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 Once again the Magazine of the Geologists’ Association 
provides an opportunity to report on an array of momentous 
geological events, fascinating talks, local group activities, 
awards, and business activities that have been initiated and 
supported by the Geologists’ Association Council. As this 
piece	 was	 being	 finalised	 we	were	 once	 again	 reminded	 of	
the importance of geology to society by news reports on the 
most recent Haiti earthquake (14th August, 2021); the 7.2 
magnitude event is reported to have an epicenter at 7 miles 
depth and particularly affected the south-western peninsula of 
the island. The lives of more than 1,000 people have been lost. 
Fortunately an early warning of associated tsunami hazard 
was rescinded. Disaster relief is 
reported to be impeded by threats 
of severe weather associated with 
tropical storm Grace and of food 
shortages, whilst water pipes in 
Les Cayes were damaged leading 
to	 flooding	 and	 landslide	 activity.	
Perhaps a statement of the obvious, 
but understanding these hazard 
cascades is important in the context 
of multi-hazard research and its 
contribution to addressing the UN 
Sustainable goals.
		In	June	and	July	we	benefitted	from	
three	 very	 different	 lectures,	 firstly	
Professor David Martill introduced 
us to his world leading research on 
pterodactyls. Many of the audience were able to relive their 
own memories of overseas visits led by Dave, whilst others 
were captivated by the excellent images of the geography, the 
methods and the research detail. The 
July lecture was given by Dr Catherine 
Hirst. This was an excellent example 
of a very clear ‘applied’ talk predicated 
on an in depth knowledge of the range 
of geological settings that might be 
exploited for energy and introduced 
us to the geothermal resources in the 
UK. The third lecture was advertised 
as a workshop and overview of the 
Wealden. Once some initial Zoom 
meeting	 notification	 issues	 had	 been	
overcome, this was a very engaging 
geological, geoenvironmental and 
palaeontological overview of the 
Cretaceous deposits at Smokejacks 
Clay Pit. This was very eloquently 
delivered by Peter Austen and Ed 
Jarzembowski. This was certainly an appetizer for (we hope) 
a future visit. As Sandy has reported, the online format for 
our lectures has worked well during the pandemic, but as we 
prepare to return to the in-face meetings at Burlington House 
we may have to impose some constraints to conform with the 
GSL guidance: https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/~/media/shared/

documents/events/venue%20hire/Covid-19%20venue%20
hire%20information%20document.pdf?la=en and https://
www.geolsoc.org.uk/~/media/shared/documents/events/
venue%20hire/Attendee%20code%20of%20behaviour.
pdf?la=en This is a good point to draw your attention to 
the change in the running order of the lecture programme. 
Professor Hugh Torrens is scheduled to address us on 1st 
October 2021 on “Pills and Politics; a new look at George 
Bellas Greenough and his Geological Map of 1820”.
  We have already enjoyed Jed Atkinson’s Journey from Lilliput 
to Brobdingnag. If you missed this it can be found with the 
other recent lectures via the Geologists’ Association Evening 

Lectures web-pages, or via the 
Geology from Your Sofa web-page, 
which will be kept updated regularly 
through this Autumn.
  In July Dr Haydon Bailey was 
delighted to report back to Council on 
a really enjoyable afternoon when the 
Curry	Fund	Certificate	of	Excellence	
was presented to the Bedfordshire 
Geology Group at Clophill. This is 
an excellent example of how Curry 
Funds	can	be	used	for	the	benefit	of	
Local Group activities and outreach 
and despite the economic impacts of 
covid-19 on investments and thanks 
to the careful management of Dr 
Graham Williams, Dr Chris Green and 

the Investment Panel, this continues to be the case.
  The Awards presentations have been taking place through the 
spring and summer. First, on 12th June 2021, the Foulerton 

Award, made in recognition of work 
for merit connected to the Geologists’ 
Association, was presented to Dr Paul 
Olver (Figure 1) in the company of 
his wife Sue and son Chris as well as 
members of the Woolhope Geology 
Club, Teme Valley Geological Society 
and Geologists’ Association (Figure 
2). It was a beautiful day and after 
examining exemplar erratics that had 
been put out on display in the Hereford 
garden we enjoyed a picnic lunch 
looking north to Dinmore Hill with the 
Long Mynd beyond. An abstract of 
the nomination was reported in the 
Magazine of the Geologists’ Association, 
Volume 20 No 2. The event had the 
atmosphere of a celebratory reunion 

that was much appreciated and left the participants with an 
appetite	to	follow	up	with	a	joint	field	visit.	Our	thanks	to	Paul,	
Sue and Chris for making the arrangements. The Halstead 
Medal	awards	were	associated	with	accompanying	field	visits	
and have been reported separately. On 11th July

Figure 1: Paul (centre) receiving his 
Foulerton Award

Figure 2:  The group gathered in Paul’s 
garden



Dr Martin Bates was the recipient of the Henry Stopes Medal, 
which is awarded once every three years for exceptional work 
in	archaeology,	specifically	on	the	Prehistory	of	Man	and	his	
geological environment. This presentation was made by Dr 
Graham Williams with Professor David Bridgland, in the Colne 
Visitors Centre (Figure 3) The venue was selected by Martin 
because of its proximity to Three Ways Wharf, Uxbridge, a 
locality where Martin was part of the team that investigated 
the Late Glacial and Mesolithic lithic and faunal scatters and 
their context over a number of years. In presenting the 
award, Graham made reference to the impressive list of 
prior recipients that commenced with Arthur Santer Kennard 
in 1946. Dr Martin Bates responded to Graham and David, 
paying tribute to his father, one of a number of the friends 
and family that attended. Again we were very fortunate with 
the ideal weather. The occasion was also recognised with a 
customised cake (Figure 4). An abstract of the nomination 
was reported in the Magazine of the Geologists’ Association, 
Volume 20 No 2. We look forward to the lecture that is 
associated with the medal award.
  Additional to the Council activities pertaining to Safeguarding 
and the Risk Register reported by Sandy, there have been 

discussions regarding how we might improve our use of 
online technologies. The range of opportunities seems to 
be growing quickly and we will continue to monitor this. For 
the time being, a pragmatic approach is being adopted and 
Janet Wright has been working with Sarah Stafford to update 
the GA online secure document storage to facilitate shared 
working on documents and to reduce the need for multiple 
attachments to emails using One Drive. Geology From Your 
Sofa will continue to be regularly updated. This has been a 
significant	success	and	 it	has	been	fantastic	 just	how	much	
varied and interesting material has been made available 
through this route; thank you Janet (Wright) and Alison 
(Barraclough). 
  As always, we have a busy autumn to look forward to, 
with the “live” Conference in Edinburgh in October, as 
well as the virtual Festival and virtual Fossil Crustaceans 
Conference in November. Our thanks to Dr Robert Gatliff, the 
Edinburgh Geological Society, Nicholas Pierpoint and others 
for scheduling what looks to be a very diverse schedule of 
tours, visits and talks for the Edinburgh Conference in an 
interesting venue ... something for everyone! We hope that 
we will see you there.

Figure 4:  The ‘award’ cake

Figure 3: Martin receives his Stopes Medal from Prof. 
David Bridgland & Dr Graham Williams 

We welcome the following new members to the Geologists’ Association:

Elected June 2021 – September 2021

Martin Ashworth   Tim Carter  Pauline Cooke   Leslie Finch  
Tim Good   Dave Lee  Bernard Darren Liddle  Aerona Moore  
Charles Pain   Evie Read  Jim Rowe    Stefania Schinaia 
Sheppy Shepherd  Frances Wall   Alan Wilson 

Deaths
During the past three months we have been made aware of the death of the following members:

    

  Dr Roger Dixon  Dr Stephen Dumbleton  Mr Dennis Fullwood

   Mr Tom Ralph    Mr Peter Sims   

Please	 notify	 the	 office	 if	 you	 become	 aware	 of	 the	 death	 of	 a	GA	member.	We	 are	 always	 open	 to	 receipt	 of	 short	
obituaries and/or a photograph - so if you would like to write one please get in touch.
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