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  The Halstead lecture provides the opportunity for the 
Award winner to demonstrate why they were selected for the 
Halstead Award. This is exactly what Dr Zöe Mildon achieved 
in March 2021. Her lecture titled Earthquake chasing around 
the world in March 2021 lived up to the title with a focus 
on her research in Italy. It was particularly timely in that it 
coincided with the commencement of a swarm of earthquakes 
in Iceland in early March, which Zöe also embraced in her 
talk. These preceded the subsequent volcanic eruption in the 
Reykjanes Peninsula in mid-March. The April lecture had a 
literary connotation in its title: A journey 
from Lilliput to Brobdingnag: Bivalve 
mollusc body size trends across the end-
Triassic mass extinction and recovery. Dr 
Jed Atkinson from the University of Leeds 
applied	this	to	great	effect	in	an	engaging	
overview of his exploration of the reasons 
for changes in body size both within 
formations and across boundaries and 
mass extinctions. If you missed either of 
these talks they are both available via the 
Geologists’ Association web pages and 
both are to be recommended. 
  As we moved through the Government’s 
‘Covid-19 steps to recovery’ GA Council 
has focused on planning the GA Student 
Symposium (GASS2021), the Festival 
of Geology and the Annual Conference. 
Decisions have been made to repeat 
the successful virtual approach to the 
Festival on 6th November with “live” 
field	activities	on	Sunday	7th	November	
2021. GASS 2021 was a virtual event held 
over two half days. Government guidance 
permitting, the deferred Edinburgh Conference will take place 
on the weekend of 15th - 17th October 2021. Dr Robert 
Gatliff,	 President	 of	 the	 Edinburgh	 Geological	 Society	 has	
been working with colleagues to put an exciting programme 
in place. This includes, on the Friday evening, an opportunity 
to see part of the Charles Lyell Notebook collection, which 
comprises 294 notebooks that were threatened to be sold 
abroad but were retained by an initiative from the University 
of Edinburgh that was supported by over 1100 individuals 
and groups from across the world. Further information can be 
accessed via the Geologists’ Association web-pages.
  During April the minds of Council were focused on The 
Courtyard	learned	societies’	fight	to	stay	at	Burlington	House.	
This is in the context of the increasing rent rises and the 
value	of	the	economic	benefits	to	the	UK	economy,	details	of	
which can be found on the website of the Geological Society 
of London.  It has led the Geological Society of London to 
state that: ‘Unless affordable and sustainable terms can be 
reached with the landlord in the very near future, we will 
have no alternative but to relocate from Burlington House in 
3-5 years time.’ Accordingly, GA Council has, to date, held 
three meetings to consider the implications for the Geologists’ 

Association. The meetings have focused on two items. Firstly, 
providing support for the case for the learned societies to 
remain. This response comprised a letter directed to Rt Hon 
Robert Jenrick MP, Secretary of State for Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government focusing on the close 
working relationship between the Geologists’ Association 
and the Geological Society of London and the opportunities 
that	 this	 offers	 in	 terms	 of	 public	 engagement	 within	 The	
Courtyard. Secondly, forming the major point for discussion, 
Council has been assessing what a relocation would mean 

for the Geologists’ Association. Clearly 
it would mean change, which is always 
challenging, but as with all changes there 
are opportunities as well as threats. 
Covid-19 has driven all organisations to 
adopt new ways of working and, as has 
been well documented, the Geologists’ 
Association has been successful in this 
regard, which provides an opportunity 
in	 terms	 of	 flexibility,	 particularly	 in	
our approach to integrating electronic 
meetings with face to face activities. 
Thanks to the good work of Dr Graham 
Williams and his Investment Panel 
we are able to approach this from a 
stable	 financial	 position.	 Council	 will	 be	
consulting with you, as members, initially 
through a questionnaire type survey. We 
would very much appreciate your taking 
the time to share your insight, priorities, 
experience and thoughts regarding this 
stage in the history of the Geologists’ 
Association. There are a number of 
aspects that require consideration, not 

least	 of	 all:	 the	working	 conditions	 for	our	 staff,	 the	venue	
and its location; space requirements for our various activities; 
public engagement opportunities, and collaborations.
	 	 The	 end	 of	 the	 financial	 year	 is	 a	 particularly	 busy	 time	
for our Treasurer Dr Graham Williams, all the more so with 
Covid-19 guidance restricting personal contact with our 
accountants.	 It	 is	 also	 a	 focal	 point	 for	 the	 office	 staff	 and	
the General Secretary compiling the Annual Report and 
financial	statements.	The	quality	of	this	document	is	a	credit	
to everyone involved.  Immediately following this, the AGM 
was successfully run as a virtual event with online voting. 
Thanks are due to Nicholas Pierpoint, Diana Clements and 
Sarah	Stafford	for	ensuring	that	this	was	a	success.	Reflecting	
on this meeting there was a sense of loss as we realized that 
the	following	were	reaching	the	end	of	their	terms	of	office	on	
the Executive Committee: Nicholas Pierpoint, Diana Clements 
and	 Mick	 Oates.	 This	 reflects	 the	 successful	 way	 that	 the	
structure	of	the	Geologists’	Association	effectively	 facilitates	
team working over relatively short periods of time and we look 
forward to developing this with the new Executive Committee; 
welcoming Graham Hickman, Professor Anthony (Tony) Doré 
and Dr Sandy Colville Stewart. As Diana Clements has more

Figure 1: Exterior view of Burlington 
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time to spend with the London Geodiversity Partnership 
we anticipate new synergies being realized. Nick and Mick 
will remain on Council and will continue their good work on 
external relations and the lecture programme respectively 
whilst Lucia and her team continue to work on equality, 
diversity and inclusivity. 
  It was very pleasing to see the award winners at the AGM. 
Congratulations to all of them. More will follow on this topic 
as we proceed with the Award presentations through the 
coming months. Nick recognized the disappointment of the 
limited opportunity to recognize the 2019/20 student award 
winners as had been intended: the Curry MSc winners Oliver 
Erich Demuth of the University of Bristol and Florent Fayolle 
of University College London; the Ivor Tupper award winner 
Hayley Hunt of Royal Holloway, University of London and the 
UKOGL winner Edward Clennett of the University of Oxford, 
which resulted from the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on 
the planned GA Student Symposium 2020.
  David Ward represents School Rocks! and GeoWeek for GA 
Council and at the May meeting he expressed considerable 
enthusiasm for the year’s GeoWeek (1st -9th May) theme: ‘Net 
zero by 2050 – what will it mean for your region?’  GeoWeek 
is an initiative to introduce geoscience to as many members 
of the public as possible. The launch event was chaired by 

Professor Chris King and included a presentation from the 
Director of the British Geological Survey, Dr Karen Hanghøj: 
Geoscience and the Energy Transition. Karen introduced the 
topic from a global and then national perspective, starting 
with an introduction to the British Geological Survey with 
an emphasis on its impartial and independent remits. She 
highlighted the work required to address the United Nations 
Sustainable	goal	7:	Affordable	and	clean	energy,	describing	
the likely 2050 energy mix led by electricity and hydrogen 
with ammonia, synfuels (synthetic) as well as bio- and fossil 
fuels. In the context of the UK Government’s Decarbonisation 
Strategy and 10 point plan she presented an overview of the 
importance of geosciences in the delivery of this plan through 
the industry and power, building and transport sectors; for 
example the need for geosciences in understanding the sub-
surface for energy and nuclear waste storage, foundation 
design	 for	 offshore	 wind	 farms,	 as	 well	 as	 the	 associated	
demand for metals and rare earth elements (REE). The 
current limitations of the ambition to achieve a circular 
economy to address the demand for metals and REE were 
attributed to our technical inability with respect to recycling. 
The presentation can be accessed via the links on Geology 
from Your Sofa. 

We welcome the following new members to the Geologists’ Association:

Elected March 2021 – June 2021

Angela Alexander   Steve Bohaty   Frances Brann   Joanne Conway
David Cropp   Kyra Cutler    Glenn Davies   Angus Dobbie  
Oliver Dooley   Ted Dubowksi  Steve Friedrich  Robert Gault  
Robert Givens  David Green  Christabel Hawkes Seo Heejung 
Hephzibah Huggins  Fiona Hyden  Billie Jones  Matthew Jones
Dennis Kell   Prakash Kumar Paul Markwick  Alastair McMurdo
Catherine O’Brien  Johnny O’Flaherty Steven Peacock Neil Raha 
Richard Road   Jack Salisbury  Joe Sorensen  Cristina Vrinceanu
Tyrone Ward

Deaths
During the past three months we have been made aware of the death of the following members:

    

  Prof. Peter Fookes   Dr Roger Knight  Mr Peter Frost  Alison Angus

   

Please	 notify	 the	 office	 if	 you	 become	 aware	 of	 the	 death	 of	 a	GA	member.	We	 are	 always	 open	 to	 receipt	 of	 short	
obituaries and/or a photograph - so if you would like to write one please get in touch.
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