
Since the last GA magazine, in which we reported on the
big autumn events of 2018, such as the Annual Conference
and the Festival of Geology we have remained busy. For
those on Council and the office staff, our attention has been
focused on important administrative tasks as we endeavour
to make sure the GA is compliant with the Charity
Commission in terms of
safeguarding and risk registers. The
accounts are prepared for
submission and auditing and
preparation work on the Annual
Report for the AGM on the 3rd of
May 2019 is in hand.

In November 2018 I attended the
Herts & North London Chalk
Conference ‘Groundwater supplies
from the chalk aquifer; how do we
collaborate for a sustainable future?’
The main participants were the
Environment Agency, British
Geological Survey, Affinity Water
and Groundwater Science. There
were also a number of local special interest Groups,
including local geological societies, conservation groups and
fisheries.

It was a fascinating day with the scene being set as the
geological framework was described. The geological
community appreciated that the Chalk and overlying
formations including the London
Clay are not homogeneous
strata. A simplistic approach to
the geology has been reflected in
some groundwater models and in
some way the ground work
necessary for major
infrastructure projects has
facilitated our understanding.
The significance of the marl
seams and fracture patterns are
now the focus of much work
which needs to be characterised
in the groundwater models,
hence the need to optimise the
data acquired to bore holes. The
heterogeneity within the chalk, in
part explains why reducing or ceasing abstraction from a
well does not have an immediate beneficial outcome on the
nearby stream flows. 

This is offset against a backdrop in the Chilterns where
water usage is c.175 litres/day per person – one of the
highest in Europe. The message to me was how
fundamental it is to understand the subsurface geology in
abstraction industries. This would help to reduce risk and
potentially lead to smarter technical solutions. 

I had the pleasure of attending The North Staffordshire
Group of the Geologists' Association (NSGGA) 70th
Anniversary Celebrations on 6th December 2018 in the

William Smith Building, Keele University. They are in good
company as the NHS was also 70 years old in 2018!

There was a delicious buffet meal and displays of the
Group’s activities over the past 70 years in addition to a
fascinating array of original documentation and photographs
from early field trips on display. The Group has a big

hinterland drawing folk in from
Manchester to Derby.

The evening’s talk was given by
Andrew Bloodworth (BGS) ‘Into the
dark: a journey to the frontiers of
mineral and metal extraction’. It was
a thoroughly enjoyable evening and
I was really made to feel most
welcome - thank you.

At this time of year with shorter
days and unpredictable weather we
make fewer trips into the field.
However, some of my GA colleagues
(Liam Gallagher, Rebecca Bell and
Lucia Perez-Diaz) have been
focussed in planning future events

such as GA Student Symposium which is on 17th of May
2019 at Burlington House. The same is true for the
convening team led by Cathy Hollis for the GA Annual
Conference which is in Manchester later this year (19th -
20th October, 2019). A full day lecture programme around
the theme of ‘North West Power House Past, Present and

Future’, along with several trips,
which promise be appealing and
informative.

One event I am particularly
looking forward to this summer is
one hosted by my local Group
(Hertfordshire Geological Society)
a symposium in memory of John
Catt ‘Hertfordshire Geology &
Landscape’ on Saturday 13th July
2019. This is to be held at the
University of Hertfordshire
Bayfordury Campus. Haydon
Bailey has succeeded in bringing
together many of the original
contributors of this informed and
wonderfully considered volume on

Hertfordshire’s Earth Heritage to speak at this symposium - a
fitting tribute to John.

In common with many of the affiliated Groups it is a time
of year when the field trip and lecture programmes are
being finalised. A gentle reminder to have a look on the GA
website and see what is on offer. There is still time to book
a trip including the one to Shetland (4th - 11th June 2019),
in addition to five fascinating trips planned on the UK
mainland. As for the lectures, if you are unable to attend in
person it is possible for GA members to view them live or
watch them at your leisure through the GA Members area on
the Website.

FROM THE PRESIDENT Mr Nicholas Pierpoint
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Figure 1: Guilty – I ate one before I
photographed!

Figure 2: GA President (left) with Stuart
Egan NSGGA (right)    (Photo Peter Jones) 
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With this issue of the GA Magazine you should receive an
updated version of the Rules and List of Members. They
include the Rules as revised in July 2018. In recent years
Council has had to make a number of tweaks, mostly to the
Regulations covering the Research Awards and our own
prizes as criteria and relevant course details change. The
most recent version is always posted on the website under
‘About Us’. In the beginning of the booklet we list all the past
officers, post-holders and Award Winners. This time we have
added winners of the Halstead Award, introduced in 2016 and
the President’s Award which was first presented in 2017. We
also decided to add in winners of the GA Student Symposium
prizes, both for the presentations and the posters. Since
1991 when Bev Halstead died
in a car crash whilst in office as
President of the GA, Council
has nominated a Halstead
Lecturer in his honour.  These
were delivered annually at the
British Science Association
(BSA) Festival of Science. In
2017 BSA changed the criteria
for choosing lecturers and
could no longer guarantee a
slot for the GA Halstead
Lecturer so Council made the
decision that they should be
given as part of our own
lecture series. The first GA
Halstead Lecture was given in
2018 and these will also be
listed in the Green Book from this date.

Council have been working hard to comply with new legal
initiatives and further to the Data protection regulations
(GDPR) circulated to members during 2018 have drawn up
procedures for managing the personal data we hold. The
Charity Commission details responsibilities for Trustees and
from May this year we will give a short induction to new
trustees prior to their first council meeting. We have been
working on Protocols for Field Trips and these have been
synthesised and incorporated into the Circular with fuller
details sent to those who sign up. We are currently working
on a Risk Register and Safeguarding initiatives.

The Annual General Meeting will be held before the
President’s address on Friday 3rd May, 2019. The Agenda can
be found on p.33. Details of the Annual Dinner are shown on
the same page. Do join us for this enjoyable social event. The

Annual Report will be sent out to members in April, 2019. If
you would like a paper copy please let Sarah know as soon
as possible, otherwise we will send electronic copies to all
those for whom we have email addressess. Please make sure
that Sarah has your most recent email address, and if you
have not already done so, please complete the Confirmation
of Details form with your wishes of how you would like the GA
to communicate with you and return to the office. It can be
downloaded from this link: https://geologistsassociation.
org.uk/ about, and sent electronically to the office. You will
be sent the new password for the Members Page on the
website in the letter accompanying the Annual Report. It will
change on Friday 3rd May 2019, AGM day, so look out for it.

There are still some places
left on the Shetland Trip. People
enjoyed it so much last year
that we decided to run it again
this year. For those who have
never looked at the geology of
Shetland, I can personally
recommend it as I have been
on Allen Fraser’s trip twice – it
is the geology of Scotland in
miniature, often with excellent
exposures in the treeless
islands. Details are in the
Circular, along with our other
trips. When organising trips, we
have tried to link into recent GA
Guides. The fourth edition of
the Guide to the Yorkshire

Coast (No. 34), is now on sale at £9 for members. The
associated trip is led by the authors, Peter Rawson and John
Write and will visit localities in the vicinity of Scarborough on
18th -19th May, 2019. The other trip is to the Devon coast
led by John Cope and will be based in Totnes on 6th - 7th
April, 2019. His Guide (No. 73) The Geology of the South
Devon Coast was published in 2017 and also costs £9 to
members. Details of all our trips for 2019 are detailed in the
Circular on p.19. There are also details of trips organised by
our local and affiliated groups. If you are not already a
member of a local group, you might consider joining one. All
of them are detailed in regions on the GA website with direct
links so that you can find details of trips and talks on their
individual websites if they are not detailed in the Circular. Roll
on the more clement weather so that we can enjoy the trips
that have been arranged for us!

REPORT FROM COUNCIL By: Diana Clements

Figure 1: Amateur Geological Society’s Mineral Gem
and Fossil Show on 24th November, 2018
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