliff of glacial gravel has been used 
to promote geology in the country 
park – an inspired outreach project.
  The guided trail follows the 
gently rolling topography which 
slopes to the south and south 
east towards the present-day 
valley of the Thames, and with 
a keen eye it is possible to make 
out subtle breaks in slope which 
reflect	 changes	 in	 lithology.	 The	
sequence of sediments takes you 
through from the London Clay 
Formation to Quaternary outwash 
and periglacial deposits.  The 
siliceous	flint	pebbles	derived	from	
the Cretaceous Chalk have been 
‘recycled’	 many	 times	 in	 a	 fluvial	
environment, and are now bearing 
evidence of ice action and freeze 
thaw processes – ‘pot’ and ‘pot 
lids’.  Under a canopy of beech and 
old oak and adjacent to the ‘Pebble 
Wall’ we presented Ros and Ian 
Mercer with the Halstead Medals, 
and there also had the opportunity 
to pass on the GA Presidential lapel 
badge to Vanessa, (see Figure 2, 
p.5) again something not possible 
in early May.
  In early July 2020 there was 
an opportunity to present the GA 
President’s Medal to Jonathan 
Larwood who is presently the GA 
archivist, secretary to the Curry 
Fund, and sits on the Rockwatch 
Management Committee. Jonathan 
works in Peterborough so the 
options of choosing where to meet 
were either on the Jurassic or 
Cretaceous clays to the east of city 
or on the Jurassic limestones to the 
west.    
  At a recent GeoEast Conference 
(Jurassic East) Jonathan presented 
a poster introducing Swaddywell 
Pit Nature Reserve, which lies 
to the south of Helpston near 
Peterborough, so it was decided 
to meet there.  Swaddywell is one 
of several sites managed by the 
Langdyke Countryside Trust. 
  Swaddywell’s geology exposes 
Middle Jurassic Lincolnshire 
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Figure 1: Ian & Ros Mercer in front of the 
Pebble Wall in Thorndon Country Park 

Figure 2:  Jonathan proudly displaying the 
Presidents Medal



Limestone overlying the Grantham Formation.  Quarrying of 
limestone was restricted by the faulting which in turn uplifted 
Lias clay locally used for brickmaking (the former Helpston 
Brick Pit).  Extraction has ceased and the Langdyke Trust has 
achieved	significant	success	in	maintaining	a	unique	series	of	
habitats	defined	by	the	geology	and	also	preserving	sections	
of geological interest to be easily accessible. On the occasion 
of our visit we had the site to ourselves – wonderful! 
  Again, social distancing was respected as the award was 
presented to Jonathan in the open against a back drop of 
Jurassic shallow marine sediments - dominated by oolitic 
limestones. This was followed by picnic and walk following the 
Geotrail, also admiring the profusion of Pyramidal orchids and 
looking for Slow-worms! 
  The Richardson Award was initiated in 
1997 for the best research-based paper in 
each volume of the PGA with authorship which 
includes GA membership. This year’s award 
was presented to Rory Mortimore – a former 
GA President who has a long and distinguished 
association with the GA. Incidentally, Rory was 
also a recipient in 1998 with co-authors Roger 
Bristow & Christopher Wood.
  In early July it was possible to present Rory 
with the Award in the garden of his family 
home in Lewes, East Sussex. No surprise that 
the local geology is dominated by chalk and 
how appropriate given his area of expertise.  
Lewes sits on the southern limb of the Wealden 
anticline. As with the previous presentations 
this year Sarah Stafford was able to join the 
celebration in Lewes, and we spent a delightful 
summer’s afternoon in the company of Rory’s 
charming family and two dogs Rhubarb and 
Custard. This was probably a record for the 
longest single presentation – 5 hours. We also 
found time to toast the success of the team 
in Dudley in achieving the UNESCO Geopark 

certification	–	great	news.	
  This years Halstead Award was made 
to Zoe Mildon, which is in recognition of 
her substantial contribution to geology 
in the early stages of her career. Zoe 
is a lecturer in Earth Sciences at the 
University of Plymouth, in Devon. 
  We took advantage of the wide-
open spaces of Dartmoor to make the 
presentation – in fact on Haytor.  It was 
some time since I had visited Dartmoor 
and the sunshine of early summer made 
this a great location and easy to social 
distance.   
  The Dartmoor felsic granites are 
a portal to a larger batholith which 
stretches from the Isles of Scilly to 
near Exeter and was emplaced towards 
the end of the Variscan orogeny (300-
270Ma) late Carboniferous to Early 
Permian. The resulting metamorphism 
and mineralisation have provided key 
resources such as tin and china clay to 
the economy of the South West. 
  Sadly, at the time of writing we have 
not had the opportunity to present the 
Foulerton Award to Susan Marriot, as 

travel restrictions in Wales are differ from those in England, so 
we need to be patient.
  What is apparent is how appreciative the medal and award 
winners	were		to	receive	them	in	person	during	these	difficult	
times. It provided an opportunity to visit and enjoy the sites 
which are important to them, to share their knowledge of the 
local geology about which they are so passionate.  
  Thank-you to those who made it possible to present the 
GA Awards in 2020 in this way, overcoming the challenges 
we face in response to the pandemic, and maybe this model 
forms the basis of a back-up plan in the future?
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Figure 4: Vanessa with Halstead Award winner Zoe Mildon with views 
looking east from Haytor

Figure 3: Rory displaying two Richardson Awards


